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The Endless Village Revisited 

 

Technical Background 

 

2005 

 

 

1  INTRODUCTION 
 

In 1974 West Midlands County Council asked the Nature Conservancy Council (now 

English Nature) to provide advice for their forthcoming Structure Plan.  The Nature 

Conservancy Council then commissioned a survey of the area’s wildlife – The Endless 

Village by W.G. Teagle.  This seminal work, published in 1978, resulted in formal 

recognition of the natural heritage to be found in urban areas in general and Birmingham 

and the Black Country in particular. 

Now, in 2005, international, national and local legislation has undergone a major 

transformation with a proportion of the natural fabric of towns and cities being 

acknowledged, and protected to a degree that was only dreamt of 30 years ago.  Since 

then, however, the pressures of regeneration and infrastructure development, combined 

with indifference and poor communication have meant that there has been a continual 

erosion of the natural resources of Birmingham and the Black Country.   This has been at 

least partly countered by improvements and gains. 

The aim of this project was to understand the changes in habitats, sites and species that 

have occurred between 1975 and 2005. 

With an area of more than 62,000 hectares covered by five local authorities and the fact 

that monitoring of open spaces and species has been fragmentary, it has been necessary to 

focus on a sample.  Thus a selection of sites, habitats and species were chosen for 

detailed consideration.  The study entailed site visits, desk study of existing reports, 

gathering information, both anecdotal and written, from those with specialist knowledge 

and in particular, the use of EcoRecord, the Ecological Database for Birmingham and the 

Black Country. The author acknowledges the valuable help provided by many individuals 

but takes full responsibility for any interpretation within the document. 

This technical document provides information for the Black Country Study which aims to 

shape the future of the Black Country with the vision of ‘a high quality environment – not 

the industrial legacy – dominating the urban landscape’. In addition, it is supporting and 

background material for the forthcoming publication ‘The Endless Village Revisited’, 

which promises to be a widely available and readable update on ‘The Endless Village’, 

more than 25 years after its publication. 

Ellen Pisolkar  8 December, 2005 
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2    EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 

 

Consideration of changes in a sample of sites, species and habitats between 

1975 and 2005 has led to the following conclusions. 

 

 

Positive Changes 

 

• Increase in and therefore improved protection of designated sites. 

 

• Galvanised voluntary sector. 

 

• Increased knowledge of resource, however gaps in knowledge remain. 

 

• Improved management for biodiversity of watercourses, grassland, 

woodland and canals.  

 

• Increase in resources devoted to people and nature sites. 

 

• Improvement in water quality in watercourses. 

 

• A probable gain in the area covered by young woodland and trees (in 

the Black Country). 

 

• A gain of some species and an increase in the abundance of others.  

Reasons are varied but include natural expansion and perhaps climate 

change.  The area is a notable stronghold for Common Frog and Water 

Vole. 

 

 

Negative Changes 

  

• Loss of some sites. 

 

• A significant loss of waterbodies in Walsall and Wolverhampton that 

may be reflected in other areas. 

 

• A loss in the area of grassland. 
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• A loss of some species or a decrease in abundance of other species for 

various reasons including habitat loss and management practices. 

 

• An increase in the abundance and prevalence of undesirable species. 

 

Due to a lack of consistent and standardised monitoring of sites and species 

and a regular programme of audits, it is difficult to assess the overall change 

in the nature conservation resource. 

 
. 
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3  SITES – 30 years of changes 

 

 

3.1  Introduction 
 

 

To investigate changes that have occurred in natural open space over the last 30 years, a 

number of sites were selected throughout the conurbation.  Most had been visited in 

1975/6 as background research for The Endless Village.  Five sites in Birmingham and 

three in each of the Black Country authorities were chosen to indicate a range of sites of 

differing habitat types, nature conservation designations and accessibility, including 

public parks, ancient woodland, reclaimed land and waste areas.   

 
Birmingham  
Edgbaston Reservoir 

Moseley Bog 
Queslett 

Spaghetti Junction, 

Swanshurst Park 

 

Dudley 
Castle Hill 

Doultons Claypit/Saltwellls Wood 

Fens Pools 

 

Sandwell 
Darby’s Hill 
Sandwell Valley 

Sheepwash Urban Park 

 

Walsall 
Moxley (Moorcroft Wood) 

Reedswood Park 

Rough Wood 

 

Wolverhampton 
Northycote Farm 

Valley Park (Smestow Valley) 
West Park 

 

All the sites were visited once during June- November.  Note was taken of specific 

habitat features and public use.  Wherever possible, an interview with a warden or other 

person connected with the site was included in the visit.  Desk-study involved collation of 

information from EcoRecord and the archives at the Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and 

the Black Country, files supplied by site managers as well as field information from 

1975/6 supplied by W.G. Teagle. 

 

Accounts for each site follow with the focus being on changes that have occurred over the 

last 30 years supplemented by site photographs taken in 2005.  This is followed by a 

summary highlighting notable changes during this period. 
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3.2  BIRMINGHAM 
 

3.2.1  Edgbaston Reservoir, Birmingham 
 

 
Location:    Ladywood, 2 km west of Birmingham City Centre 

 
Grid Reference:   SP 043 867 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Birmingham City Council, British Waterways manage the 

                                   reservoir for maintenance of water levels in the canal. 

 

Status:     SINC 

 

Area:     29.4ha 

 

 

 

General Description 

 

The second largest waterbody in the City, covering an area of 25 hectares with a fringe of 

parkland, Edgbaston Reservoir was created in 1824 as a canal feeder on the site of Roach 

Pool, situated at the confluence of two streams.  Since then it has also served as a focus of 

recreational activities particularly walking, dogwalking, fishing, birdwatching and a 

range of formal sports including sailing, rowing, canoeing and windsurfing. 

 

The main source of the water is from Titford, Sandwell and suffers from pollution. This 

fact, combined with the extended periods of drawdown in the summer, results in a 

relatively poor quality aquatic habitat.  Marginal marsh vegetation is patchy and there is 

some willow and alder around the edge.  Great Crested Grebes, Mallard, Coot and 

Moorhen nest on the Reservoir.  Passage migrants are attracted by the large expanse of 

water but disturbance limits the number of wintering wildfowl.  The fringe of parkland 

around the Reservoir includes Alder, Oak, Sycamore and Beech.  There is little shrub 

layer and the herb layer is dominated by grasses, with a proportion being kept close-

mown and some areas cut once a year.  The parkland is enhanced by the large adjacent 

gardens. 

 

The location of the Reservoir behind built development means that it is well-used and 

appreciated by many, although completely unknown to others. 
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Edgbaston Reservoir: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

Designation  
 

 

 

 

Designated as a SINC in 1977 for its bird life. 

 

SINC 

   

Habitat/Section 

 

Parkland 

 

The parkland landscape around the waterbody 
comprises mature trees including Beech, 

Common Lime, Ash, Hornbeam, Sycamore, 

Oak and Horse Chestnut, with little shrub 

layer. The herb layer is grass dominated with 

planted Crocus and Daffodils. There are areas 

of tall herb and scrub near the boundary 

fences. Adjoining large gardens provide added 

habitat. 

 

 

 

The parkland area has changed little over the 
years with that around the Reservoir being 

managed as a traditional park landscape.  

 

In recent years management of the site is carried 

out to benefit both human use and nature 

conservation value.  Some areas are kept close 

mown and other areas have a ‘conservation cut’ 

once a year.  Willows have been coppiced 

regularly in the past although recent staff levels 

make this difficult.  Some dead wood has been 

allowed to remain for wildlife although this has 
been a cause for concern by some users. 

A small marsh area, present for a number of 

years adjacent to Gillott Road gardens was 

found to be reliant on a leaking water main. 

 

Many of the trees are mature and a survey in 

2003 revealed 31 trees having potential as bat 

roosting sites. 

 

 

Reservoir The main water supply to the reservoir is via a 

6 km long channel from Oldbury Locks at 
Titford in Sandwell, which suffers from poor 

water quality. 

 

Marginal vegetation has never been extensive 

but there have been records of Flowering 

Rush, Corn Mint, Marsh Yellow-cress, Great 

Yellow-cress, Common Spike-rush and Marsh 

Cudweed. 

 

Demand for water results in low water levels 

during the summer months, exposing large 
areas of shoreline. 

There have been efforts by British Waterways to 

address the poor water quality coming from the 
Black Country feeder. 

 

Marginal vegetation still sparse and 

concentrated in areas where there is an inflow to 

the reservoir. There are extensive patches of 

Amphibious Bistort and Yellow-cress species.  

There are Willows scattered around the 

perimeter – these having apparently been 

planted by someone intent upon habitat creation.  

Flowering Rush not found since 1999.  

 
There is no evidence in the last 30 years of 

submerged vegetation apart from algae, mats of 

which are exposed when the water level goes 

down in the summer. 
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 1975 2005 

Species   

   

 The Reservoir being of a large size attracts 

passage migrants, e.g. Black-throated Diver, 

Red-necked Grebe.  Bunny Teagle noted a 

Flamingo in 1975. 
Breeding birds are limited by disturbance but 

include Great Crested Grebe, Mallard, Coot 

and Moorhen.  Wintering wildfowl are also 

limited by disturbance/poor habitat quality. 

 

 

Roach, Bream, Pike, Carp, Stickleback, Eel, 

Gudgeon and Perch are present. 

 

 

Regular records of birds have been kept over the 

years by locals and members of the West 

Midland Bird Club. More than 81 species have 

been seen. 
 

Breeding species include Song Thrush, Mistle 

Thrush, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Grey 

Wagtail, Blackcap, Starling and Nuthatch. In the 

past Great Crested Grebes have attempted to 

nest but been thwarted by the seasonal 

drawdown. There has been cooperation between 

British Waterways and the Rangers in recent 

years to ensure that this does not happen. In 

2005, 4 broods were reared. 

 

Black-headed and Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
are found throughout the year and Common 

Terns are regular visitors.  All three species of 

Woodpecker are seen and Great Spotted 

Woodpeckers nest here.  Adjacent playing field 

area used by gulls and crows for feeding on 

mussels exposed by drawdown in the Reservoir 

and the grass can be littered with Duck Mussels.  

Kingfisher and Grey Wagtails feed near the 

main inlet. 

 

There are few terrestrial invertebrate records and 
the freshwater invertebrates species have 

included Jenkin’s Spire Snail, Duck Mussels, 

Common Valve Snail, Water Hoglouse and 

Caddisfly larvae although their presence is 

dependent upon water quality. 

 

Frogs and Newts are present. 

 

Bats feed over the water and a regular bat walk 

is led by the rangers. 

 
Bream are particularly numerous, Roach have 

declined. 
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 1975 2005 
   

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well used for a range of informal and formal 

recreation activities including walking, 

dogwalking, bird feeding, bird watching, 

angling,  windsurfing, sailing, rowing, sea 
cadets, canoeing, outdoor pursuits for schools, 

and other activities. 

 

There is a strong local affection for the 

‘Reser’. 

 

 

 

Still well used for informal and formal 

recreation activities although fishing has 

declined for various reasons. 

 
In 1990, the Friends of Edgbaston Reservoir was 

set up, initially to counter the proposal to use the 

Reservoir for water-skiing, and is now an active 

champion for the wildlife and nature of the 

Reservoir.  There are regular meetings of the 

Edgbaston Reservoir Users Group to ensure that 

the diverse interests in the area are harmoniously 

integrated. 

 

Ranger provision has varied over the years. 

Currently there are two full time Rangers based 
at the Lodge adjacent to the Reservoir. 

   

Surrounding land use 

  

Residential and industrial. 

Links with formal parkland at Summerfield 

Park, the Harborne Walkway SINC and the 
Icknield Port Loop forming part of the 

Birmingham Canal, playing fields. 

 

New residential development adjacent to the 

Reservoir. 

Dance hall closed and will be redeveloped. 
Canalside area to be redeveloped. 

Adjacent playing fields no longer used as such 

and changing area has been demolished. 

   

 

Main Changes of Note 

 
• Little general change to the habitat – a reduction in marsh species. 

 

• Management for nature conservation – draft management plan written. 

 

• Onsite ranger service. 

 

• Angling has declined recently. 

 

Future changes 

 
• Development proposals on the Tower Ballroom site and major development 

proposals by the canal at the base of the dam. 

 

• Potential improvement of water quality. 
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Edgbaston Reservoir Photos – 12 September 2005 
 

  
 

Within two miles of Birmingham city centre, 
anglers can purchase a day ticket and have a 
good chance of catching a few Bream.  Also 
Roach, Perch, Pike and Carp. 

Water levels are 4m below maximum, exposing 
gravel substrate and stranding mats of blanket 
weed. 

Birds using the reservoir include Gulls, Coot and 
this year four broods of Great Crested Grebe. 

   

   
The path around the ‘Reser’ is well used by 
joggers and walkers. 

The reduction in the water level leaves the 
surrounding Willows high and dry. 

One of the smaller drains feeding into the 
reservoir.  A scum of Blue Green algae is visible. 

   

 
  

There is generally little marginal vegetation 
around the Reservoir. 

Willows at the creek fall and continue to grow. The main inlet – water comes from Titford Canal 
in the Black Country. Water quality is not good.  A 
Kingfisher and three Grey Wagtails seen here 
during survey. 

   

   
Walking for health – a popular pastime 
amongst all ages. 

Picnic benches are well used on summer 
weekends and at lunchtimes. 

Notice boards giving information on the wildlife of 
the area. 
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The Reservoir supplies water to the canal 
system. 

Will new developments encompass the industrial 
heritage and wildlife value of this diverse area? 

The Loop – part of a major development area at 
the base of the dam. 
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3.2.2  Moseley Bog, Birmingham 
 

 

Location:    Moseley, 5 km south of Birmingham City Centre 

 

Grid Reference:   SO 094 821 

 

Ownership/ Management:   Arrangements are in hand for the Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and 

the Black Country to lease the site from Birmingham City Council 

Education Dept, and work with the Dept of Leisure and Culture Ranger 

Service, Moseley Bog Management Committee, Moseley Bog 

Conservation Group and other local people to manage the site. 

 
Status:     Local Nature Reserve, ex SSSI 

 
Area:     11.3ha 

 
 

 

General Description 
 

Moseley Bog is an old millpond drained in the 1800s that has undergone natural 

succession to woodland with wet and dry areas, swamp, pool and streams.  Part of the 

wood consists of abandoned victorian gardens.  The canopy is dominated by Oak, Birch, 

Ash and Sycamore with understorey of Holly, Hazel, Hawthorn and Elder.  A number of 

unusual plants are present including Wood Horsetail, Marsh Cinquefoil, Wood Small-

reed and other plants associated with wet conditions.  A raised boardwalk enables access 

even to the boggier sections.  Moseley Bog has been the focus of a vigorous campaign to 

protect it from development and this has served to raise the profile of nature areas in 

cities both locally and nationally. 

 

The Bog lies adjacent to a raised area formed by the tipping of waste into the valley of 

the Coldbath Brook in the 1940s.  This was leveled and managed for many years, 

unsuccessfully due to its wet nature, as playing fields, with only the two valley sides with 

mature trees giving an indication of the former landscape.  The field was subsequently 

planted with native trees and is now a mosaic of grassland, young woodland and scrub, 

being known initially as the Dell and subsequently called Joy’s Wood, in honour of Mrs 

Joy Fifer, the driving force behind the campaign to save Moseley Bog for local people. 

 

It is a hidden gem but with the activities of local volunteers, the Rangers and through its 

connection with J.R.R. Tolkien, it is becoming locally and even internationally known. 
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 Moseley Bog: 30 Years of Changes  

  

1975 

 

2005 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 

No nature conservation status. Moseley Bog declared an SSSI in 1980. 

Denotified and given SINC status in 1992. 

In 1987 ‘The Millstream Project’ cared for nearly 7 

km of the River Cole and associated land including 

Moseley Bog. 
 

Local Nature Reserve (declared 1991) covering 

Moseley Bog and Joy’s Wood. 

Burnt mound and other areas – Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments. 

In 2005 The Millstream Project was named ‘The 

Shire Country Park’ in recognition of its link with 

J.R.R. Tolkien. 

   

Habitat/Section 

   

Moseley 

Bog 

Moseley Bog is the site of a millpond 

that was drained in the 1850s and 

succession has proceeded since then. 

Oak, Ash and Sycamore dominate the 

drier areas and Goat Willow, Crack 

Willow, Alder and Downy Birch are to 

be found in wetter areas.  The 
understorey includes Holly, Hazel, 

Hawthorn and Elder.  The ground flora 

includes Ivy, Bramble, Bluebell, Tufted 

Hair-grass, Wood Horsetail and Hairy 

Willowherb.  There are also patches of 

Common Reed and a small area of 

Sphagnum moss. Lesser Reedmace, 

Wood Small-Reed, Small Balsam and 

Marsh Cinquefoil have been recorded. 

There is a pool near to the dam and 

streams through the bog. 

 

Wet woodland with most species still present. 

 

Stratification and regeneration is good with plenty of 

dead wood.  There has been thinning of Holly and 

removal of Laurel.  Wood Horsetail is still frequent 

and the bog area with associated Sphagnum moss is 

still present. 
 

The pool is covered with Least Duckweed and this 

together with a previous covering of Water Fern 

(Azolla) have resulted in reduction of light into the 

pool and a consequent low invertebrate and plant 

diversity. 

Joy’s 

Wood 

A flat elevated area, comprising waste 

material tipped into the Coldbath Brook 

Valley, subsequently leveled and used 

as playing fields. 

In 1984-2001 around 10.000 trees were planted, 

including Alder, Elder, Blackthorn, Hazel and 

Willows.  The sides of the old valley support mature 

broadleaved woodland of Oak, Beech and Sycamore. 

The ground flora contains much Bramble, Creeping 

Soft-grass and scattered Bluebell and Ramsons. The 

trees have now grown into dense thickets and are 

being managed by coppicing and thinning.  The 

interspersed grassy glade areas are managed by 

cutting and there is some scrub colonization at the 

edges. 
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 1975 2005 

Species   

   

 The Endless Village reports that before 

drainage work prior to the 1940s, bog 

vegetation included Grass of Parnassus, 

Cranberry and Bog Pimpernel.  Wood 

Horsetail still exists in profusion 

A visit by Bunny Teagle in 1982 with 

Joy Fifer, Jeremy Purseglove and Tony 

Sames, found Remote Sedge, Opposite-

leaved Golden Saxifrage, Yellow 

Pimpernel and Royal Fern. 

A cumulative list of species includes more than 100 

species of fungi, 19 species of butterfly, 24 ground 

beetles, 206 plant species (in 1990) 55 birds and 200 

moths.  There are Muntjac, increasing numbers of 

Rabbits and signs of Badgers and Water Voles. 

 

One of the smaller seepages support Stonefly larvae 

– uncommon in the area. 

   

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

  

Progressive loss of natural habitat 

which were known as secret play areas 

to children, galvanized local people, in 

particular Mrs Joy Fifer, into forming 
the Save Our Bog Campaign which 

successfully saved the Bog from 

threatened development and paved the 

way for its appreciation and use as a 

nature area.  The Moseley Bog 

Conservation Group exists to conserve 

and enhance the area. 

 

An application to build houses on one 

side of the Bog resulted in a reduced 

housing scheme. 

J.R.R. Tolkien, author of ‘The Hobbit’ 
and ‘The Lord of the Rings’ lived near 

the Bog as a child.  Some of his 

experiences may have informed his 

writing . 

 

 

Used by walkers, dog walkers, children playing and  

local schoolchildren skiving, but not generally well 

used by children.  

 
Archaeological importance – two prehistoric burnt 

mounds (of national importance) mill pool dam, a 

pool, mill remains (local importance). 

 

Tolkien weekends held at Sarehole Mill recreation 

ground from 2000 onwards have proved very popular 

attracting 1000s of visitors, some from abroad. 

 

Rangers based at Sarehole Mill.  Activities include 

school visits, management, surveillance and 

interpretative walks 

 
Paths criss-cross the Reserve and in the wet areas of 

the Bog a 500 sleeper boardwalk has been installed, 

funded by well-wishers and installed by a 

community service group 

 

Management work is done by a group from a local 

school, volunteer work parties and local business 

groups. Intermittent use by local schools over the 

years. 

 

Promotion of the Bog, activities related to Tolkien 
weekend, paths and the installation of a boardwalk 

have resulted in greater use of the site for informal 

recreation. 

Surrounding land use 

 Mown grass, and sports pitches, 

residential development and school. 

 
Part of the open space corridor formed 

by the River Cole, near Coldbath Pool 

and Moseley Golf Course SINC, and 

SLINCs at Swanshurst Park and The 

Dell. 

One of the mown grass areas is now part of the LNR, 

having been extensively planted. Some new 

residential development on perimeter. 
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Main Changes of Note 
 

• Status - the nature conservation value of the site is now recognized. 

 

• Management - resources have been put into managing the site for informal 

recreation and maintenance of the biodiversity. 

 

• Habitat creation on adjacent land has resulted in a significant extension to the 

natural area. 

 

 

 

Future changes 
 

• Funding from Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 

• Implementation of 2002-2007 Management Plan involving protection and 

enhancement of the biodiversity value of the site and its educational and 

recreational use. 

 

• Water levels may change – resulting in the loss of many species. 
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Moseley Bog Photographs – 15 September 2005 
 

   

Interpretation panel at one of the entrances to 
Moseley Bog. 

A boardwalk of 500 sleepers has made the 
wetter areas accessible. 

Good shrub layer and regeneration within the 
wood. 

   

   
Pool covered with Least Duckweed. Prehistoric monster carved out of a fallen log by 

a local woodcarver. 

Remains of victorian garden. 

   

   
Moseley Bog, with its ancient mossy 
atmosphere could have inspired scenes in 

‘The Lord of the Rings’. 

An inflow to the Bog is polluted by a misdirected 
sewer. 

Dead wood is left to rot. 

   

  

 
Coldbath Brook comes out of its culvert under 
Joy’s Wood and into the Bog. 

Steps between Joy’s Wood and the Bog. Hazel weaving designed to protect the burnt 
mound – a valuable archaeological feature. 
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Open areas within the Bog support a varied 
flora. 

Joy’s Wood -  mosaic of woodland and grassy 
glades. 
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3.2.3   Queslett Quarry, Birmingham  
 

 

Location:    Oscott and Perry Barr, 7.5 km north of Birmingham city   

                                                centre 

 
Grid Reference:   SP 061 945 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Birmingham City Council  

 
Status:     SLINC and proposed SINC 

 
Area:      49ha 

 
 

 

General Description 
 

The Booth’s Lane sand and gravel workings, 8 km north of Birmingham City Centre 

extended over an area of 69 ha and were active until the early 1970s.  By 1975, the pools 

and cliffs had become colonized by a unique variety of plants and animals and were 

appreciated by people.  The area was known as ‘Queslett Quarry’ and became the subject 

of a campaign to protect the area for its natural interest, complemented by its dramatic 

landscape quality.  Although the fight to save the quarry was unsuccessful in that it was 

ultimately filled in with waste, some nuggets of consolation can be gleaned from the 

premise that it contributed to a general change in attitude towards nature in urban areas – 

an area previously seen as a derelict wasteland could be a valuable asset to both the 

landscape and the community.    

 

Part of the area was developed as a nature park with the retention of some of the willow 

scrub and a pool, planting of trees and creation of grassland areas.  This has now 

developed into an extended landscape of grassland with blocks of scrub and woodland 

and a large and shallow lake.   

 

A large proportion of the site comprises the capped former waste tip which has been 

sealed to public access due to active methane emissions.  This large area of hummocky 

grassland with some scrub, being isolated from people and dogs, has proved to be a haven 

for ground-nesting birds.   

 

At the present time, both the nature park and the planted waste tip area, comprise nearly 

50 hectares of pool, grassland and scrub of both local and regional importance for nature 

conservation. 
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30 Years of Changes at Queslett Former Sand and Gravel Quarry 

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No nature conservation designation. 

 

Whole area was designated SLINC.  

The enclosed area by Aldridge Road 

upgraded to SINC status recently for 

the ground-nesting birds (e.g  

Skylark, Partridge).  The rest of the 
site may become a SINC in future. 

   

Habitat/Section 

 

Gravel pit 

and 

surrounds 

 

A large pit left from the extraction of sand and 

gravel, comprising gravel and spoil areas, 

reedswamp, pools and wet woodland.   
There were four large pools with islands and a 

number of smaller pools, some of them temporary 

with sparse fringing and submerged vegetation. 

 

Two pools had sheer cliffs of more than 30m with 

a Sand Martin colony of over 70 nest holes.   

 

An area of wet woodland with Sycamore, Willows 

and wetland plants at the southern end of the site.  

Remainder of the area was bare ground with 

ruderal plant species.   

 

The whole area has been drastically 

transformed by the tipping of waste 

and subsequent capping and planting.  
The first area to be transformed was 

the western side, earmarked for 

retail, residential and open space.  

The residential aspect did not 

materialize because of ground 

conditions.  The open space was 

seeded with grass, planted with a 

variety of tree and shrub species and 

retained willow scrub and a sizable 

area of shallow open water to 

accommodate runoff from the 
surrounding landscape. This was 

named Queslett Community Nature 

Park (now Queslett Nature Park).   

 

The Aldridge Rd side, following 

waste tipping, was landscaped in the 

early 1990s using amenity grass mix 

at the northern end and wild flower 

mixes (including seed from 

Sudborough Breen Lodge Meadow 

SSSI in Northants) at the southern 
end.  It has developed into a mosaic 

of grassland (cut and collected) with 

woodland planting at the edges, is 

fenced and inaccessible due to active 

methane emissions.  The lack of 

disturbance from people and dogs 

has provided ideal conditions for 

ground nesting birds.   
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 1975 2005 

 

Species   

   

 Fringing vegetation included Greater Reedmace, 

Common Spike-rush, Rushes, Tufted Hair-grass, 

Greater Willowherb and Willows.  Curled 

Pondweed and Amphibious Bistort were recorded 

in the water as well as a number of invertebrates. 

 

The wet woodland areas included Sycamore, 

Alder, Oak and Willows with Angelica, 

Gipsywort, Tufted Hair-grass, Water Horsetail, 

Broad Buckler and Male Fern in the herb layer.  

The marsh and reedswamp areas included Greater 
Reedmace, Tufted Hair-grass, Common Spike-

rush and rush species. 

 

Frogs and Toads were recorded and birds included 

Skylark, Willow Warbler, Linnet, Redpoll, 

Goldfinch, Yellowhammer and House Sparrow 

with Grey Heron, Great Crested Grebe, Little 

Grebe, Tufted Duck, Little Ringed Plover and 

Common Sandpiper among the birds recorded on 

the water. 

 

A plant survey in 2002 found 219 

plant species and a 2004 survey 

revealed 160 plant species. Further 

survey in 2005 found 193 species 

including some unusual plants e.g. 

Spiny Restharrow and Prickly Sedge. 

The remaining pool supports a winter 

bird population that was dominated 

by Gulls when the adjacent waste tip 

was still in operation.   

The woodland areas support Jay, 
Long-tailed Tit, Stock Dove and 

Treecreeper. 

 

In two days of light trapping in 2004, 

186 moth species were recorded, 54 

of them uncommon or scarce at City, 

county or national level. 

 

Land west of Aldridge Lane supports 

good populations of ground-nesting 

birds e.g Skylark, Partridge and 
Meadow Pipit, resulting in upgrading 

from SLINC to SINC. 

   

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Pools were used for fishing.  Play area for children 

and bikes.   

 

The former waste tip by Aldridge Rd 

is closed to public access. 
No Ranger presence although this 

was intended in the early 1990s. 

Local people have attempted to fish 

in the pool but it is too shallow. 

Informal recreation, dog-walking, 

through-routing, but does not appear 

to be heavily used. 

There have been recent moves to 

start a Friends Group. 

   

Surrounding land use 

  

Housing, land at St Margarets Hospital, open 

space.  

Links with the Sandwell Valley Green Wedge and 

The Beacon Way. 

 

 

SLINC areas to the south of Booth’s 

Lane have now been lost to golf 

course development. 

New retail development to the north 

of the site.  Development proposals 

for St Margarets Hospital. 
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Main Changes of Note 

 
• Loss of Queslett Quarry and associated habitats. 

 

• Creation of a new landscape comprising a mosaic of grassland, pool, scrub and 

woodland. 

 

• Status – area adjacent to Aldridge Road is designated a SINC and Queslett Nature 

Park is a SLINC. 

 

 

 

Future changes 

 
• Designation – the whole site may be designated a SINC. 

 

• The area adjacent to Aldridge Road will not be accessible to the public until at 

least 2030. 

 

• Management Plan to be produced. 
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Queslett Nature Park - Site Photographs 2005 
 

   

There is a network of desire lines 
through the Nature Park. 
   

Swans and shopping trolleys in the 
pool. 

The pool attracts Coots and Gulls. 
 

   

   
Rough grassland and scrub, both 
naturally colonized and planted. 
 

Woodland areas of Sycamore and 
Birch have colonized the western side 
of the site. 

Scrub and grassland 2004. 

   

 
 

 

One of the entrances to the Park is 
less than welcoming. 

Land west of Aldridge Lane has been 
tipped with waste and capped.  It will 
remain inaccessible to the public for 
another 30 years. 

 

   

 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       22 

 

3.2.4   Spaghetti Junction, Birmingham  
 

 
Location:    4 km north-east of Birmingham City centre 

 
Grid Reference:   SP 095 902 

 
Ownership/ Management:   British Waterways, private, Birmingham City Council,   

    Highways Agency etc. 

 

Status:     SLINCs: River Tame, Tame Valley Canal, Birmingham 

      and Fazeley Canal, Grand Union Canal 

 

 

 

 

General Description 

 
One of the least likely nature conservation sites, Spaghetti Junction, as well as being a 

jumble of roads, is a jumble of linear transport routes; roads raised on concrete pillars, the 

River Tame, a railway line and canals interspersed with eroded waste areas, ruderal sites, 

amenity planting, scrub and a formal park with a lake.  The confluence of the various 

corridors to form a ‘node’ is recognized in the Birmingham Nature Conservation 

Strategy.   

 

The changes in the last 30 years relate mainly to succession and planting.  The trees 

within Salford Park now form a canopy in parts and numerous native and ornamental 

species have been planted.  The lake edges have become colonized with wetland species 

including Gipsywort, Hard Rush and Figwort. Flowering Rush is scattered around the 

lake.  A recent plant survey carried out for the Birmingham and Black Country Flora 

found 140 species in SP 0990. 

 

The River Tame is cleaner and now even supports Common Water Crowfoot.    Curled 

Pondweed has been found within the canal but the towpath remains the most interesting 

area botanically with species such as Black Horehound and Hoary Mustard. 
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Spaghetti Junction: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

   

 

 

 

No nature conservation 

designation. 

SLINCs: River Tame, Tame Valley Canal, Birmingham and 

Fazeley Canal, Grand Union Canal. 

   

Habitat/Section 

   
Salford Park Described by Bunny 

Teagle as ‘bleak’.  Lake 

used for boating and 

fishing with artificial 

banks supporting 

ruderal species e.g.  

Shepherd’s Purse, 

Groundsel, Ribwort 

Plantain, Annual 

Meadow-grass.   

The park trees, including Poplar, Willows, Ash and introduced 

Alder, have grown and are supplemented with numerous self 

sown trees, particularly along the northern path.  The lake sides, 

composed of rocks set into concrete, have accumulated debris 

and now support Figwort, Gipsywort and Rushes, with Nuttall’s 

Pondweed and Water Milfoil found in the water itself.  In 

addition to this numerous patches of Flowering Rush, scattered 

around the perimeter, give this hard edged formal pool a value 

that is not to be found in many similar park pools.  A Heron and 

Great Crested Grebe were seen fishing, as well as two fishermen 

who had camped in the Park. 
 

River Tame Described as a ‘murky, 

smelly stretch of the 

River Tame’ with 

Wormwood, Creeping 

Thistle, Great 

Willowherb, Broad-

leaved Dock and Reed 

Canary-grass on the 

banks. 

River not ‘smelly’, A survey this year found Water Crowfoot 

Ranunculus aquatilis, growing in the river, a sign that the water 

quality has improved.  Banks and overflow area support a 

vegetation of, Chickweed, Cleavers, Creeping thistle, Mugwort, 

Coltsfoot, Broad-leaved Dock, Wild Turnip and Cow Parsley. 

 

Canal  Canal towpaths with ruderal species including Black Horehound 

and Hoary Mustard Hirschfeldia incana, a plant from southern 
Europe, eaten with oil and lemon juice by Greeks.  Canal 

vegetation limited, although  Curled Pondweed has been noted. 

A young Cormorant was seen here. 

 

Miscellaneous 

patches of 

waste ground 

A strip of waste ground  

(SP088901) had much 

Creeping Soft-grass and 

signs of Short-tailed 

Vole.  The rare spider 

Tegenaria agrestis was 

collected here. 

Two different areas examined during 2005.  One west of 

Lichfield Rd, with mature scrub, largely Cherry with Lime, 

Hawthorn and a ground flora of Cow Parsley, Yarrow, Cleavers, 

Nettle and Mosses.  The carnivorous Draparnaud’s Glass Snail 

Oxychilus draparnaudi  was found here, only the third record 

for Birmingham and the Black Country for a species with a 

‘local’ distribution. 
 

The other patch of recently disturbed waste ground adjacent to 

Salford Bridge supported a varied ruderal flora including Red 

Fescue, Wild Carrot, Hairy Tare, Creeping Thistle, Canadian 

Fleabane and Guernsey Fleabane, the latter becoming more 

common in this area, having spread from the southeast. 
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 1975 2005 

 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Salford Park is a public 

park.  Lake used for 

boating and fishing. 

Lake used for fishing etc. Canal towpath used by public.  Park 

frequented by joggers and walkers.  Waste patches under 

Spaghetti Junction appear largely undisturbed apart from areas 

that have required access for maintenance of the road 

infrastructure.  One patch has been used as an art installation. 
   

Surrounding land use 

   

 Industrial and 

residential. 

Industrial, residential, new entertainment complex. 

   

 

 

 

 

Main Changes of Note 
 

• Salford Park - the vegetation within the Park has matured, there has been further 

planting of trees.  Wetland vegetation around the lake has become more diverse. 

 

• River Tame - water quality has improved. 

 

 

 

Future changes 
 

• No major changes are anticipated. 
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Spaghetti Junction - Site Photographs   8 November 2005 
 

 
  

View of M6 pillars and River Tame 
through Salford Bridge. 

M6 pillars and River Tame. The River Tame supports Water 
Crowfoot with Nettles, Wild Turnip and 
Cow Parsley on the banks. 

   

 
  

Birmingham Canal. Cormorant on canal. Wasteland with Hawthorn and Cherry 
scrub. 

   

  
 

Wasteland with ruderal species. View of Salford Park Lake. Trees and scrub around Salford Park. 
   

 
  

Flowering Rush in Salford Park Lake. Northern edge of lake in Salford Park.  Self-seeded Ash adjacent to path. 
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3.2.5   Swanshurst Park, Birmingham 
 

 
Location:    Billesley, 6 km south of Birmingham City Centre 

 
Grid Reference:   SP 094 815 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Birmingham City Council/Dept of Leisure 

 
Status:     Pond only was a SINC, now a SLINC 

 
Area:     18ha 

 
 

 

 

General Description 

 

A public park of nearly 18 hectares with large areas of grassland, a lake used for fishing, 

stream, silted up pool, scrub, wet woodland and swamp areas.  The lake is known as 

Moseley New Pool and may have been created to replace the pool that is now Moseley 

Bog.  A small proportion of the Park (a pool once used to water the now defunct 

miniature golf course) is designated of nature conservation value.  However changes in 

management and the processes of succession have created a number of valuable habitats 

and a diversity of plant species.  Local opinion, although initially concerned at the 

apparent lack of management, is now generally in favour of the ‘countryside’ feel of the 

changes within the Park. 
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Swanshurst Park:  30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 
   

 Public park Pond was a SINC, now a SLINC.  Area around pond 

now under consideration for nature conservation 

status. 

Habitat/Section 
   

Mown grass and 

trees 

Mown grass Around 30% of the close mown grass area is now 

managed as a ‘conservation cut’ (mown once or 

twice a year).  This area now includes large areas of 

neutral grassland dominated by Bent grasses with 

patches of acid grassland with Heath Rush Juncus 

squarrosus and Harebell Campanula rotundifolia 

and Lady’s Bedstraw Galium verum.  Large numbers 
of Grasshoppers, Gatekeepers and Meadow Brown 

Butterflies. Towards the base of the slope the 

grassland is wet, with water-filled hollows leading to 

areas of marsh and swamp with Great Willowherb 

Epilobium hirsutum and Greater Reedmace Typha 

latifolia. 

 

Boating lake Stocked with fish, used for 

boating. 

No longer used for boating but still used by anglers.  

Waterbirds fed by the public – Mallards, Canada 

Geese, Swans. Recent problems with eutrophication 

– has had algal blooms and dead fish.   
 

Miniature golf 

course 

Mown grass with outflow from 

boating lake interrupted by pond 

with Willows. No public access. 

Golf course abandoned for financial reasons about 

1995.  Has had minimal management since.  Grass 

has not been cut – some scrub developing.  

Grassland species poor. 

Free public access. 

Initially local people complained about the area 

being left to go wild but now ‘ no-one wants it turned 

back’. Popular with dog walkers and kids building 

dens. Some vandalism. 

 
Pond Created between 1910 and the 

1930s. Provides water for the 

surrounding golf course.  ‘Wild 

with marshy edges and an 

abundance of aquatic plants 

including Water Plantain Alisma 

plantago aquatica, Fool’s 

Watercress Apium nodiflorum, 

Starwort Callitriche sp., Marsh 

Thistle Cirsium palustre, Great 

Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, 

Common Reed Phragmites 

australis.  Frogs breed. 

No public access apart from 

golfers. 

Pond has become silted and little open water present.  

Succession to wet woodland.  Still used by breeding 

Frogs. 

 

Swans bred in the park for the first time in 30 years – 

nesting in the pond/wet woodland and then feeding 

on the fishing lake. 
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 1975 2005 

 
Stream Not mentioned. Good populations of Shrimps Gammarus pulex in 

water coming from pond. 

 

Bank of gorse 

adjacent to 

Swanshurst Lane 

 

Gorse managed by cutting. Gorse still present on bank and managed by cutting. 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

   

 

 

 

 

Public park, football pitches and 

tennis courts, prefabs, toilets. 

Formal recreation facilities;  boat house, tennis 

courts, toilets and prefabs have been removed due to 

lack of money for maintenance. Mown grass used for 

football but no goal posts. 

   

Surrounding land use 

   

 Residential. Residential. 

   

 

Main Changes of Note 

 
• Loss of formal park facilities due to financial constraints – miniature golf, toilets, 

boating house, tennis courts. 

  

• A change in management practices has allowed the development of ‘meadow’ 

areas as well as succession from pond to wet woodland.  This has led to a great 

increase in biodiversity in the park.  Initial concerns by local people about these 

new ‘wild’ areas have given way to an appreciation of them, particularly by dog 

walkers. In fact the area of accessible parkland has increased by over 30%. 

 

Future changes 

 
• Management Plan currently being drawn up. 

 

• Recognition of increased nature conservation value by assignment of conservation status 

to the area adjacent to the pond. 

 

• Pond/wet woodland succession continues. New pool may be created. 

 

• Problems of eutrophication in Fishing Pool needs to be addressed. 

 

• Greater educational activity. 

 

• Establishment of a Friends Group. 
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Swanshurst Park - Site Photographs   3 August 2005 
 

   
The pool on the golf course has turned into 
swamp and wet woodland . 
 

Wet grassland, swamp and scrub have 
developed at the base of the valley where mown 
grass was the norm 30 years ago. 

 

Around one third of the grassland is now 
managed as a ‘conservation cut’, once a year.  A 
sward of neutral grassland with patches of wet 

grassland and acid grassland has developed: a 
haven for Brown Butterflies and Grasshoppers. 
 

   

  

 

Previous management maintained this as a 
closely mown sward.  Less frequent mowing has 
allowed species such as Harebell, Lady’s 
Bedstraw and Great Burnet to flower. 

 

As with many public parks in Birmingham and 
the Black Country, the undulating landscape and 
mature trees give the air of encapsulated 
countryside.  Here the contrast between the two 

mowing regimes in the park is clear.  
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3.3     DUDLEY 
 

3.3.1  Castle Hill, Dudley  
 

 
Location:    Adjacent to Dudley City Centre 

 
Grid Reference:   SO 945 914 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Dudley Zoo,  Dudley MBC 

 
Status:    SINC  

 
Area:     17ha 

 
 

 

 

General Description 
 

Castle Hill forms part of a limestone ridge adjacent to Dudley town centre and is partly 

incorporated into Dudley Zoo, with the remainder freely accessible to the public.  Part of 

the hill has been extensively excavated in the past and this is evident in the varied 

topography within the ridge.  Much of the hill is covered with mature woodland, some of 

the trees having been planted following mining and others having survived the 

excavations.  The woodland flora is dominated by Dog’s Mercury with patches of 

Bluebell, Sanicle, Wood Anemone and Wood Melick.  The limestone substrate gives rise 

to a range of rarities to be found in the more open areas and on the castle walls, including 

Deadly Nightshade, Ploughman’s Spikenard and Blue Fleabane.  As well as plants, the 

area has been found to be particularly valuable for bats and Badgers. 

 

The large open area to the east of Castle Hill comprises semi-natural meadow, stream, 

scrub and ruderal habitats and is the subject of protracted development proposals for 

housing and retail units with an interpretation centre for geology. 
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Castle Hill: 30 Years of Changes  

   

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

 

 

 

Castle Mill Basin, the meeting of canals – 

steep-sided and a geological SSSI. 

 

Castle Hill is a SINC, Castle Mill Basin SSSI 

status denotified (Steep sides now covered with 

ivy). 

   

Habitat/Section 

   

Woodland Within the Zoo, mature trees and shrubs 

are found around the animal enclosures 

including Beech, Elm, Ash and Elder 

with remnants of woodland herbs and 

grasses; Giant Fescue, Dog’s Mercury, 

Lord’s and Ladies. The castle wall 
supported Wallflower, Ploughman’s 

Spikenard and Ivy-leaved Toadflax. 

 

Outside the Zoo, the mature woodland is 

dominated by Sycamore and Ash with 

Elder, Hawthorn, Beech, Hazel, 

Dogwood, Field Maple and Elm. Dog’s 

Mercury, Bluebell, Giant Fescue, Wood 

Anemone and Wood Melick are among 

the species to be found in the herb layer. 

 

The habitat of Castle Hill has probably changed 

relatively little in the last 30 years. The trees are 

actively regenerating and Dog’s Mercury 

dominates in the field layer, but Bluebell, Wood 

Anemone, Wood Melick, Sanicle, Harts Tongue 

Fern and Yellow Archangel are still to be found. 
 

Where the tree canopy is less dense there is Wall 

Lettuce, Ploughman’s Spikenard, Wild 

Strawberry and Glaucous Sedge. 

 

The caverns beneath Castle Hill once included 

17 galleries but because of collapses these were 

filled in. 

 

A plant survey of the Zoo area carried out in 

2001 revealed a particularly interesting flora 
associated with the castle walls including three 

species of Asplenium fern and Deadly 

Nightshade. 

   

Species   

  

In 1975, Bunny Teagle noted a deserted 
rookery.  Birds seen included House 

Sparrow and Starling (presumably too 

numerous to count), Stock Dove, Tits, 

Greenfinch and Chaffinch.  Swallows 

nested in one of the sheds. Goldcrest, 

Willow Warbler, Song Thrush and 

Bullfinch were heard singing 

 

Pill Millipede was among the 

invertebrates recorded. 

 

Badgers have been present for more than 20 
years and have benefited from scavenging 

within the Zoo. 

Common Pipistrelle and Noctule Bats use the 

area for feeding and roosting.  The caverns are 

important for a number of species of Myotis bat 

including Brandt’s Bat and Brown Long-eared 

Bat.  As a hibernation area for bats, the caverns 

are of regional and possibly national importance. 

 

Great Crested Newts have been introduced and 

are breeding. 
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 1975 2005 

 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoo. 

Walking, informal recreation. 

Dumping of waste and motorcycle 

scrambling are less desirable activities. 

 

Zoo. 

Informal recreation 

Healthy walking initiative – Green Gym. 

   

Surrounding land use 

   

 Cinema, car parking, Dudley Castle and 

Zoo, railway, farmland, residential. 

Black Country Museum.  Major housing and 

retail and geological interpretation development 

proposals relating to the Zoo and land to the 

south and east of Castle Hill are in progress. 

To the south of Castle Hill, the freight transfer 

area and railway land has been cleared and 

leveled and is now covered with pioneer 
vegetation and plants that are generally 

uncommon in the area including Eyebright, 

Southern Marsh and Common Spotted Orchid. 

   

 

 

 

Main Changes of Note 
 

• There have been major changes to the land to the east of Castle Hill – involving 

remediation of land, development of the Black Country Museum, cessation of 

grazing, succession from ruderal and grassland to scrub. 

 

• The development proposals relating to this area have prompted major ecological 

evaluation of the area and have highlighted the importance of seminatural 

grassland, badger populations and bat populations. 

 

• Within the Zoo, there have been piecemeal changes to the enclosures. 

 

 

 

Future changes 
 

• The proposed development would increase the proportion of built development 

adjacent to Castle Hill on what is currently a large area of open space. 

 

• Part of the proposed development is a geological interpretation centre. 
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Castle Hill - Site Photographs   18 September 2005 
 

   
A dense canopy with sparse ground 
flora. 
 

Exposed limestone with fossils abound 
through the wood. 

Dog’s Mercury carpets the wood in 
parts. 

   

   
A badger footprint? 
 

Disturbed freight area to the east of 
Castle Hill, now becoming colonized by 
ruderal species e.g. Melilot. 
 

Limestone chippings by the disused 
railway line supports Eyebright, one of 
only 2 locations in Dudley. 

   

 
  

Peggy’s Meadow. Blackberries provide foraging 
opportunities. 
 

Comma butterfly on bramble. 
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3.3.2   Saltwells Wood, Doulton’s Claypit, Dudley 
 

 
Location:    3km south of Dudley Town Centre 

 
Grid Reference:   SO 933 872 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Dudley MBC 

 
Status:     Local Nature Reserve, SSSI, SINC/SLINC 

 
Area:     >100ha 

 
 

 

General Description 

 
Saltwells Wood was declared a Local Nature Reserve in 1981, the first one in the West 

Midlands. An extremely varied area in terms of land use history, vegetation, topography, 

hydrology and substrate.  The habitats include extensive areas of mature oak woodland 

and scrub of varying types and stages of succession, streams, pools, reedswamp and 

grassland both grazed and cut. Bunny Teagle described Doulton’s Claypit as ‘one of the 

most remarkable pieces of abandoned industrial land….it is scenically impressive and 

biologically rich.’ 

 

The Wood itself covers over 40 ha and is dominated by mature Oak and Beech trees with 

Ash, Sycamore, Hybrid Lime, Holly and Birch.  Some areas were cleared of Sycamore 20 

years ago and replanted with native species. More than 70,000 trees have been planted in 

the last 25 years in the wood and nearby areas.  There are associated areas of horse-

grazed pasture, hayfield, marshland and stream with pools, hedgerows and recolonising 

industrial waste areas.  Doulton’s Claypit, comprising a geological SSSI since 1955, is 

largely colonized by scrub.  The base is wet with stream, flushes and wetland habitats. 

 

Extensive survey work in 1985/6 led to the production of the main Management Plan.  

Surveys of plants, molluscs, freshwater invertebrates, fungi, galls, birds, mammals and 

terrestrial invertebrates were carried out. 

 

For the last 24 years there has been a ranger presence on site with educational facilities 

within the Wood.  This has resulted in an internationally recognised centre of good 

practice within an urban area for the conservation of nature combined with recreational 

and educational use by people. 
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Saltwells Wood and Area: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 

 

2005 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

   

 

 

 

SSSI for geological exposures. 

 

LNR declared in 1981. 

Geological SSSI. 

SINC/SLINC.  

   

Habitat/Section 

   
Saltwells 

Wood 

Ancient oak coppice replanted in 1795.  

Canopy of Oak, Sycamore, Ash and Hybrid 

Lime. Understorey of Elder, Holly and 

Bramble.  Ground flora supports Creeping 

Softgrass, Bracken and Bluebell. Damper 

areas support Tufted Hair-grass, Wood 

Brome, Wood False-brome, Yellow 

Archangel and Dog’s Mercury.  

 

The Wood is suggested by Cole (1983) to 

provide one of the best examples of oak 

regeneration in the West Midlands.  

Four areas were cleared of Sycamore in the early 

1980s and planted with Oak, Beech, Ash, Birch, 

Hazel, Holly, Hawthorn and Juniper.   

Primroses and ‘violets’ have been planted 

around the Reserve. 

Molluscs, e.g. Aegopinella pura and Leiostyla 

anglica, provide evidence of unbroken 

woodland cover, both species being ancient 
woodland indicators. The terrestrial invertebrate 

fauna appears to be rich.  The aquatic fauna is 

varied in areas that are not affected by pollution. 

 

Currently benefiting from the Forestry 

Commission’s Woodland Grant Scheme. 

 

The Polo Oak/ birch woodland with ground flora of 

Wavy Hair-grass and Creeping Soft-grass.  

 

There was a lot of Sycamore here and much was 

cleared in 1985/6.Good development of a herb 

and shrub layer in spite of bike erosion. 

 

Doulton’s 
Claypit 

A fireclay quarry abandoned in 1948.  
Geological SSSI (notified in 1955) 

containing exposures of the Middle Coal 

Measures. Unstable quarry walls, 

colonization by vegetation including tree 

species.  Other geological sites of interest 

are found within the nature reserve.  Species 

colonizing the claypit sides include Western 

Gorse, Oak, Birch, Sycamore and 

Hawthorn.  There are flushes supporting 

Yellow Sedge and Hemp Agrimony.  The 

base of the Pit has a higher water table with 
damming to create a pool. Associated 

species include Water Horsetail and three 

species of Pondweed: Potamogeton natans, 

P.pectinatus, P. perfoliatus.  Flowering 

Rush and Great Reedmace are found in the 

reedswamp. In 1975, both Greater and 

Lesser Reedmace were present. 

 

Some ruderal species have been shaded out by 
scrub development. Management here involves 

clearing out Great Reedmace. 
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 1975 

 

2005 

Tailings 

Tip 

An area of mining spoil initially left to 

colonise naturally.  Due to the toxic nature 

of the substrate, little would grow.   

Has been scarified and seeded with heather 

sourced from the Long Mynd. 

 

The 

Settling 

Pools 

 Created in 1982/3 as part of the Enterprise Zone 

with the National Rivers Authority.  Takes 

runoff from the industrial estate and surface 

water. Now need to be desilted but tests show 

high toxicity therefore costs would be high.  

Currently grass is cut at the edge and Common 

Reed is also cut. 

 

Grassland 
including 

Lodge 

Farm 

Fields, 

Hayfields, 

Butterfly 

Field 

Some areas of old semi-natural grassland 
that have been subject to years of horse-

grazing.  Other areas have developed 

naturally or with seeding on spoil. 

A variety of management including grazing, 
cutting, cutting and grazing and no management. 

Pony field had abundant lesser Yellow-rattle and 

Oxeye Daisy in 1985. Hayfield was found to be 

the most productive grassland for macrofungi 

(1983). 

 

A survey of the grasslands within the LNR 

(Trueman, 2004) found a number of scarce 

species including Lesser Butterfly Orchid, Bee 

Orchid, Betony and Devil’s-bit Scabious. 

 
Black 

Brook and 

Tipsyford 

Brook 

Polluted. In 1985/6 found to be subject to ‘quite severe 

organic contamination’ and heavy metal 

contamination. Now still contaminated. 

 

Snake 

Pool and 

Claypits 

Pool 

Snake Pool has a clay base and water is 

largely from groundwater/surface runoff. It 

supports newts, Toads and Frogs as well as 

a range of invertebrates. 

Claypit pools and flushes created by 

damming. 

 

Large numbers of Great Crested Newts, 

Common Newt and Palmate Newt were put into 

the pools after the removal of fish. They were 

rescued from Anchor Lane pools in Bilston (SO 

937950) which were being filled in in 1984.  

Success not known.  Breeding may have been 

affected as locals have reintroduced fish. 

Marginal plants have been introduced around the 
pools. 

Netherton 

Hill 

Seeded with gorse which when mature 

became a fire hazard.   

Now scarified on a 4/5 year basis to ensure that 

plants remain small.  Some seeding of heather 

sourced from Walsall. 
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 1975 

 

2005 

Species 

   

 In 1975  The Endless Village recorded six 

species of spider in the Claypit including 

Phrurolithus festivus, a ‘running foliage 

spider’ often associated with ants. 

 

The Endless Village found breeding Green 

Woodpecker, Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, 

Linnet, Redpoll and Yellowhammer. Red-

backed Shrike bred in the Claypit until 

1966.   

 
Fish species – largely dependent upon the 

whims of local anglers, however there are 

reports of Bullhead in the Claypit. 

 

 

There is a rich fungal flora – a survey in 1982 

found 280 species with 40 described as ‘rare’. 

 

Thirty-three species of terrestrial mollusc were 

recorded in 1982 and 13 species of aquatic 

mollusc in 1982-1986. 

 

In 1986 54 spider species were recorded, most 

being widespread and common.   

Lepidopterous fauna recorded in 1985/6 found 

13 butterfly species and 280 moth species, 
which was considered to be lower than expected.  

A further 12 species of butterfly have been 

recorded since then and Marbled White has been 

introduced. 

 

Fourty-four bird species were recorded in 1984 

with an observation that lower than expected 

species and numbers of birds were breeding, 

possibly due to the reduced shrub cover.  Red-

backed Shrike was subsequently recorded in 

1984. 
 

All five amphibian species have been recorded, 

particularly from the Claypit, with the palmate 

newt possibly the only artificially introduced 

species. 

 

Both Grass Snake and Common Lizard have 

been observed throughout the time period.  

 

Eightenn mammal species (excluding Bats) with 

Muntjac recently added to the list. 
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 1975 

 

2005 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

In 1975 Bunny Teagle noted ‘a considerable 

amount of rubbish dumped at N end, in 

lane, but the wood almost unscathed.  

Subject, however to some disturbance.  A 

man and a youth with a gun encountered 

and evidence of motor-cycle scrambing 

noted. The wood has suffered the invasion 

of motor cyclists and rubbish tipping has 

blighted its northern edge, where it is 

bordered by a narrow and degraded country 

lane, but when one surveys the squalid 
industrial scene that lies immediately to the 

west one must be grateful for the fact that it 

has survived at all’. 

 

 

By 1981 the situation had deteriorated with fire 

damage to trees, flytipping, and traveler 

encampments. 

 

In 1981 a ranger presence on site, seven days a 

week until dusk, resulted in discouragement of 

traveler encampments. Illegal grazing was 

tackled by fencing the boundary of the Reserve 

and providing stiles and gates. Removal of 

industrial and domestic rubbish and surfacing of 

some paths increased use by local people - 
particularly children – who were encouraged to 

seek ranger help if there were any problems. A 

Reserve Centre was opened in 1983. The 

demand from school groups was very high.  By 

1986, the Management Plan notes a certain 

degree of vandalism but suggests that 

‘deleterious effects differ little in intensity from 

those observable on much less accessible rural 

nature reserves’. 

2005 – ranger presence on site although some 

contraction of the hours covered.  School use 
has reduced since the late 1980s from 5000 

children per year to 1000 per year.  This is due 

to health and safety concerns and to the local 

provision of a purpose built environmental 

education centre in the Dudley Environment 

Zone. 

  

There used to be a Sunday birdwatchers’ club 

with some members from a local factory – 

successful for a few years.  

In 1992 the Reserve was awarded the UK Man 

and the Urban Biosphere Award for Excellence, 
one of only 15 sites in the UK to receive this 

award. 

In 2002, the western part of the Wood was 

designated a Scheduled Ancient Monument for 

unusual survival of earthworks and mining 

activity dating back to at least the 1300s. 

 

A project planned this year is collection of 

acorns by children – these will be sent to a 

nursery to be grown for 2 years and then 

children will plant the saplings. 
There is encouragement now to start a local 

‘Friends’ group – as with all open spaces – they 

would be able to access funds that are currently 

unavailable to councils. 
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 1975 

 

2005 

Surrounding land use 

   

  An increasing area of land has come under the 

management of the Reserve including The 

Settling Pools and Tailings Tip. 

 

Merry Hill 

and 

Dudley 

Enterprise 

Zone 

Semi-natural farmland In 1981, the farmland adjacent to the Wood was 

declared the Dudley Enterprise Zone (area 

bounded by Blackbrook Road in the north, Two 

Woods Lane/Coppice Lane in the south and by 

the Dudley Canal on the east and west).  In the 

space of four years around 61 hectares of semi-
natural habitat was lost to buildings.  The losses 

included tall herb areas, grassland, hedges and 

immature woodland. Merry Hill Shopping 

Centre, one of Europe’s largest, was built. 

 

Netherton 

Hill 

Was opencast for coal and clay to the 

1960s. 

Now covered by gorse scrub and grassland. 

Heather has been introduced.  Parts grazed by an 

unusual breed of cattle – Murray Grey chosen 

for hardiness and tolerance of people and dogs 

(part of a Countryside Stewardship agreement 

with DEFRA). 
 

 Links with Dudley Canal to the north and 

with the River Stour to the south via the 

Blackbrook. 

 

Surrounding land use industrial and residential. 

 

Main Changes of Note 

 
• Designation – Local Nature Reserve status since 1981. 

 

• Management - tree planting, Sycamore removal to introduce a varied canopy and 

shrub layer. Grassland management via grazing and cutting to increase 

biodiversity. 

 

• Community Use – active encouragement of recreational and educational use and 

discouragement of abuse has resulted in a valued and cared for resource for local 

people. 

 

• Dudley Enterprise Zone – industrial and retail development on adjacent farmland 

resulted in the loss of a large area of semi-natural, semi-rural and quintessential 

Black Country Habitat. 

 

• Waste disposal – both past (toxic waste area at the Tailings) and current (outflows 

into the Blackbrook) continue to require remediative action. 
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Future changes 
 

• Succession on the Claypit – the open areas will be lost without management. 

 

• Polluted runoff into the Blackbrook – both water and silt pollution may be 

addressed if funds are available. 

 

• Dudley MBC – level of staffing and facilities may change in the future – an 

interpretation centre/workshop may be an option. 
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Saltwells Wood and area - Site Photographs   13 October 2005 
 

   
Saltwells Wood is a major landscape 
feature. 

Alan Harris was the first warden of 
Saltwells Nature Reserve in 1981 and 
now retired, still maintains an active 
interest. 

Rock exposures in Doultons Claypit 
SSSI attract student groups from far 
afield. 

   

 
  

Canal passing through the The 
Sounding Bridge (called this by locals 
because of acoustic features). Passes 
over Brewins Cutting SSSI. 
 

Rock exposure on Brewins Cutting 
SSSI. 

View over canal to Netherton Hill.  Was 
open cast until early 1970s then seeded 
with gorse. Slope on left has been 
machine cut recently. Slope on right 
was cut 2 years ago.  A cut every 4/5 
years is planned to prevent gorse 
becoming too large and being set alight.  
Other parts of Netherton hill are grazed 
by Murray Grey cattle. 
 

   

   

View of industrial units in the Dudley 
Enterprise Zone – an area that was 
farmland until the1980s.  

View of Saltwells Wood in the distance.  
Farmland and colonized industrial land 
in the foreground now forms part of the 
Nature Reserve.  The field in the 
distance is a ex open cast area, seeded 
with wildflower mix and cut for hay and 
grazed (an uncut strip is left for 
overwintering invertebrates). 
 

The Settling Pools – created in 1982/3 
to accommodate runoff from the 
industrial development.  Phragmites 
beds and sluices with booms.  Water 
and silt is polluted. Needs desilting but 
would be expensive as it is toxic waste.  
Grass at edge and sometimes 
Phragmites is cut.  Water flows into 
theBlackbrook. Sedge Warblers and 
Reed Bunting nest here. 
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A sunny bank by the Butterfly Field – a 
favourite basking site for Common 
Lizard. 

Lodge Farm Fields.  Part of original 
farmland. Some evidence of ridge and 
furrow.  Horse grazed in a sympathetic 
manner.  Had been earmarked for 
housing in the1980s but now part of 
LNR. 
 

Saltwells Wood.  Canopy, shrub and 
herb layers with little erosion.   

   

   

Saltwells Wood. Squirrels are a constant 
problem. 

Saltwells Wood. Volunteers and 
placement students work alongside the 
Rangers on management tasks. 

Saltwells Wood. Two old Beech trees 
by the path had their tops removed for 
safety reasons. This cost more than 
complete removal. 
 

   

   

Saltwells Wood. Hollow base to old 
Beech tree. 

Saltwells Wood.  Millenium Babies 
project (NUFU)– a tree was planted for 
babies born in the Millennium.  Elm in 
this area had died and the new trees are 
Cherry and Lime (less attractive to 
Squirrels). 
 

Saltwells Wood. Laying of cables for TV 
cut through roots and resulted in the 
death of at least one old Beech tree. 
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Saltwells House.  From the 1970s was 
used as a children’s home but has been 
empty for four years.  There are long 
term plans to have a visitor centre/artists 
premises.  Situated in the middle of the 
Wood, it is subject to vandalism. 

Saltwells Wood.  A storage hut built with 
the help of local children from felled 
Sycamore 20 years ago. 
 

Saltwells Wood. An indoor classroom 
area can be used by local school 
groups. 

   

  

 

The Blackbrook flows through the Wood. 
 

Lady’s Folly, known locally as The Polo.  
Largely Sycamore, this area of 
woodland was the subject of a 
successful campaign to save it from 
open cast mining in the early 1980s. 
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3.3.3  Fens Pools, Dudley 
 

 
Location:    Pensnett, Dudley 

 
Grid Reference:   SO 917 886 

 
Ownership/ Management:  Dudley MBC/ British Waterways Board, Dudley MBC,    

                                               private companies 

 

Status:              LNR, SSSI, SINC, SLINC, SAC, Green Wedge, Open 

                                                Space Corridor 

 
Area:     45ha  

 
 

 

General Description 
 

Fens Pools form part of the The Buckpool and Fens Pools Nature Reserve, a green wedge 

encompassing a wide variety of habitats and containing the largest area of water and 

wetland habitats in Dudley.   

 

Largely through natural succession the area has changed from a desolate scene of 

abandoned waste, from coal and iron industries and clay extraction, to a landscape rich in 

wildlife and appreciated by local people.   The wide diversity of habitats include three 

large canal feeder reservoirs, canal, marsh, pools and a mosaic of grassland, ruderal and 

scrub habitats.  The area is particularly noted for amphibians, birds, dragonflies, wetland 

plants and ruderal plants. It has been designated a Special Area of Conservation and SSSI 

for its nationally important population of Great Crested Newts. 

 

Although in the 1970s the nature conservation value of both Fens Pools and Buckpool 

Wedge was appreciated in some quarters, its value as a both a recreational and wildlife 

resource needed to be recognized.  With pressure from nature conservation organisations 

and the formation of the Pensnett Wildlife Group, the importance of the area as a natural 

open space became established.  Now LNR and biodiversity designations, Ranger 

presence on site, interpretation and signage and defined access points encourage positive 

use of the resource. 

 

Fens Pools continue to be well used by local people for angling, birdwatching, walking, 

children’s play, short cuts, cycling and other informal recreation. Numerous small ponds 

have been created to improve the breeding success for Great Crested Newts and islands 

have been made for nesting birds. 
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Fens Pools: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No designation. 

 

Special Area of Conservation 20.4ha designated 

for populations of Great Crested Newt for which 

this is considered to be one of the best areas in the 

UK (2005). 

SSSI – because of amphibian populations (1990). 
SINC 

LNR (1992) 

Wildlife Corridor 

Habitat/Section 

 

Fens Pools 

area 

 

Industrial wasteland with three 

interconnected large pools established 
in late 18th C  to feed the Staffordshire 

and Worcestershire canal system and 

the disused Fens Branch of the 

Stourbridge Canal.  Mostly rough 

grassland grazed by cattle, horses and 

ponies with areas of Hawthorn, Birch, 

Elder and Willow scrub.   

 

 

Succession has occurred in the last 30 years on 

many of the ruderal areas.  

Fens Branch 

of the 

Stourbridge 
Canal (Wide 

Waters) 

Disused canal with reedbed, marsh and 

scrub – plants include Common Water 

Plantain, Branched Bur-reed, 
Watercress and Canadian Pondweed. 

Abundant rich aquatic fauna including 

Water Spider, Water Bugs, Molluscs, 

Leeches, Flatworms, Smooth Newts, 

Toads and Three-spined Sticklebacks.  

Pike and Tench recorded in 1975/6.  

Good populations of fish, invertebrates and birds.  

Extensive fringe of marginal vegetation including 

Reed Sweet-grass and Water Plantain. 

   

Grove Pool Well-developed margin of Reed Sweet-

grass and a large area of reedswamp at 

the eastern end, dominated by Reed 

Sweet-grass with Broad-leaved 
Pondweed.  Hawthorn on the steep 

south banks.  Rich aquatic fauna 

including five species of Caddisfly 

larva 

 

Extensive marginal vegetation.  Rich invertebrate 

fauna including lesser water boatmen, Water Stick 

Insect, leeches, water beetles, damselfly larvae, 

Water Slaters, Whirlpool Ram’s-horn and the rare 
Leach’s Bithynia Snail (2005). 

Middle Pool Hawthorn scrub on steep slopes, Soft 

Rush and Willow carr at western end.  

West of scrap dump on south east is a 

marshy edge with a large area of Reed 

Sweet-grass, Common Reed, Reed-

mace and Mare’s-tail.   

 
Used for sailing till mid-1980s but boat 

shed burnt down.  Swimming also took 

place. 

A large population of the locally rare Shining 

Pondweed noted here and in Fens Pool in 1986 

and 1990.  1990 – a large colony of Southern 

Marsh Orchid and two base-rich marshes.  Blue-

green algae found in Grove and Middle Pools in 

1990. Invertebrate fauna include Zebra Mussel, 

Ram’s-horn Snails, Water Beetles, Common 
Bithynia Snail and damselfly larvae (2005). A new 

settling pool has been created adjacent to Middle 

Pool.. 
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 1975 2005 

 
Fens Pool Not closely examined in 1975/6 but 

subject to considerable disturbance 

including a power boat. 

In 1977 found to be more diverse 

botanically than the other two pools, 

with Common Reed, Club-rush, Reed 
Sweet-grass, Mares-tail, Broad-leaved 

Pond-weed, Circular-leaved Crowfoot 

Ranunculus circinatus, Watercress, 

Water Mint and Water Horsetail.  The 

input stream supports Narrow-leaved 

Water Parsnip and nationally rare 

Purple Small Reed. 

 

Purple Small Reed has not been seen for three 

years (2005). 

 

A new island has been created allowing Tufted 

Ducks to nest for the first time. 
 
Invertebrates include Lesser Water Boatmen, 

Common Bithynia, Water Slater, and Caddisfly 

larvae (2005). 

Smaller 

Pools 

There are a number of smaller pools, 

particularly to the north of Fens Pools, 

some supporting Mare’s-tail and 

Stonewort.  These are the favoured 
breeding areas for the Great Crested 

Newt due to the absence of fish. 

 

Twenty-two further pools have been excavated 

since 1992 and these have been utilized by all 

three species of newts, Toads and Frogs. 

Grassland, 

scrub, 

willow carr 

Unimproved neutral and acidic 

grassland forms the majority of the site.  

Some is mown and other areas are 

grazed by horses. Species diversity is 

variable, from relatively poor and 

heavily grazed to an ancient species- 

rich meadow supporting rare Adder’s 

Tongue Fern and Dyer’s Greenweed, 
and acid grassland supporting Wavy 

Hair Grass.   

 

Dense scrub dominated by Hawthorn 

with Bramble, Elder and Salix spp in 

the wetter areas.   

 

There are small patches of Willow carr 

with various Salix species including 

Purple Willow. 

 

Grassland continues to be grazed by horses, 

although not allowed on council land.  The grazing 

is dynamic and leads to structural diversity within 

the site. 

 

Adder’s Tongue and Hay Rattle can still be found 

but Dense Silky Bent Grass, Hard Grass and 

almost certainly Small Toadflax and Dyers 
Greenweed no longer exist on the site (2005). 

 

Ruderal 

habitats 

Ruderal areas form part of the 

grassland/scrub mosaic and the 

industrial waste-tip embankment near 

Middle Pool The site is known for 

unusual ruderal species including Field 

Mouse Ear, Ploughman’s Spikenard, 

Blue Fleabane. Field penny-cress, 

Shepherd’s cress Teesdalia nudicaulis 

and Wild Caraway.  

 

  

 

Ruderal areas are transient, however Field Mouse 

Ear, Ploughman’s Spikenard and Purging Flax are 

relatively abundant. Blue Fleabane is almost 

certainly still there (2005). 
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 1975 2005 

 

Species 

   

 The size of the site with its varied 

mosaic of semi-natural habitat and high 

level of recording make this a 

particularly important area for birds.  

Little Grebe, Coot, Great Crested 
Grebe, Tufted Duck; Skylarks and 

Willow Warbler, Linnet, Redpoll and 

Yellowhammer in the scrub areas, and 

(in 1975) breeding Reed Bunting. 

 

Colonies of Green Hairstreak and 

Dingy Skipper Butterflies are found. 

 

 

In 1986 a bird list of 130 species included 34 

breeding species.  The site continues to be well 

recorded particularly for amphibians (records kept 

for 25 years) and birds (180 species seen in last 30 

years).A daily log book of sightings has been kept 
from 1993-2005.   

 

Between 2000-2003 Great Crested Newts’ eggs 

were collected, grown in tanks under licence and 

then released on site. 

  

In 1990, eight breeding species of dragonfly found 

including Emerald Damselfly, Southern Hawker 

and Broad-bodied Chaser. 

   

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities include horse riding, pony 

grazing, angling, bird watching, 

through-routing, children’s play, 

informal recreation. Much disturbance 

from boats, motor-cycles, guns and 

waste tipping 
 

 

 

In 1982, the Fens Pools/Buckpool Feasibility 

Study outlined Dudley MBC policies towards the 

area.  This spurred the Urban Wildlife Group and 

local enthusiasts to respond and increase 

awareness of the natural value of the area. In 1985, 

the Pensnett Wildlife Group was formed and 
became influential in the preservation and 

recording of the local wildlife. 

 

Well used for informal recreation, angling and  

birdwatching.  Horse grazing still practiced 

although not officially allowed on Council land. 

Fish have been introduced to all the larger pools 

and they are intensively fished using a permit 

system.  1992-1996 – there was a voluntary 

angling bailiff but Environment Agency changed 

health and safety policy relating to voluntary 

bailiffs.  Less easy now to encourage good practice 
amongst anglers. 

 

Starting in 1990 Dudley MBC Wardens cover 

Buckpool and Fens Pool Nature Reserve and are 

based on Pensnett Road.  There are links with all 

the local schools. Signs, barriers to motorbikes etc. 

introduced all around the site and some paths 

formalized with seating. Some undesirable 

activities e.g. litter dumping although 15 years ago 

waste tipping was far worse.  1991-2002 police 

contact improved respect for area but since there 
has been increased use of motorbikes. 

 

1992-2002- Newt Nights attracted 20-100 people 

but were stopped for health and safety reasons. 

 

 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       48 

   

   

 1975 2005 

 

Surrounding land use 

  

Surrounded by industry and housing 

(80% local authority housing, 20% 

owner occupied). 

Part of a linear open site comprising 
87ha stretching from Pensnett south 

through Footshole and The Leys to 

Buckpool in Wordsley. 

 

Industrial land has undergone changes.   

 

Russells Hall Hospital near Fens Pools. Fens Pool 

Community Centre with associated car parking 
and play areas. 

Urban Forest planting on 2 acres at Buckpool 

Wedge to the south. 

   

 

 

 

Main Changes of Note 
 

• Status - recognition of the wildlife value of Fens Pools with SSSI, SAC and LNR 

designations. 

 

• Management – resources have been put into managing the area for wildlife and 

people with an onsite ranger service. 

 

• Habitat management – many small pools have been excavated as breeding sites 

for amphibians. 

 

• Succession – there has been some loss of ruderal species, largely through changes 

to grassland and tall herb. 

 

 

 

Future changes 

 
• Development pressures on Fens Pools continue. 

 

• New hospital has demands for further car parking. 

 

• Potential for adjacent industrial land to contaminate water on site. 

 

• Extraction of water for canals may change water levels. 
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Fens Pools phototographs   7 September 2005 
 

   

Fens Pool – fishing is popular on all 
three pools and canal. 
 

Eroded grassland by Fens Pool. Horse grazing is not official but is a local 
tradition. 

   

  
 

Steps have been created down an 
incline.  There is a delicate balance 
between access and disturbance of 
wildlife. 
 

Islands provide nesting habitat for birds. Fens Pool. 
 

   

   

Signs have been put at the entrances to 
the site. 

Pools are valuable for amphibians and 
invertebrates providing a haven from 
fish predation. More than 20 small pools 
have been excavated. 

As well as pools, Great Crested Newts 
require extensive areas of grassland, tall 
herb and woodland in which they forage 
for most of the year. 

   

 
 

 

Flowering Rush by Grove Pool. Blue-green Algae can sometimes be a 
problem. 
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3.4     SANDWELL 
 

 

3.4.1  Darby’s Hill Road and Darby’s Hill Quarry, Sandwell  
 
Location:  

Darby’s Hill Road: open space to the south of Darby’s Hill Road in Tividale 

Darby’s Hill Quarry is to the north of Darby’s Hill Road 

 
Grid Reference:  

Darby’s Hill Road      SO 965 894 

Darby’s Hill Quarry   SO 967 896 

 

Ownership/ Management:   

Darby’s Hill Road -    Sandwell MBC 

Darby’s Hill Quarry – part Community Open Space - Sandwell MBC, the rest is housing 

 

Status:   

Darby’s Hill Road - SLINC 

Darby’s Hill Quarry – was a SLINC, now largely developed 

 

Area:  

Darby’s Hill Road – 3.3ha 

Darby’s Hill Quarry – was 16.1ha - now 4.18ha of open space and a proportion of this 

                                will be developed 

 

 

 

 

General Description 
 

Darby’s Hill Road  
An area of grassland, scrub and newly planted trees at the top of Darby’s Hill with 

magnificent 360
o
 views to Clent, Malvern etc. Well used and appreciated by local people. 

 

Darby’s Hill Quarry 
An abandoned sand and gravel quarry on the side of the hill covering a large area.  The 

overburden land, undulating in nature, became colonized with a patchwork of grassland 

types and scrub whilst the quarry itself was used for landfill.  The overburden area is now 

residential development.  The Quarry with waste has been capped and is mown grass with 

blocks of planted trees.  
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Darby’s Hill: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

None.  Darby’s Hill Road  is  a SLINC – Greenspace in UDP. 

 

Darby’s Hill Quarry – consisted of quarried area and overburden area.  

The latter had developed into grassland and scrub and was designated a 

SLINC but had been earmarked for housing.   

Habitat/Section 

   
 The Endless Village 

mentions that rubbish has 

been deposited in deep 

ravines cut in the basalt of 
Darby’s Hill 

Darby’s Hill Road SLINC – the top of Darby’s Hill has neutral and acid 

grassland, scattered scrub and tall herb (Bramble, Common Oak, 

Sycamore, Goat willow, Ash, Japanese Knotweed, Nettle and Rosebay 

Willowherb). The Black Country Urban Forest scheme planted a wide 
variety of species including Ash, Rowan, Silver Birch, Norway Maple, 

Cherry, Field Maple, Alder, Hazel, Guelder Rose, Hawthorn and Beech.  

Some garden introductions include Bamboo, Hebe sp., Spiraea sp. and 

Acer sp. A wide variety of grasses and herb species have been recorded 

in the last 17 years including Crested Dog’s-tail, Timothy, Marsh Foxtail, 

Tufted Hair-grass, Wavy Hair-grass, Lady’s Bedstraw, Common 

Restharrow and Sheep’s Sorrel. 

 

Darby’s Hill Quarry A large former sand and stone quarry – the central 

portion was used as landfill and the surrounding land developed into 

neutral, wet and acidic grassland with scattered and dense areas of scrub 

as well as bare ground with pioneer vegetation. Two remnant hedgerows 
remained.  Grassland contained Harebell, Field Scabious and Wood 

Small-reed. 

 

Now more than 50% of the whole site has been developed as housing 

with the patchwork of grassland and scrub now gone and with the central 

portion over the landfill site retained as ‘Community Open Space’. This 

is an area of species-poor mown neutral grassland with blocks of planted 

trees (Aspen, Sallow, Oak).  

As the site has a SLINC designation, a degree of planning gain was 

required as mitigation.  The extent of this e.g. in terms of planning 

conditions and their subsequent success is still under investigation. 
   

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

   
 

 

 

 
 

Probably informal 

recreation 

Darby’s Hill SLINC – Used by local people for through routing, dog 

walking and meeting.  Informal paths throughout.  Local people remove 

litter on a regular basis and have asked Sandwell MBC for an all weather 

path to be put through the site as some paths are muddy.  The site is 
particularly appreciated by local people for the splendid views. 

 

Darby’s Hill Quarry – prior to development was used by locals, 

particularly children for informal recreation, dog walking and through 

routing.  The remaining patch of green has a surfaced path and is used by 

walkers. 
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 1975 2005 

 
   

Surrounding land use 

   

 Landfill, golf course, 

residential, informal open 

space. 

Landfill now capped. More residential development, informal open 

space, golf course. 

   

 

 

 

Main Changes of Note 
 

Darby’s Hill Road  

• Grassland and scrub have been supplemented by additional tree planting on a 

proportion of the site. 

 

Darby’s Hill Quarry 

• The majority of the naturally colonized and remnant grassland, scrub and 

hedgerow habitats (SLINC) have been lost to residential development.   

 

• An area of grassland in the middle of the site has been created on top of the 

landfill area. 

 

 

Future changes 

 
Darby’s Hill Road  

• Succession and lack of management may increase scrub and woodland cover. 

 

Darby’s Hill Quarry 

• Remaining grassland could be managed in a manner that is sympathetic to 

wildlife. 
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Darby’s Hill Site Photographs   12 October 2005 
 

   
Darby’s Hill Quarry – has been filled with rubbish 
and the surrounding land is a new housing 
estate. Remaining area is open space 

comprising of seeded grassland capping landfill. 
 

Darby’s Hill Quarry. Gas emissions from the 
waste material. 

Darby’s Hill Quarry open space.  Pedestrian 
entrance blocked by flytipping. 
 

   

   
Darby’s Hill Road SLINC – a mosaic of 
grassland, tall herb and scrub. 

Darby’s Hill Road SLINC- views to the Malverns. Darby’s Hill Road SLINC – path through scrub 
area. 

   

   
Darby’s Hill Road SLINC – boulder from quarry. Darby’s Hill Road SLINC – tree planting more 

than 15 years old. 
 

Darby’s Hill Road SLINC –recent tree planting as 

part of the Black Country Urban Forest. 
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3.4.2   Sandwell Valley, Sandwell 
 

 
Location:    7 km north west of Birmingham City centre 

 
Grid Reference:   SP 025 930 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Predominantly Sandwell MBC.  Varied ownership 

     including local authority, golf course. 

 

Status:     LNR, SINC, SLINC, Green Belt 

 

Area:     >1000ha 

 

 

 

General Description 

 

An extensive area of open space within the West Midlands Conurbation, matched only by 

Sutton Park but quite different in character, use and history.  An area of superlatives and 

contrasts, of biodiversity, historical and recreational importance. 

 

The 688ha Sandwell Valley Country Park covers the largest proportion of the Valley.  

With four golf courses, this extends the open area to over 1000 ha.  Much is accessible to 

the public.  The majority of the area is grassland comprising golf courses, hay meadows 

and fields grazed by cattle, sheep and horses and amenity grassland.  This is 

complemented by both naturally seeded and planted scrub and woodland areas, some of 

the woodland being of ancient origin, hedgerows, two large pools and numerous small 

pools, streams and seepages with associated marshes.  

 

Straddling the Birmingham/Sandwell boundary and surrounded by the Conurbation, the 

Valley is a focus for informal recreation with two farms open to the public and numerous 

footpaths.  It is said to be the third most visited country park in the country.  In spite of 

this, there are still relatively undisturbed areas and the flora and fauna of the Valley is 

rich and well recorded.  

 

The main changes in the last 30 years have been the construction of Forge Mill Lake as 

part of flood defence works on the River Tame, with subsequent management for nature 

conservation, and the associated establishment of a vital RSPB visitor centre.  There has 

been extensive planting throughout the Valley and this is now maturing.  There has been 

a 37.6 % increase in the amount of scrub/woodland on a sample of the eastern half of the 

Sandwell Valley over a period of 27 years between 1977 and 2004.  This brings the 

proportion of scrub/woodland from 8.4 % to 22.4% of the area. 
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Sandwell Valley: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

   

 Priory Woods is a Nature 

Reserve 

Four Local Nature reserves in the Valley: Priory Woods, 

Forge Mill Lake, Sot’s Hole and Bluebell Wood, RSPB 

Nature Reserve (all SINCs). Some areas of SLINC within 

the Reserve – comprising fields and woodland. SLINCs 

Within Park Farm, with the large area to the south being a 
SINC.  

 

 

 

 

 Within Birmingham there are SLINCs south of the River 

Tame, and the rest of the open land is green belt. 

   

Habitat/Section 

   

General  ‘The Endless Village’ describes 

the area having undergone 

drastic transformation into areas 

of recreation, and suffered 

ecological damage as a result, 

although habitat creation is some 

compensation.  The habitat 

associated with abandoned 

colliery spoil was lost along with 

some species e.g. Tree Pipit. 
Recent construction of the M5 

Motorway bisecting the valley 

cut through a rookery. 

Nature trails created on the site 

of Sandwell Priory and Sandwell 

Hall. Area supports 

Yellowhammer, Linnet, Willow 

Warbler and  Skylark. 

 

Woodland and hedgerow 

planting planned. 
 

There has been a good deal of native tree planting all around 

the Valley – including the spoil mounds, planting associated 

with the creation of Forge Mill Lake and screening of the 

motorway.   

 

A survey of the aerial photographs from 1977 and 2004 for a 

sample area (480.8ha) of the Valley on the eastern side of 

the M5 showed an increase in the cover of wood/scrub from 

40.5ha in 1977 to 107.7ha in 2004. 

 
Varied management on each field over the years including 

arable and grazing.  One field was tipped with waste 

material and then seeded. 

 

The roughs on the four golf courses are relatively 

undisturbed and include scrub, acid grassland and woodland. 

 

Rooks still nest in woodland remnants on both sides of the 

motorway. 

 

A survey of wetlands in 1993 carried out by M.Bloxham 
revealed 34 pools of all sizes, 48 issues/drains/streams as 

well as marsh, river and canal habitats. 

 

Sandwell 

Park Farm 

Derelict – Then restored as a 

working Victorian farm with 

animals and a walled vegetable 

garden.  

The Farm continues to be a thriving visitor attraction with a 

historical museum and visitor facilities.  Area to the north of 

the Farm is a show ground and informal recreation area. 

There is an area of spoil from the motorway which was 

planted and is undergoing succession  to scrub and 

grassland. 

 

Forge Mill 

Farm 

 Restored as a modern working dairy farm. A visitor 

attraction with opportunities for watching cows being 
milked and feeding chickens.  The ditches and hedgerows 

around the farm are becoming more diverse and are 

attractive to birds. 
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 1975 2005 

 
RSPB 

Reserve and 

Forge Mill 

Lake 

‘The Endless Village’ describes 

a small wet  field bordering 

Forge Lane with reedswamp, 

scrub and hedgerow.   

 
 

In 1981 flood alleviation works on the River Tame resulted 

in the creation of Forge Mill Lake (12 ha) with the spoil 

being used to landscape the surrounding area. The following 

four years saw the creation of the RSPB Nature Reserve 

(designated LNR in 1991) and Visitor Centre. Millennium 
Forest planting has taken place around the Lake. 

 

The LNR covers Forge Mill Lake and surrounding 

meadows, woodland and scrub, an area of 105ha.  It 

includes a medieval footpath bordered by an ancient double 

hedgerow, three large hay meadows, a 14ha ancient winter 

flood meadow. The Lake is the largest water body in the 

West Midlands conurbation managed purely for nature 

conservation. No fishing or watersports are allowed.  Islands 

are strimmed to provide habitat for ground-nesting birds. 

There is open water, grassland, reedbed and scrub managed 

for wintering wildfowl, breeding wetland birds and passage 
migrants. Hides and paths have been created, including a 

vandal-proof hide created in 2005.   

 

Gadwall breed for first time in 2003.  Important for 

Goosander, Lapwing, Reed Bunting, Water Rail, Reed 

Warbler and Little Ringed Plover.  Tree Sparrow no longer 

present. People come from afar to see Marsh and Willow Tit 

together. 1985-1995 175 bird species recorded on Reserve 

and adjacent area, including 45 breeding species. 

 

Two hundred and fifty species of plants recorded on 
Reserve. 

 

Eleven mammal species including Water Vole, Pigmy 

Shrew and Daubenton’s, Noctule and Pipistrelle Bat.  Water 

Vole stronghold in Lake and the River Tame. 

 

Sot’s Hole 

and Bluebell 

Wood 

An ancient woodland dominated 

by Sycamore, Oak and Birch 

with Alder, Rowan, Beech and 

Crack Willow and a shrub layer 

of Elder and Holly.  Alder 
Buckthorn has been recorded.  

Herb layer dominated by 

Bramble with Bracken, Bluebell 

and Rough Meadow Grass.  

Rushes, Willow and Tufted 

Hair-grass occur near to the 

stream, where there is an area of 

marsh on the silted-up remains 

of what was once two pools for 

Forge Mill. At the eastern end 

there is a more acid area with 

Oak, Birch and Wavy Hair-
grass.  

 

In 2000, to improve the water supply to the stream, a 

sustainable urban drainage system was required as a 

planning condition of a local development, but this does not 

seem to have been effective.   

 
Management has included Sycamore removal but this was 

not appreciated by some users. Ongoing removal of 

Japanese Knotweed. Paths have been put in but require 

maintenance. 

 

This was once a breeding site for Woodcock. 

 

Invertebrates have been well recorded and special finds 

include the flies Ferdinandea ruficornis a rare species of 

woodland hoverfly that feeds on sap runs from trees, and 

Pteromicra angustipennis, the larvae of which feed on 

aquatic snails. 
Generally quiet and largely frequented by dog-walkers and 

walkers – use may increase now that a circular route has 

been created. 
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 1975 2005 

 
Priory 

Pools/Ice 

House 
Wood 

A range of mature trees from the 

landscaping relating to Sandwell 

Hall, dominated by Sycamore 
and including Horse Chestnut, 

Grey Poplar, Beech and Ash.  

Good shrub and herb layer 

Priory pools – (five of varying 

sizes) have been re-excavated.   

 

Continues to be a jewel within the Valley.  The island on Ice 

House Pool has been planted with Scots Pine by volunteers 

– there is now a heronry which had 20 nests in 2005. White-
clawed Crayfish have been introduced from a pond under 

the new M6 Toll road into Cascade Pool and are now 

breeding. 

 

Swan Pool Enlargement of Swan Pool to 

9ha prior to 1975 resulted in the 

loss of marsh and Willow carr,  

and reduced the reed bunting, 

crayfish and toad populations.  

Became the focus for water 
sports ( sailing, canoeing, 

windsurfing) and fishing in the 

Valley. 

The Pool is stocked with fish.  Watersports activities have 

declined in the last 10 years. 

Island now covered with Hawthorn, Birch, Gorse, 

Sycamore, Alder and Willow.  The central part of the island 

is kept strimmed and supports Snipe.  A marsh area by the 

inlet is favoured by Reed Bunting and Grasshopper Warbler.  
An adjacent field is now covered with tall herb with Great 

Willowherb dominant, also Angelica and Yarrow.  A sheep 

grazed field adjoins this.  Skylark nest here. 

 

River Tame River Tame is unique in that it is 

a major river arising in a 

conurbation. 

 

River prone to flooding and one 

of the most polluted in Europe.   

 

In the early 1980s, as part of major flood defence works 

from Bescot to Hamstead, the River was deepened, widened 

and straightened.  The banks were reinforced with stone-

filled gabions and the vegetation on the banks is mown. Few 

sandbank or riffle/pool areas but water quality has 

improved.   

 
Recent SMURF project (Sustainable Management of Urban 

Rivers and Floodplains) was based on this catchment to 

tackle environmental problems by integrating the planning 

and management of land-use, water quality, ecology and 

flooding, and develop model methods for use in the UK and 

the EU. 

 

Water Vole present. 

 

 

Hill House 
Farm 

Land farmed by tenant farmers. 
Regular shooting parties – crows 

and pigeons. 

Arable farming ceased around three years ago.  Now a large 
proportion of the Farm has been planted. Sandwell Valley 

Country Park staff have taken over the management of the 

fields.  Hedgerow, ditch improvements and hay meadow 

improvements underway. Two fields will be strewn with hay 

from an SSSI near Bromsgrove to increase biodiversity. 

By the motorway woodland planting to screen the 

motorway, and one area sown with a wildflower mix. 

There is potential for the restoration of Hill House Farm. 
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 1975 2005 

 

Species   

  

Recording of species in the 

Valley was well underway with 

the Sandwell Valley Field 

Naturalists’ Club listing 79 bird 

species in the Valley (40 species 

probably breeding). Flocks of up 

to 350 lapwing and 70 Snipe 

seen in winter. 

 

Fourteen mammal species 

include Mole, Brown Hare, 
Stoat. 

 

Sandwell Valley Naturalists’ Club continues to record 

species within the Valley and produces occasional 

publications, making this one of the most intensively 

observed areas in the West Midlands – in 30 years over 

33,000 records of plants and animals have been logged.  

Publications include: 

Wildlife of the Sandwell Valley (1985) 

Sandwell Valley Flora (1994) 

Birds of the Sandwell Valley (2000) 

A forthcoming publication on the fungi of the Sandwell 

Valley will list an impressive 477 species. 
 

The Valley is the most important site for birds in the West 

Midlands County – 220 species have been recorded. 

 

Invertebrates have been well studied – over 4,000 species 

have been recorded – the Valley boasts nearly 130 species of 

hoverfly, including the rare Callicera aurata, a species 

associated with rot-holes in ancient forest. 

   

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Valley is well known and 

valued as an informal recreation 

resource. 

 

Sandwell Valley Naturalists’ 

Club have been active in 

recording, monitoring and 
helping with management of the 

Valley.  Regular special 

publications are produced 

 

 

Greater public access. Well used and appreciated by local 

people. Health walks from Sandwell Park Farm and the 

RSPB Reserve. 

 

The RSPB Centre is open six days a week, has a dedicated 

group of volunteers, and youth clubs for three different age 

groups Attracts 27.000 (2004/5) visitors per year. 
 

Schools come from local areas to use the facilities at 

Sandwell Park Farm.  The Farm itself has more than 

100,000 visitors per year but this does not include visitors to 

the area that don’t enter the Farm.  In 2004/5 28 schools 

visited with a total of more than 1,100 children. 

 

A riding school is based within the Valley. Mountain bike 

racing has been allowed.  

 

Ranger service based at Forge Mill Farm. There are only 
four full time Rangers for the borough of Sandwell covering 

promotion, education, management and events. More 

conservation management is carried out by grounds 

maintenance staff and there are two Rangers on horseback.  

   

Surrounding land use 

  
Residential, allotments 

 
Residential, cemetery extension, allotments, new golf 

course. There has been some infilling of houses around the 

Valley but the surrounding area remains largely residential. 
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Main Changes of Note 
 

• Flood defence works on River Tame leading to a less hydrologically diverse river 

and surrounds. 

 

• Creation of Sandwell Valley Country Park and associated resources for improving 

the recreational value of the area. 

 

• Designation of four Local Nature Reserves. 

 

• Establishment of RSPB Centre with marshland, hides and educational activities. 

 

• Construction of Forge Mill Lake with associated grassland, scrub and islands. 

 

• Water quality improvements in River Tame. 

 

• Sandwell MBC have taken over control of farming on Sandwell Park Farm, Forge 

Mill Farm and Hill House Farm and aim to increase biodiversity and informal 

access. 

 

• Extension of crematorium. 

 

• Creation of new golf course. 

 

• Maturing of planted areas and extensive new planting. 

 

• Increased use by public. 

 

 

 

Future changes 

 
• RSPB aim to increase visitor numbers to the Reserve and increase environmental 

education activities. 

 

• Management of newly planted areas and areas of farmland to increase 

biodiversity. 
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Sandwell Valley Photographs   22 September 2005 
 

   
Sandwell Park Farm – Shire Horses and Pony – 
part of a ‘Victorian farm’. 

 

Sandwell Park Farm – a demonstration of sheep 
shearing. 

Forge Mill Farm – restored and now a visitor 
facility as part of the dairy farm – demonstrations 

of milking are an attraction. 
   

  

 

Park Farm Pool – The presence of the invasive 
plant Floating Pennywort is cause for concern. 

 

A scrape dug downstream of Ice House Pool in 
2004. 

Priory Pools – clear water – supports a range of 
invertebrates including introduced White-clawed 

Crayfish. 
 

   

   
Swan at Priory Pools. The M5 motorway bisects the Valley and 

provides a constant background presence.   

Mounds adjacent to the motorway are effective 

sound barriers with planted scrub now maturing. 
 

   

   
Mound adjacent to motorway – a Medlar of some 

size. 

Grassland adjacent to Swan Pool, managed in a 

variety of ways. 
 

Tall herb adjacent to Swan Pool – issue from 

Priory Pools. 
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A Black Poplar sapling has been planted close to 
Swan Pool. 

Water coming from Priory Pools and discharging 
into Swan Pool. 

Swan Pool with island close to shore. 

   

   
Swan Pool – a focus for fishing and watersports 
in the Valley. 
 

Hill House Farm – potential for renovation. Pasture by Hill House Farm – horse grazed. Now 
managed by the Country Park staff. 
 

   

   
Sot’s Hole – an ancient woodland. A golfing tee in Sot’s Hole. Sot’s Hole – lying dead wood – good for wildlife 

but a fire risk. 
 

   

   
Sot’s Hole – little water in the stream. River Tame – May – prior to cutting of banks. River Tame – October - has been straightened 

as part of flood control works.  
 

   



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       62 

   
Parts of the River Tame within the Valley still 
show riffles and eroded banks. 

Forge Mill Lake with islands – created for flood 
control, managed for wildlife. 
 

The RSPB reserve has a visitor centre, hides 
around Forge Mill Lake and adjacent marsh and 
telescopes for public use within the visitor centre. 

   

   
Forge Mill Lake – the islands are managed for 
ground nesting birds. 

An ancient trackway with adjacent hedgerows. View over hay meadows to Forge Mill Lake. 

   

  

 

Why plant trees?  Hawthorn and Oak take only a 
few years to establish on grassland. 

A network of paths permeates the Valley.  
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3.4.3    Sheepwash Urban Park, Sandwell  
 

 
Location:    Great Bridge, Tipton, Sandwell 

 
Grid Reference:   SO 975 917 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Sandwell MBC (also Environment Agency – River Tame 

and balancing pools) 

 

Status:     Local Nature Reserve, SINC 

 

Area:     37ha 

 

 

 

General Description 

 

A ‘country park’ comprising woodland, scrub, grassland, marsh, pools and the River 

Tame.  The greater part of the site is habitat created in the 1980s on an old municipal 

waste tip with a large pool, remnants of allotments, foundry, scrapyard and sewage 

works. There are also silted pools remaining from a C17th corn mill and two old pastures. 

 

Extensive planting of a variety of native and non native tree and shrub species over a 20 

year period has resulted in a network of interconnected young woodland habitat that is 

now starting to produce a shrub layer, with regeneration of trees such as Ash and Field 

Maple.  Hedgerows have been reinstated and some areas have seen natural succession to 

woodland.  This is interspersed with open areas of sown grassland that are cut on an 

annual basis by the farmer based in the Forge Mill Farm in the Sandwell Valley, with the 

hay being used for silage or dried for cattle feed.  There are also areas of grassland that 

have been grazed/cut for more than 100 years.  The diverse nature of the soil, existing 

and imported, combined with the varied grass and wildflower seed mixes used, the spot 

introductions of plants such as Snake’s-head Fritillary, Red Bartsia, Bee Orchids and 

Cowslips, as well as variation in management, has resulted in a range of meadow areas 

with unique species mixes and characters.  A plant survey carried out in 1999 revealed 

196 species. 

 

The River Tame is in a relatively small channel here – about three metres wide but it can 

flood rapidly.  Part of the adjacent floodplain was used as for tipping and this has now 

been covered with houses.  This has put pressure on land further downstream.  The 

flooding scheme was designed to accommodate a one in 50 year flood but recently 

flooding of this scale has happened twice a year. Water quality has improved in the last 

20 years (Mayflies and Water Hoglouse abundant in 2005) but it is still eutrophic. 

 

The two large pools are designed as balancing lakes.  Pumphouse Pool was twice its 

present size but has lost areas to landfill.  It remains, however, a focus for birds and their 

watchers.  A good view of the surrounding area particularly Castle Hill and Wrens Nest is 
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afforded by a low hill made up of foundry waste adjacent to the Pool. A plan for a visitor 

centre and restaurant overlooking Pumphouse Pool was shelved when costs for building 

on methane-producing landfill substrate proved prohibitive. 

 

Denbigh Pool (or Johns Lane Pool) was used as a fishing pool by an angling club in the 

past.  Little Ringed Plover have bred here but the island they used is close to the shore 

and accessible to children with boats.  A paradoxical situation, where a decline in fishing 

has resulted in an increase in disturbance to birds. 

 

An area to the south of the canal has been used as a waste tip since the canal was created 

and now is subject to bottle diggers.  Part of the site has been used as a toxic waste tip.  

This has now been buried deeper underground.   

 

A wide variety of birds has been recorded from the site.  As well as rarities such as the 

Night Heron feeding on the pool for 6 weeks in 2004, the newly created scrub has 

provided a haven for songbirds – and Kingfisher, Grey Wagtail etc. have raised young in 

the area. 

 

Recreational use is high – local people frequent the network of surfaced and natural paths 

through the reserve for walking, through-routing, fishing, playing, birdwatching although 

there is limited access in some areas to protect wildlife.  

 

The site lies adjacent to the green corridor formed by the Birmingham Canal and the main 

line railway between Wolverhampton and Birmingham. 
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30 Years of Changes in Sheepwash Urban Park 

 

 1975 2005 

 
Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 
   

 

 

 

Two balancing lakes, five 

small pools and a small 

area of old pasture listed 

as a Site of Importance 
for Nature Conservation.   

LNR, SINC on area of pools, pasture and also replanted area of 

capped waste. Other industrial sites and the allotment site have 

been incorporated. 

   

Habitat/Section 
   

 Was situated adjacent to 

active landfill with some 

dumping of toxic waste.  

 

Seventy five per cent of the site is reclaimed land on an old claypit 

used as a waste tip until the early 1980s. The area comprises a 

mixture of woodland, scrub and grassland, much of it recreated.  

Large numbers of trees were planted in the mid 1980s, as part of 

various schemes and grants over a period of time and under the 

direction of a succession of landscape architects.   Planting was 

assisted by the local community as well as various dignitaries 
including Richard Branson and David Bellamy.  Some planting 

was less desirable e.g. canal towpath planting involved removal of 

Broomrape and Clover.  At times the supply of native trees had 

been exhausted so other species were included. 

  

 

The young woodland has been a great success and will now be 

thinned and coppiced.  The products are destined for landscaping 

requirements on this and other sites. 

   

 Two unimproved 

permanent acid pastures, 

once forming part of the 

Sandwell Valley Priory 
lands, show what was 

thought to be ridge and 

furrow pattern but may be 

a network of leats.  Used 

as a firing range in WW2. 

They contain species such 

as Yarrow, Self-heal, 

Sheep’s Sorrel, Field 

Scabious and 

Agrostis/Festuca Grasses. 

 

The old pastures are cut for hay once per year but there is 

encroachment of bracken, from the railway line, and scrub, both of 

which can interfere with the mowing regime. 

 
There are numerous newly created areas of grassland on a variety 

of imported and existing substrates and utilizing a variety of seed 

mixtures.  Given its varied provenance, these areas add a diversity 

in terms of species and landscape character throughout the site.  

Largely managed by cutting. 

 

River 

Tame 

Relatively small channel 

– was subject to flooding.   

River described as 

‘severely polluted’.  

Part of floodplain was used as a waste tip and has now been built 

upon (the steep bank of the housing land has collapsed twice in 

recent years). Water quality has apparently improved.  Water 

Hoglouse, Baetid Mayflies, Tipulid larvae, Algae, Water Crowfoot 

and Watercress were recorded in 2005. 
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 1975 2005 

 
Pools : 

Two large 

pools 

designed 

as 

balancing 

lakes and 

five 

smaller 

pools.   

 

The waterbodies were the 

most important habitats 

on site, attracting a large 

diversity of birds 

including Little Ringed 

Plover, Redshank, 

Common Sandpiper, 

Sedge Warbler and Reed 

Warbler.  In addition  the 

surrounding land 

supported Stonechat, 

Whinchat, Cuckoo, 
Yellow Wagtail, Linnet, 

Bullfinch, Meadow Pipit 

and Barn Owl. 

 

 

 

 

Denbigh Pool (or Johns 

Lane Pool).  In 1980 this 

was largely covered by 

reeds (80%).  Following 
clearance works it became 

a fishing pool but the 

formal fishing club is no 

longer in existence.   

 

North Pool, this and a few 

small pools to the north, 

were in existence in the 

1980s.  The smaller pools 

were filled in and as 

compensation, North Pool 

was enlarged. 
 

Rose Lane Pool  A small 

pool dating back to 

Dunkirk Mill in the 

1850s.  Was known as a 

breeding site for Great 

Crested Newt. 

 

Pumphouse Pool was twice the size with a large area of emergent 

vegetation, but part has been used as a waste tip.  Netting put in to 

protect marginal vegetation from grazing has been successful in 

parts but much of the netting has been appropriated by locals to 

mend pigeon pens and there is relatively little emergent 

vegetation.  The Pool has a number of islands made with Rowley 

Rag  which have been used as nesting sites by terns.  However the 

islands are very close to the shore and subject to trampling. 

(Rowley Rag is a local name for dark grey dolerite igneous rock 

which fractures in a ‘ragged’ way and is particularly suitable for 

road building – this may have been quarried in Rowley Regis for 

over 2000 years.) One of the first artificial Sand Martin banks was 
created here but has been spurned by them as a nesting habitat.  

Fishing is discouraged. The water is eutrophic, supporting a low 

diversity of invertebrates including  Lesser Water Boatman, 

Bladder Snails, Water Hoglouse, Erpobdellid and Glossiphonid 

Leeches.  Methane gas from the tip bubbles up through the pool at 

one end and is clearly visible when the water is calm.  

 

Denbigh Pool (or Johns Lane Pool).  The decline in fishing has led 

to greater disturbance by kids etc leading to a decline in successful 

nesting by birds. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

North Pool, now used for informal fishing, is surrounded by 

emergent vegetation and has extensive submerged vegetation of 

Hornwort and Nuttall’s Pondweed.  Hawker Dragonfly larvae 

were found and numerous Darter Dragonflies were seen 

ovipositing.   

 

 
 

Rose Lane Scrape created in the 1980s to improve bird habitat. 

Large amount of emergent vegetation and little water in 2005.  

Small pool in the middle of the spoil heap developed in 1980s.  

Pylon Pool – shallow pool at the end of Rose Lane Meadow -

water and emergent vegetation in 2005 - intention in 2006 is to 

create temporary clay bund to raise the water level. 
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 1975 2005 

 
Species   

   

 In 1975 G. Barker and M. 

Heap found Common 

Frog, Toads and Smooth 

Newt.  
 

Sheepwash is part of a 

migration route between 

the Humber and the 

Severn. 

Common Terns have bred here and the scrub and woodland areas 

are now proving ideal habitat for good populations of songbirds. 

 

Since the 1980s this has been an important site for birds with 
Little Ringed Plover, Redshank, Common Sandpiper, Tufted 

Duck, Stonechat, Whinchat, Reed Warbler, Yellow Wagtail, 

Bullfinch and Meadow Pipit amongst the birds recorded in 1980.  

 

Badgers, Weasel and Muntjac use the area.  Herpetofauna include 

Common Frog, Toad, Smooth Newt and Great Crested Newt (all 

presumably breeding), Grass Snake and a reported sighting of 

Adder. 

 

 A plant survey carried out in 1999 as part of the Birmingham and 

Black Country Flora Project recorded an incredible 196 species 
within the Park. 

   

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 
   

 Informal access – 

especially children and 

birdwatchers. 

 

 

As the site began to be developed, countryside Rangers were 

employed for onsite management and social/education activities – 

up to four Rangers were involved.  An onsite caravan was a base 

but this was burnt and not replaced.  Losses included eight years 

of regular recording of changes on site.  A number of guided 

walks were carried out each year.  Well used by the local 

community  for walking, through-routing, fishing, playing and 

birdwatching, although there is limited access in some areas to 
protect wildlife. Swimming and boating, although not encouraged, 

occur during the summer as does motorcycling.  Some anglers pull 

submerged vegetation from pools to enable ease of access and 

some birdwatchers cut scrub to maintain sightlines.  Additional 

undesirable activities include littering and setting light to 

vegetation. 

Now one Ranger.  As well as site activities, has links with 12 

schools. One guided walk per year. 

There is a small ‘Friends of Sheepwash Urban Park’ group and a 

Tividale Bird Watching Group.  One of the Black Country Urban 

Forest’s ‘Health Walks’ involves a circular route around the Park. 
   

Surrounding land use 
   

 Industrial, residential, 

waste disposal, 

Birmingham Canal, 

railway. 

Less industry, some new housing, waste disposal site capped.  
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Main Changes of Note 

 
• Status – site is valued as a nature conservation and recreation resource with both 

SINC and LNR status. 

 

• Management – the waste site has been capped, and trees and wildflowers have 

been introduced.  The site is now managed to improve its biodiversity value. 

 

• Ranger – there is a dedicated ranger for the site. 

 

• Tame improvement – there have been flood improvement works relating to the 

River Tame. 

 

• Water Quality improvement – there has been an improvement in the water quality 

of the River Tame. 

 

• Social use – the park is well used by locals for informal recreation. 

 

 

Future changes 

 
• Management Plan is due to be rewritten. 

 

• Ranger base being established in Newton Primary School will serve to increase 

educational use of the Park.  

 

• Succession would result in scrub encroachment onto grassland and silting of 

pools. 

 

• Management of woodland is now important. 

 

• Staffing for site promotion and management continue to be key to the success of 

the Park. 

 

• Ongoing removal of non-native trees and shrubs, e.g garden roses. 
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Sheepwash Urban Park Photographs   13 September 2005 
 

   
Waste tip, subsequently used for 
housing development within floodplain 
of River Tame.   

River Tame – water quality is better 
than 30 years ago but still eutrophic. 

Grassy rides intersperse blocks of 
treeplanting – Field Scabious. 

   

   
Meadow areas are cut for hay.  Old 
hedgerows have been reinstated. 

A newly created meadow with Birds-foot 
Trefoil and Wild Carrot. 

Both surfaced and unsurfaced paths 
cross the Park. 

   

   
A place for contemplation. 
 

Now 25 years old, the trees are 
developing an understorey. 

Pumphouse Pool with artificial Sand 
Martin nest area – but spurned by the 
Sand Martins. 
 

   

   
An ‘herb’ embankment to Pumphouse 
Pool – grazed by Canada Geese and 
almost devoid of grass. 

Pumphouse Pool with islands. Pedestrial tunnel under canal. 
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Meadow area cut for hay. 
 

Some woodland is fenced to discourage 
access. 

Rose Lane Pool and scrape. 
 

   

 

  

Rose Lane Pool and scrape.   
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3.5   WALSALL 
 

3.5.1   Moorcroft Wood, Walsall  
 

 
Location:    Bull Lane, Near Darlaston 

 
Grid Reference:   SO 970 952 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Walsall MBC 

 
Status:     SINC and LNR 

 
Area:     12.7ha 

 
 

 

General Description 
 

Moorcroft Wood comprises two blocks of woodland that have been both planted and 

naturally colonized on industrial land.  Of particular interest are the associated pools and 

the large blocks of furnace slag of unique visual as well as biodiversity interest.   

Moorcroft Wood is of considerable nature conservation and historic value, the land-use 

on the site having been well-documented, from farmland to iron and coal production, 

brickworks, and tree planting by local dignitaries.  It is the site of the first ever blast 

furnace trial.   

 

The woodland is Sycamore dominated with Ash, Hybrid Black Poplar, Birch, Crack 

Willow and False Acacia.  The understorey includes Elder, Alder, Goat Willow, 

Hawthorn, Holly and Hazel.  Ground flora consists of Bramble, Creeping Soft-grass, 

Bracken, Ivy, and also Wood False-brome and Bearded Couch.   There is some Japanese 

Knotweed. Passage migrants such as Spotted Flycatcher and Lesser Whitethroat utilize 

the wood and possible breeding species include Blackcap, Chiffchaff and Willow 

Warbler.  

 

There are two larger pools and associated smaller pools and flushes.  Open cast mining in 

the vicinity resulted in the dewatering of the pools for a number of years in the late 1980s  

but they are now filling up again and the range of associated plants according to a recent 

survey is especially high.  The pools are also important habitat for the five amphibian 

species; Great Crested, Palmate and Smooth Newts, Toad and Common Frog. Aquatic 

invertebrate interest is also likely to be high with 21 taxa found during a cursory dip in 

2005. 

 

The wood is now a Local Nature Reserve.  The vicinity of the wood has seen new 

residential and industrial development.   
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Moorcroft Wood: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

   

 

 

None LNR designation in 1996, SINC 

   

Habitat/Section 

   

Wood

land 

Former coalmine and brickworks, 

planted in 1904 by the Midland 

Reafforesting Association with a 

variety of trees, including False 

Acacia and Sycamore.  Then 

bought by West Bromwich Health 

Board, for an isolation hospital, 
and the grounds were sealed. 

Now dominated by Sycamore and Ash, both regenerating 

freely.  Hybrid Black Poplar, Alder, Elder and False Acacia 

are present. Some unusual trees including Rum Cherry 

Prunus serotina and a Whitebeam Sorbus croceocarpa. The 

herb layer comprises Bramble, Bracken, Male Fern and Broad 

Buckler Fern.  A sett exists with the excavation of colliery 

spoil not proving a barrier. 
 

Pools Two large pools and associated 

smaller pools mentioned in ‘The 

Endless Village’ as a location for 

Mare’s-tail (Hippuris vulgaris). 

Fishing club used the pools from 

1972. Moorcroft Pool was 10m 

deep 

 

In 1988 the pools started to lose water, possibly resulting 

from nearby industrial activity such that Long Meadow Pool 

dried up and Moorcroft Pool had a 3m drop in water level. 

One thousand pounds of fish was removed and taken to Forge 

Mill Lake in the Sandwell Valley. In 1991 water returned, 

although former levels have not been restored. Great Crested 

Newts are still present but Swan Mussels may have been lost.  

Mare’s-tail has returned along with other rare wetland species 

such as Water Crowfoot Ranunculus aquatilis, Blue Water-

speedwell Veronica anagallis-aquatica Various-leaved Water 
Starwort Callitriche platycarpa, Amphibious Bistort, 

Common Spike-rush and Yellow Flag. Although fishing is not 

encouraged, the pool is now informally fished by locals and 

fish have probably been re-introduced. 

 

Grass

land 

and 

slag 

There are large blocks of basic slag 

– a distinctive but diminishing 

habitat in the Black Country.   

Plants found growing on the slag include Fern-grass 

Catapodium rigidum and Common Polypody Polypodium 

vulgare. 

 

   

Species 

  

Survey not carried out. 

 

EcoRecord has information on 48 bird species including 

Snipe, Grey Wagtail, Meadow Pipit Lesser Whitethroat, 

Siskin, Linnet, Spotted Flycatcher, Song and Mistle Thrush 

and Great Spotted Woodpecker.  

One hundred and fifty seven plant species were noted in a 

1986 survey.   
There are records of all five species of amphibian. Frogs used 

to be present in hundreds, now far fewer. 

A stronghold for Ruddy Darter Dragonflies. Dipping in 2005 

revealed 21 aquatic invertebrate taxa including Water Snails, 

Water Beetles, dragon and damselfly larvae, Lesser and 

Greater Water Boatmen, Water Stick Insect, Water Scorpion 

and Water Measurer. 
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 1975 2005 

 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

The wood is in the grounds of 

Moxley Fever Hospital opened in 

1904, and there was no official 

public access.  A fishing club 

associated with The Fiery Holes 

pub used the site.  

 

 
 

 

The hospital made way for residential development and in 

1981 the wood was officially opened to the public. A 

Manpower Services Commission Community Programme 

Scheme undertook practical management tasks including 

creation of a boardwalk through the wetland.  The presence of 

a portakabin for two years – staffed by locals – encouraged 

use of the site and there was little abuse.  

 
There is now no onsite ranger presence because of financial 

constraints. 

 

The wood is used by cyclists, children and dog walkers 

although use is not as high as could be. There are some 

vandalism problems including rubbish dumping, firelighting 

etc.  

  

Walsall Conservation Volunteers have helped to create a 

pathway from the new estate to the Wood. 

 
In 2003 Groundwork inserted a trail of ‘artwork’ through the 

wood with the aim of encouraging more people to use it. The 

artwork consists of obtrusive posts with children’s pictures 

inserted (now not visible due to damp conditions). The 

boardwalk created 15 years ago is in need of repair. 

 

A school heritage project about the Wood has been carried 

out. 

 

In 2004 Walsall MBC were seeking funding to develop and 

maintain a Ranger station and improve visitor facilities at the 

Wood.  
 

   

Surrounding land use 

   

 Hospital, industrial, primary 

school, Walsall Canal and 
residential. 

Hospital site now houses.  Area of abandoned industrial land 

adjacent to site has been re-developed for industry. 
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Main Changes of Note 
 

• Designation of Moorcroft Wood as LNR gave the site a high degree of protection 

from development and paved the way for management for biodiversity and local 

use. 

 

• Access – the Wood was part of the hospital grounds and open only to residents 

and members of a local fishing club.  Now there is free public access. 

 

• Wardening has existed for a limited period with onsite staff and was considered a 

success. 

 

• Pools dewatered – local open cast mining resulted in the loss of a large proportion 

of the water in the pools, which are the most important habitats on site from a 

biodiversity point of view.  Now a proportion of the water has returned. 

 

• Furnace slag habitats becoming colonized and some large chunks provide a 

significant landscape feature. 

 

• Management for nature conservation and access – woodland management and 

path construction has occurred. 

 

 

 

Future changes 

 
• The woodland will continue to develop with Ash and Sycamore being dominant. 

 

• The diversity of the pools may be threatened by stocking with fish, and lack of 

management. 

 

• The use/abuse of the wood hangs in the balance without promotion and care from 

dedicated site staff. 
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Moorcroft Wood Photographs   23 August 2005 
 

   
Moorcroft Wood is dominated by Ash 
and Sycamore. 
 

Furnace slag. 
 

Large pool. 
 

   

   
Fly tipping at entrance to the wood. A piece of ‘artwork’ designed to 

encourage use of the Wood. 
 

Smaller pool supports a rich aquatic 
flora and is relatively inaccessible. 

   

   
Tree regeneration within the Wood is 
good. 

Walsall Canal runs alongside the Wood. Badgers have created a sett in the coal 
waste. 
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3.5.2   Reedswood Park, Walsall  
 

 
Location:    Bentley Lane, 1.6 km from Walsall Town Centre 

 
Grid Reference:   SO 997 998 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Walsall MBC 

 
Status:     Public park 

 
Area:     19.4ha 

 
 

 

General Description 

 
A Victorian park created in the late nineteenth Century from a derelict mining area at 

Reed’s Wood - an early example of land reclamation.  Reedswood Park was the site of 

one of the first open-air schools for delicate children in the Midlands and used to have an 

open air swimming pool, the latter removed in the 1980s because of funding cut-backs.  

The Park comprises a surprising variety of landscapes and topography including mature 

trees, pool, playing fields, conservation area planted with native trees and now forming a 

dense scrub, a large area of recent tree planting and formal play facilities such as 

skateboard ramp, BMX track and children’s playground. 
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Reedswood Park: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

   

 

 

Public park Public park.  Two areas of planting may lead to 

future consideration of SLINC status. 

   

Habitat/Section 

 

Main Park 

 

Victorian park landscape created in 
1886 and planted with Horse 

Chestnut, Elm, Elder, Hawthorn, 

Beech, Lombardy Poplar, London 

Plane, Sycamore and Hawthorn – 

now mature and creating a closed 

canopy in parts. 

 

Described by Bunny Teagle as ‘A 

poor place, with a power station to 

the North and industrial wasteland 

with a dead-ended canal to the West.’  
Birds seen in 1975 included 

Dunnock, Spotted Flycatcher, five 

Song Thrushes, Greenfinch, 

Chaffinch, House Sparrow, Starling, 

Wren, Linnet and a pair of Reed 

Bunting. 

 

 

Now a variety of mature even-aged trees with closed 
canopy and grassy understorey intermittently cut 

with some areas of Bramble, Nettle, long grass etc 

left.  This is interspersed with large areas of 

intensively mown grassland. 

One area is cut once a year to create a wildflower 

meadow.  Bat and birdboxes have been put up. 

 

Site of open air school planted in 1994 as part of the 

Black Country Urban Forest with Hawthorn, Alder, 

Common Oak, Willows and Ash, creating a 

‘conservation area’.   
 

Newly planted area not managed apart from 

removing overhanging branches from the (informal) 

pathway. 

 

  

 

Golf course and balancing lake created around 2000 

as planning gain for the development on adjacent 

Reedswood Power Station. Golf course not well used 

so in 2004, 4ha of native woodland species planted, 

including Wild Cherry, Hawthorn, Birch, Alder 
Buckthorn and Blackthorn.  Balancing lake has bare 

edges with sparse vegetation including Broad-leaved 

Pondweed, Common Spike-rush,  Flote Grass and 

Curled Pondweed.  Also recorded were Smooth 

Newt, Common Frog, Water Stick Insect, damselfly 

larvae, Common Darter, Greater Water Boatman and 

abundant Jenkin’s Spire-shell  - all fairly typical in a 

newly created pool (2005). 

 

Formal 

facilities 

Tennis courts, bowling green, open 

air swimming pool. 

Open air swimming pool was filled in in the1980s 

due to lack of funding. There is a skateboard ramp, 
bowling area, BMX track and formal children’s 

playground. 

Single Regeneration Budget funding has resulted in a 

regeneration programme for the Park – the tennis 

courts have been replaced with multi-sports 

basketball and football facilities.  Brick shelter (with 

colourful graffiti ) to be replaced with a youth 

shelter. New park benches and litter bins are to be 

installed. 
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 1975 2005 

 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

The reduction in funding in the 70s, 

as with parks nationally, led to a 

decline in the facilities and an 

associated decline in use.  The 

removal of the open air swimming 

pool which had been a focus for local 

people in the summer, was thought 

by some to have been an action that 

‘took the heart out of the 

community’.   

There is a Friends of Reedswood Park group.  There 

are attempts to reverse the decline in park use.  A 

major issue is safety – following a violent incident, 

two park Rangers are now present during daylight 

hours.  The gate to the car park has been locked to 

prevent undesirable gatherings.  There is a desire to 

introduce other facilities e.g a bowls green.  The Park 

is part of the Healthy Walking Initiative in Walsall 

where people can earn ‘ground-miles’ gaining 

rewards for participation which can be cashed in for 
vouchers at shops. This has prompted worldwide 

interest, including from a korean film crew.  

Waymarkers through the Park are part of the ‘Walk 

On’ project. 

Local people were involved in a mass bulb planting 

in 2004. 

 

   

Surrounding land use 

   

 Residential, power station and 

furnace slag adjacent to the Park. The 

nearby SINC lost water and the 

associated Great Crested Newt 

population. 

Adjacent to Anson Branch Canal 

SLINC. 

Birchills and Walsall Power Station and associated 

land now developed as housing and retail. Part of the 

Power Station development incorporated into the 

Park, initially as a golf course, latterly as a future 

forest. 
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Main Changes of Note 
 

• Formal recreation facilities lost e.g. open air swimming pool. 

 

• New balancing pool created five years ago as part of adjacent power station 

development. 

 

• Two new areas of planting (native woodland species), one on site of filled in lido, 

the other on area of little-used golf course. 

 

• Management of Park – one area cut once per year as a wildflower meadow, 

planted areas left as ‘wild’. 

 

• Recent development of recreation facilities and healthy walking initiatives. 

 

• Changes in on-site staffing, initial reduction, recent gain. 

 

• Adjacent development of industrial land creating housing and retail areas. 

 

 

 

Future changes 

 
• The planted areas will turn to scrub and woodland and then will require dedicated 

management. 

 

• New funding will be spent on improvements to the Park. 

 

• Development of a masterplan for the Park. 

 

• The adjacent canal may receive funding for renovation. 
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Reedswood Park Photographs   23 August 2005 
 

   
Formal paths with mature trees, and 
mown grass comprise much of the Park. 

There are extensive areas of mown 
grass. 
 

Balancing lake created to water the golf 
course. 

   

   
Golf course area not used so planted in 
2004 by local people with a variety of 
native species. 

Skateboard ramp. Some areas have not been cut recently 
although probably not for the 
biodiversity gain. 

   

 

  

Conservation area – 1994 native 
species planting on site of lido. 

  

   
   

   
   

 

 
 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       81 

 

 

3.5.3   Rough Wood, Walsall 
 

 

Location:    Short Heath, 4.5 km northwest of Walsall Town Centre 

 

Grid Reference:   SJ 984 008 

 

Ownership/ Management:   Walsall MBC 

 

Status:     SINC.  Part of Rough Wood and Bentley Haye LNR 

 

Area:     28ha 

 

 

 

General Description 
 

The largest oak woodland in the West Midlands County, Rough Wood can be traced back 

to the 12
th

  Century when it formed a southern extension of the Cannock Forest.  

Historical management has been diverse – the wood was clear-felled as a punishment 

during the Peasants Revolt of the 1500s, was probably used as wood pasture, and more 

recently the underlying substrate has been a valuable asset, with excavation of coal, 

including scattered surface excavations during the miners’ strike in the 1920s.  

 

Part of the woodland supports Oaks that are older than 200 years and there is an ancient  

hedge line of Holly and Oak.  Much of the wood consists of English Oak and Birch with 

frequent Hawthorn.  Sallow scrub occurs in the damper sections and there is some wet 

grassland/marsh/bog with Sphagnum palustre recorded. On the western side, a mown 

grass ‘kickabout area’ is maintained. 

 

Rough Wood is well recorded with more than 1600 records of plants and animals, 

comprising 582 species, held by EcoRecord.  Moth species include a number that are 

‘local’ in national terms including the poetically named Purple Gold, Suspected, Bird’s 

Wing, Dingy Shears, Slender Brindle and Burnet Companion.  In terms of amphibians, 

Great Crested Newt, Toad, Common Frog and Smooth Newt are all present. 

 

The wood is well used and appreciated for informal recreation.  Its inclusion with Bentley 

Haye into a Local Nature Reserve has given rise to a nature trail passing through ancient 

oak woodland, secondary oak woodland, canal, scrub, grassland and pool habitats, that is 

an impressive 4km long walk. 
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Rough Wood: 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

 

 

 

 

 

Managed by Walsall MBC as a wild 

open space with nature trails.   

 

SINC.  Now part of the Rough Wood and Bentley 

Haye Local Nature Reserve. 

Ancient Woodland. 

   

Habitat/Section 

   

Woodland Comprises woodland, scrub, grassland 

and pool habitats.   

Ancient hedgeline of Oak and Holly 

with a bank and ditch runs through the 

Wood.  To the north of this is the oldest 

part of the Wood with Oak trees more 
than 200 years old, although stunted in 

growth possibly due to pollution. There 

are scattered Sweet Chestnuts. To the 

south of the hedge is Oak and Birch 

woodland that has recolonised land 

disturbed by mining activities. The 

shrub layer includes Alder Buckthorn 

as well as Guelder Rose, Holly and 

Dog Rose.  Damp areas support 

Sallows, Silver and Downy Birches, 

Oak and Midland Hawthorn.  Ground 
flora includes Greater Stitchwort, 

Bluebell, Wood Horsetail and 

Woodruff. 

The habitats are much the same with increased 

Bramble cover and natural succession of scrub to 

woodland and marshland to scrub. 

 

The increased area of semi-natural vegetation in 

the vicinity (the former waste tip now Bentley 
Haye Open Space) is likely to significantly 

increase the biodiversity of the Wood, both by 

decreasing human pressure and through the 

provision of an increased habitat range and a larger 

area of natural open space. 

 

 

   

Species   

   

 One hundred and twenty flowering 
plants and 38 non-flowering plants 

recorded in 1970.  Frogs, Toads, 

Smooth Newts and Great Crested 

Newts in the pools. 

Oak and Birch predominate.  Other 

species include Alder Buckthorn. 

 

 

Has been well recorded over the years, including 
birds, invertebrates – particularly moths and 

spiders and flowering and non-flowering plants.  

Niney eight species of moths recorded in a single 

night in 2002.  Breeding site for Brimstone 

Butterflies and, until recently, Silver-washed 

Fritillaries were found. EcoRecord holds 1600 

records comprising 582 species.  This includes 46 

bird, 167 moth, 13 butterfly, 212 plant and 49 

spider species. 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 

 

 

Appreciated by locals and well used for 

informal recreation. Some vandalism to 

signs etc. 

 

In 1987/8 became part of the Countryside Services 

(Beacon Regional Park), Rangers were introduced, 

footpaths improved and motorcycle barriers put at 

the entrances. Continues to be appreciated locally.  

A recent attempt to introduce a coppicing regime 

in part of the wood provoked concern that healthy 

trees were being chopped down. 

Rangers cover this site and a number of other sites 
but are not based within the wood. 
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 1975 2005 

 

Surrounding land use 

  

Adjacent to Wyrley and Essington 

Canal, the M6 motorway, a rubbish tip 

south of the canal and a housing estate. 

 

Rubbish tip now capped and planted and 

comprises grassland and trees.  Bentley Lane 

Municipal Golf Course created in 1981/2 but was 

never used, so in the 1990s it was planted with 

trees and new ponds were created. These now 

support Great Crested Newts. Bentley Haye is now 

part of the Local Nature Reserve. 

Forms part of the Rough Wood Green Wedge 

stretching from open countryside to the north of 
Sneyd School to the disused railway line south of 

Willenhall School in Bentley. 

   

 

 

 

Main Changes of Note 

 
• Status - Rough Wood, along with Bentley Haye, a former waste tip south of the 

canal, is now a Local Nature Reserve. 

 

• Greater input from Walsall MBC in terms of Ranger support and promotion, the 

provision of paths and entrance gates. 

 

• Plant succession leading to greater stratification of woodland habitat and siltation 

of pools. 

 

 

 

Future changes 
• No major changes to the area envisaged apart from succession of grassland to 

scrub and scrub to woodland.   
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Rough Wood Photographs   23 August 2005 
 

   

An ancient woodland. An area of secondary woodland that 
has developed on mine spoil.  Attempts 
to coppice here met with local 
opposition. 
 

Mined area is now a marsh with 
frequent Soft Rush. 

   

   
The hummocks and hollows are 
attractive to cyclists. 

Some of the pathways have been 
formalized to reduce erosion. 
 

A closely mown ‘kickabout’ area within 
the Wood. 

   

 

  

Wyrley and Essington Canal has 
suffered from extensive growth of Azolla 
filiculoides for the last 5 years. 
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3.6  WOLVERHAMPTON 
 

3.6.1   Northycote Farm, Wolverhampton 
 

Location:    Outskirts of Wolverhampton, 5 km from city centre 

 

Grid Reference:   SJ 933 031 

 

Ownership/ Management:  Wolverhampton City Council 

 

Status:     SINC and SLINC, Country Park 

 

Area:     25ha 

 

  

 

 

General Description 

 
Northycote Farm is a well-used Country Park with livestock, including rare breeds, and 

restored farm buildings.  The Farm incorporates traditional farm management with 

management for wildlife.  Habitats include improved and semi-improved grassland, tall 

herb, scrub, hedgerows, wet woodland, stream and pools.   

 

Northicote (sic) Farm was built around 1600 and in 1815 was incorporated into the 

grounds of Moseley Court.  This was demolished around 1960, leaving a landscape 

legacy of mature specimen trees including Beech and Sweet Chestnut, an orchard, 

remnant walls and an ice house.  The land continued to be part of a working farm and in 

1983 was designated as a Country Park. It is now managed in a traditional manner for 

both amenity and biodiversity with a ranger service on site. 

 

The grassland is variously managed by mowing, cutting for hay, and grazing using sheep 

and cattle with the aim of improving the species diversity.  Hedgerows have been restored 

and new hedges planted.  Woodland areas planted 10 years ago are establishing well and 

tall herb areas have been retained to create further habitat for birds and invertebrates. 

 

The linear woodland along the meandering course of Waterhead Brook is valuable 

ancient woodland with Willow, Sycamore and Oak and a rich herb layer including Water 

Chickweed, Wood Millet, Ramsons and Bluebell. 

 

Being a Country Park, there is open public access, with a café and exhibitions in the 

restored farm buildings and numerous events throughout the year.  There is an onsite 

ranger service and an active Friends of Northycote Farm group. 
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Northycote Farm : 30 Years of Changes  

 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not mentioned in ‘The Endless 

Village’. 

The previous owner had died and the 

Farm lay abandoned and was 

gradually vandalized. 

 

The Farm was bought by Wolverhampton MBC and 

became a Country Park in 1983. 

SINC: Northycote Farm Coppice 0.44ha and 

Northycote Farm Parkland 17.51ha. 

SLINC: Northycote Farm 16.91ha. 

   

Habitat/Section 

   

Grassland Was a working farm until 1973/4 and 

comprised mostly grassland of low 

species diversity with Yorshire-fog, 

Creeping Bent and Perennial Rye-

grass. 

Following the recent acquisition of livestock 

management of the grassland can be carried out to 

improve diversity.   One field has a more diverse 

flora of Sweet Vernal Grass, Meadow Grasses, and 

Pignut with parkland trees including Beech, 

Sycamore, Lime and Oak. As well as the grazing 

stock of sheep and Hereford cows, management 

includes hay-making to enhance the biodiversity of 

the grassland.  There has been a problem with 
livestock being near to paths used for dog-walking so 

now cattle and sheep are segregated from the public.  

Hay has been made but in 2005 one field will be 

topped and grass left as the Farm has enough hay. 

 

Woodland 

and stream 

Ancient woodland - little changed in 

100 years – comprising Alder, Crack 

Willow, Sycamore, Oak, Guelder 

Rose, Ash, Silver Birch and 

Hazel,with a varied and rich ground 

flora including, Bluebell, Dog’s 

Mercury, Opposite-leaved Golden-
saxifrage, Wood Speedwell, Water 

Cickweed, Greater Stitchwort, Giant 

Fescue, Hairy-brome, Pignut and 

Wood Millet. 

Stream (known as Stepping-stone 

Brook, Berry Brook, Waterhead 

Brook) relatively unpolluted.   

 

The wooded stream valley remains a biodiversity 

hotspot.  The stream meanders through the woodland 

in a way that is rarely seen.  There may be plans to 

selectively remove some of the Sycamore in the 

woodland. Large populations of the Freshwater 

‘Shrimp’ Gammarus pulex were seen in 2005 and 

water quality is likely to be good.   
 

Field ponds Most ponds silted up and were filled 

in over the years. 

Claypit Pond restored and in 1989 had a colony of 

the locally scarce Greater Spearwort.  Pond dredged 

again in 1993/4 then filled with hay by vandals, 
taking some years to recover. In 2005, Claypit Pond 

supported abundant Water Milfoil and Water Lily. 

Marginal plants have been stolen. Well used for 

fishing and playing.  Darter Dragonflies and Brown 

Hawker Dragonfly seen ovipositing. 

A pond near the Farm has mature trees around it and 

has been desilted.  In 2005 the surface was covered 

with Least Duckweed in spite of several attempts to 

clear it. Frog, Toad and Smooth Newt found here in 

2000. 
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 1975 2005 

 
Hedgerows, 

scrub 

Hedgerows probably not being 

managed and becoming gappy. 

Hedgerows restored with a programme of hedge-

laying and some new hedges planted.  Hawthorn 

dominant with Oak, Elder, Hazel, Sycamore, Ash 

and English Elm. 

New planting – as part of  the Black Country Urban 
Forest, 10-15 years old, includes Rowan ,Silver 

Birch, Oak, Holly, Alder and Ash. This now needs 

thinning/coppicing.  Cut wood from around site is 

put into piles as dead wood habitat. 

Tall herb and scrub on site of former Moseley Court 

includes Creeping Thistle, False Oat-grass, 

Cocksfoot, Common Hogweed. 

 

Species  Thirty-five bird species and 153 plant species 

recorded in 1989. Barn Owls nested in box provided 

and raised three young in 2005. Also present: two 

pairs of Kestrels, Lesser Spotted and Green 
Woodpecker, Blackcap, Redpoll, Bullfinch, Little 

Owl, Swallows (nest in farm), House Martin and  

Swift.  Recent myxomatosis outbreak has reduced 

use of air rifles, dogs and fence-cutting activities that 

are the secondary effects of Rabbits. 

 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No public access to farm. 

 

Open access – through-routing, informal recreation, 

farm visits, educational visits, special events. 

Natural Connections project 2000-2001 promoted 

educational activities at the Farm and produced a 

resource pack. 

Friends of Northycote Farm – active group – have 

researched the history of site and produced 

interpretation material. 

Some antisocial activities e.g. burning, motorbikes, 

poaching. 
   

Surrounding land use 

   

 Housing, farmland. Housing, farmland and crematorium. 
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Main Changes of Note 
 

• Status - now a Country Park, SINC and SLINC. 

 

• Management is carried out to enhance amenity and biodiversity of the farmland. 

 

• Habitat creation – there has been tree planting and restoration of hedgerows.   

Succession of the grassland to tall herb and scrub has been allowed in parts.  Two 

ponds have been cleared out. 

 

• Public access – although local people have always followed footpaths through the 

Farm, access is now far greater with interpretation, walks, facilities and special 

events. 

 

 

 

Future changes 
 

• Improved species diversity in the grassland as sympathetic management 

practices continue.  

 

• Succession of tall herb to scrub and scrub to woodland. 
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Northycote Farm Photographs   23 August 2005 
 

  
 

The Farm buildings have been restored 
and include a café, exhibitions and 
Ranger base. 
 

Sheep and cattle, including rare breeds, 
belong to the Farm. 

The old orchard with tall herb. 

   

  
 

One field of unimproved species-rich 
grassland with scattered parkland trees. 
 

The remains of the ice house – will 
probably be covered with soil to protect it. 

Ancient wet woodland with Alder, Crack 
Willow and Sycamore. The brook 
meanders through the woodland. 

   

 
 

 

Trees planted in 1995 will need thinning 
soon. 

Claypits Pool – bare sides – well liked by 
dogs. 

Some dead wood is left lying to provide 
habitat for fungi and invertebrates. 
 

   

 

  

Least Duckweed covering the pond near 
the Farm buildings.  Pond is valuable 
amphibian habitat. 
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3.6.2   Smestow Valley Local Nature Reserve (Valley Park Nature 

Reserve), Wolverhampton  
 

 

Location:    North-western corner of the Wolverhampton conurbation. 

 

Grid Reference:   SJ902014 - SO864978 

 

Ownership/ Management:   Wolverhampton City Council 

 

Status:     LNR, part SINC, part SLINC 
 

Area:     48ha (Smestow Valley Local Nature Reserve), 60ha  

                                                (Valley Park)  

  

 

 

General Description 

 
The Smestow Valley is the most important green corridor in Wolverhampton, following 

the Smestow Brook and incorporating canal, stream and disused railway with associated 

meadow, pools, wetland, woodland and scrub habitats. 

An important site that historically set an example for future urban nature conservation 

sites throughout the country.  In 1974 Nature Conservancy Council (NCC) staff, and 

officers of Wolverhampton MBC met on site. This resulted in a request from the West 

Midlands County Council to the Nature Conservancy Council to provide advice for the 

Structure Plan.  The NCC subsequently commissioned a survey of the area’s wildlife 

which resulted in ‘The Endless Village’. 

Much of Valley Park (60ha) encompasses the Smestow Valley Nature Reserve (48ha) – 

which is 4.5km long, stretching from Aldersley in the north to Compton and the 

Staffordshire countryside in the south, following the disused Wolverhampton/Stourbridge 

railway line, the Smestow Brook and the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal.  Areas 

of former farmland (Turners Field, Barley Field) and woodland (Peasley and Windmill 

Woods) are now included within the LNR. Nearby Dunstall Park has a newly (1993) 

created balancing lake within the racetrack area to alleviate flooding from the Smestow 

Brook and attracts wintering and migrating birds. 

 

The Valley Park Pathway runs along the disused railway track now forming a linear 

woodland with Hawthorn, Ash and Sycamore.  The herb layer includes Bluebell, 

Common Dog violet, Ramsons, Nettle-leaved Bellflower and Yellow Archangel. 
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30 Years of Changes in Valley Park/Smestow Valley 

 

 1975 2005 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognised for its nature 

conservation and recreational 

value – one of the first urban 

nature reserves. 

 

In 1998 declared the first, and at present, the only 

Local Nature Reserve in Wolverhampton. 

Parts are designated as SINC and SLINC. 

Habitat/Section 

   

Staffordshire and 

Worcestershire 

Canal 

 The canal has changed little over the years.  Water 

quality appears to be good. 

British Waterways have carried out survey work and 

management is designed to protect biodiversity with 

particular attention to the Water Vole population 

known to be present. 
 

Smestow Brook 

and tributaries 

Flooding and pollution 

problems. 

A small brook with pebble/gravel bed and banks of 

tall herb and Hawthorn with occasional Crack 

Willow and Goat Willow. The Brook has suffered 

pollution problems over the years.  These have been 

addressed and there may be some improvement.   

A small reedbed has been created, but there are plans 

for a larger one.  The Graiseley Brook is a 

particularly polluted tributary. 

 

Plants associated 
with disused 

railway track 

1971/2 - 181 species listed 
including Small Toadflax 

Chaenorhinum minus, Thyme-

leaved Sandwort Arenaria 

serpillifolia, Musk Mallow 

Malva moschata, Sticky 

Groundsel Senecio viscosus 

and Long-headed Poppy 

Papaver dubium 

 

Reduction of open areas, so associated species have 
disappeared - now more a linear woodland with 

Wych Elm, Ash, Sycamore, Hawthorn and Elder.  

Herb layer includes Nettle, Cow Parsley, Bramble, 

Cleavers, Lords and Ladies, Ivy, Red Campion and 

Lesser Celandine.  

Japanese Knotweed has been treated in the 

Hawthorns area.  

Areas of land 

around Valley Park  

Barley Field - arable land not 

part of the Reserve. 

Now included in the Reserve and reverted to 

grassland. In 1995-2001 areas around the perimeter 
were planted with trees and scrub including Rowan, 

Birch, Elder and Rose.  As with a number of other 

sites in Wolverhampton, hay has been strewn from a 

species rich meadow in Shropshire to increase 

biodiversity.  

 

 Turners Fields Pasture – not 

part of the Reserve. 

Now included in the Reserve and reverting to scrub, 

particularly Oak and Sallow.  A field pond supports a 

large population of Great Crested Newt and there is a 

small stream.   

 

 Dunstall Racecourse Current racecourse created in 1993 and is Britain’s 
first floodlit racecourse. A balancing lake was 

created to one side of the circuit for the temporary 

storage of floodwater from Smestow Brook. 
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 1975 2005 

 
 Peasley (Windmill) Wood 

(also known as Smestow Bird 

Sanctuary). An old sand 

quarry planted with 

Hornbeam. 

4.1ha  bequeathed to the council as a bird sanctuary 

with restricted public access.  The woodland is now 

mature and includes Hornbeam, Ash, Yew, Elder, 

Wych and English Elm, Sycamore and Lime.  

Woodcock has been seen here and may well breed. 

 

 Mixed deciduous woodland - 

former sand quarry. 

Behind the Wolverhampton Environment Centre, the 

grounds of which also has a large pond created 10-15 

years ago. 

 

 Dunstall Racecourse As part of the flood alleviation works associated with 
new housing development and upgrading of the 

racecourse, a balancing lake was created adjacent to 

the racecourse and there is no public access.  In spite 

of the floodlit conditions, the lake has been a 

successful habitat for birds. 

 

Species 

  The range of birds in the Valley has changed over 

the years, some losses e.g. Spotted Flycatcher and 

Skylarks. New wetland habitat in Dustall Racecourse  

has proved a magnet for birds with the Smestow 

Valley Bird Group recording breeding Lapwing and 

Little Ringed Plover, Little Grebe, Mute Swan, 

Canada Goose and Coot, as well as providing habitat 

for visiting species such as Sedge Warbler, Water 

Rail and Jack Snipe, and chance encounters of 

Hoopoe and Red-backed Shrike amongst others.  The 

number of bird species recorded from the Valley is 
now 172 and it is not uncommon to spot 58 species 

during a single visit. Fifty-one species nest in the 

valley including Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, Tawny 

Owl, Skylark, Nuthatch, Treecreeper, Reed Bunting 

and Kingfisher.  Winter visitors include Water Rail 

and Snipe, whilst summer visitors include 7 species 

of warbler.  

Mammals include Fox, Weasel, Bank Vole and four 

species of bats.  Water Voles are found by the canal 

and Otters have also been spotted in recent years. 

Great Crested Newts breed in one of the pools and 
Grass Snakes have been recorded 

 

20 species of Butterfly include Purple Hairstreak, 

Ringlet, Small Heath and Small Copper. 
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 1975 2005 

 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valley Park Railway Nature 

Trail – promotion of the linear 

route as a recreational 

resource with leaflets – one of 

the first examples in the 

country. 

 

 

 

Recreation and through-routing are major uses – with 

people following the line of the canal or the disused 

railway line.  Fishing occurs in the canal as well as 

boating activities.  There is a picnic site at Compton 

Lock.   

There are Smestow Valley Local Nature Reserve 

signs at various entry points and a leaflet about the 

nature in the area has been produced. 
Ranger office in old Tettenhall Railway Station, 

WCC printed information, signage, management, 

guided walks.  

Wildside Activity Centre – a charitable 

environmental education centre adjacent to the canal.  

Their activities include practical conservation work, 

minibeast hunts and Watch groups for young people. 

Wolverhampton Environment Centre – now a 

training centre for Groundwork but used to be a 

Council run nursery. 

Smestow Valley Bird Group created in 1988– has 
around 50 members and exists to promote the natural 

habitat. They produce a quarterly update and an 

annual report.  A nature day in the 1990s 

incorporated a Dawn Chorus event and a Bat Walk 

and attracted 400 people. 

In 2005, 11 Council-run events were held in the 

Valley. 

   

Surrounding land use 

  

Largely residential with a 

number of schools. 

 

Housing development on racecourse land. 

New football training center. 
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Main Changes of Note 
 

• Protection and nature conservation designation has been strengthened and 

expanded to include adjacent areas, with large areas of the Smestow Valley 

designated as SINC/SLINC and falling within the Smestow Valley Local Nature 

Reserve. 

 

• The area of land maintained for nature and for people has expanded from the 

disused railway line in 1975 to include large areas of adjacent land. 

 

• Management being carried out to promote biodiversity e.g. tree and scrub 

planting, hay strewing, removal of Sycamore, retention of standing and fallen 

dead wood, and the creation of marsh, pools and marginal vegetation by the canal. 

 

• Promotion of the Valley as a community resource – this is being done by the 

Council, by local volunteers and by a local environmental activity centre. 

 

• Succession – open areas of railway track are now shaded by trees.  Field and 

pasture are reverting to scrub. 

 

• Smestow Brook – there have been flood alleviation works and may be some 

improvement in the water quality.  

 

• A large flood alleviation scheme has just been completed on the Finchfield Brook 

(a tributary of the Smestow Brook) to prevent sewage and other pollutants from 

entering the water course. 

 

 

 

Future changes 

 
• Potential for the creation of a large wetland area within Graiseley Brook, adjacent 

to Compton Barleyfield. 

 

• The Management Plan aims to manage the meadows through grazing and cutting, 

to create a varied age structure in the woodland, to plant the newly created 

floodplain following flood alleviation works on the Smestow Brook, to ensure 

water quality is improved and to improve accessibility and promotion of the 

Valley as an amenity and educational resource.  
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Smestow Valley Local Nature Reserve Photographs   5 October 2005 
 

   
Disused railway – the basis for the 
linear nature reserve, now a wooded 
walkway. 

Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal. ‘Meccano’ Bridge over the canal. 

   

   
Smestow Brook. Barley Fields – arable land reverted to 

grassland – there are plans to graze the 
area. 

Barley Fields with adjacent mature 
gardens provide ideal habitat for a variety 
of birds. 

   

   
The edges of Barley Fields have been 
planted with trees and shrubs of various 
species. 
 

Entrance to Wolverhampton Environment 
Centre, run by Groundwork. 
 

Pond created 10/15 years ago in the 
Wolverhampton Environment Centre. 

   

 
  

Turners Fields – well used by walkers. Pond in Turners Field – supports Great 
Crested Newt population. 

Turners Field – being colonized by scrub. 
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Turners Field. 
 

Peasley (Windmill) Wood. Tettenhall Station forms the Ranger base 
in the Valley. 

   

   

 
 

 

 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       97 

 

3.6.3   West Park, Wolverhampton 
 

 
Location:   Wolverhampton 

 
Grid Reference:   SO 905 990 

 
Ownership/ Management:   Wolverhampton City Council 

 
Status:     Public park 

 
Area:     17ha 

 
  

 

 

General Description 

 

A large Victorian public park situated within walking distance of Wolverhampton City 

Centre, it has recently undergone an extensive programme of renovation.  Original 

landscape features have been restored including the conservatory, bandstand, clocktower, 

pavilions, shrub and flowerbeds and perimeter fencing.  Much of the Park is lawn and 

shrub borders with a variety of young and mature trees throughout.  A 3.2ha figure-of-

eight shaped lake has two islands that are densely vegetated with trees and shrubs.  In one 

corner of the Park is a small conservation area of native scrub, with scattered large 

boulders and log-piles, that has been retained although not forming part of the original 

Park design. 

 

The Park is the prime location in Wolverhampton for events such as the City Show, 

bonfire night, religious celebrations etc.  It is well used by dog walkers, joggers, for 

family outings, rowing on the lake and tennis.   

 

There is a Ranger based on site primarily for security purposes. 
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West Park:  30 Years of Changes 

 1975 2005 

 

Designation (Nature conservation/park/other) 

   

 

 

 

Public park - A Victorian park 

created on land that was formerly a 

racecourse but was rather boggy.   

Park in Conservation Area. No nature conservation 

designation – a rejected Phase 2 site. 

   

Habitat/Sec

tion 

  

   

Park Bunny Teagle  records extensive 

and dense evergreen shrub areas. 

 

Heritage Lottery Fund awarded £2.8M to restore the 

Park, this work being mostly completed (2005). As 

well as restoration of the features such as the 

bandstand, conservatory, chalet, perimeter fence and 

shelters, this has included removal of an office block, 

and renovation of the shrub borders to the original 
design by R.H. Vertigens in 1879. Compromises 

have been made due to the public perception of 

dense shrubs being rather intimidating.  As a result, 

the shrubs around the perimeter have largely been 

removed and replaced with low growing species.   

 

Lake About 3.24ha with introduced 

waterfowl.  

Parts of lake with mown grass on banks, some bare 

patches (heavily grazed by Canada Geese). Two 

islands well vegetated with Willow, Holly and Pine.  

Piles of wood from felled trees have been put on the 

island as wildlife habitat.  Barley straw has been 
placed around the islands to reduce algal growth.  No 

Blue-green Algae problems although the water is 

likely to be eutrophic.  Fish include Carp and 

Goldfish.  There is not and has never been fishing.  

Park staff try to discourage extensive feeding by 

pointing out the associated increase in Rats. 

 

Conservation 

area 

Not present. Small ‘conservation area’ on the edge of the Park, 

planted around 1990 with Hazel, Hawthorn, Oak, 

Silver Birch and Rowan. Now forming dense scrub.  

Piles of dead wood from other parts of the Park have 
been placed here.  

 

Species Introduced waterfowl include 

Mandarin Duck, Eider, Red-

crested Pochard and Muscovy 

Duck.  Large numbers of Canada 

Geese, Tufted Duck, Mallard and 

Feral Pigeons.  The Endless 

Village records large numbers of 

songbirds, some breeding, 

including Dunnock, House 

Sparrow, Blackbird, Robin, Mistle 
Thrush, Song Thrush, Wren, Great 

Tit, Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Greenfinch, 

Chaffinch and Goldcrest. 

Large numbers of Canada Geese and Mallard.  Also 

Tufted Duck, Coot and Moorhen.  Canada Goose 

nest on the island and eggs are painted with paraffin 

to prevent development.  In spite of this, the 

population is sizeable, 700 having recently been 

recorded. 

 

The removal of the dense shrubberies will have 

resulted in fewer nesting sites for song birds.   

In 1996, B.Pugh recorded 87 species of tree within 
the park and in 2000 a Peregrine Falcon was spotted. 
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 1975 2005 

 

Social Use (Recreation, education, other) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Routine park maintenance.  Usual 

park use. 

 

There is a manager devoted to the development of 

the Park and its use by local people.  Currently the 

Park appears to be well used by walkers, joggers, 

dog walkers, families, and as a meeting place and for 

bird feeding etc. as well as more formal activities – 

such as tennis and bowls. 

Environmental education activities on Conservation 

Area as well as other parts of the Park. 
Ranger based on site –primarily for patrol and as a 

point of contact for the public. 

   

Surrounding land use 

  

Residential and city center. 

 

No major changes. 

 

 

 

Main Changes of Note 

 
• Major restoration of park to Victorian original. 

 

• Removal of shrub beds and some trees. 

 

• Possible increased public use due to restoration. 

 

• Small Conservation Area of scrub and young woodland. 

 

• Dedicated site staff manager for the development of community use of the Park as 

well as staff dedicated to patrol and maintenance. 

 

 

 

Future changes 

 
• Management Plan being written. 

 

• Development of community use of the Park including the Conservation Area. 
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West Park Photographs   20 September 2005 
 

   

Large areas of mown grass with a 
variety of mature and young trees form 
the bulk of the Park landscape. 
 

Formal flower beds. The large lake has two islands. 

   

   
Even in this highly maintained Park 
there are tiny areas temporarily 
forgotten by the maintenance staff, here 
a weed of cultivation – the Scarlet 
Pimpernel - flowers. 

The stool of an ancient tree is maintained 
as a feature. 

Some dense shrubberies have been 
retained. 
 

   

 

  

Large numbers of Canada Geese and 
Feral Pigeon are maintained by feeding. 

Conservation Area – not part of the 
restoration but used for school groups. 

Conservation Area has been planted with 
native trees and shrubs. 

   

  

 

Renovated bandstand. The former shrub beds have been 
replaced with lower growing species. 
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4.  HABITATS -  30 years of changes 
 

 

 

 

4.1  Introduction 
 

 

 
Table 4.1 shows the amount of open space in Birmingham and the Black Country and the 

amount of built development. The amount of land covered by built development is 

roughly equal to that covered by open space.   

 

 

Table 4.1: amount of open space and built development (in ha) 

 

District 

Total 
Area Gardens (%) Open Space (%) Built Development (%) 

Birmingham CC 26,774 7,833 (29) 8,838 (33) 10,103 (38) 

Dudley MBC 9,784 2,962 (30) 3,521 (36) 3,301 (34) 

Sandwell MBC 8,560 2,137 (25) 2,793 (33) 3,630 (42) 

Walsall MBC 10,392 2,416 (23) 5,066 (49) 2,910 (28) 

Wolverhampton CC 6,936 2,218 (32) 1,957 (28) 2,761 (40) 

Totals 62,446 17,566 (28) 22,175 (36) 22,705 (36) 
Data compiled by EcoRecord from Mastermap (2005) 

 

 

 

The area covered by gardens is more than 28% of the total land area. However, there is a 

continued move to increase the area of hardstanding through the paving of front gardens 

for parking or for ease of maintenance.  This reduces the area of permeable land, results 

in increased runoff into watercourses and a reduction in the ‘green fabric’ of the urban 

area
1
.   

 
The West Midlands County Council Survey carried out in 1982/3 provided the first 

habitat audit within Birmingham and the Black Country and was in fact one of the first in 

the country.  This information is available in electronic form and forms the basis for 

much assessment and evaluation within the area. 

 

 
1It has become a cause for concern in some areas of London so a short survey was carried out in Birmingham and the 
Black Country.  Around 500 houses in Birmingham and Sandwell were selected, covering a range of properties 
including interwar semidetached and detached houses, also some early 20th century terraced, semi-detached and 

detached villas.  Smaller terraced housing, with front gardens not large enough to accommodate a parked car, were 
excluded from the study.  It was found that 59.7% of the front gardens were covered with 80% or more paving. 
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Further information has been gathered on specific sites over the years, some of which has 

been digitised.  However as a general audit has not been carried out since this original 

survey, assessment of changes in the cover of different habitat types is difficult to 

quantify.  Table 4.2 shows the amount of seminatural habitat found in surveys in the 

1980s.  On publication of an initial assessment of these figures in the West Midlands 

Nature Conservation Strategy (1984), 12% of the habitats identified had already been 

earmarked for development.  

 

 

Table 4.2: Habitat cover by type in Birmingham and the Black Country (BAP 

Birmingham and the Black Country, 2000) 

 
Habitat Area/length 
  

Woodland 1,429 ha  

(301 ha Ancient woodland) 

Canals 220 km 

Rivers and Streams 850 km 
Heathland 250 ha 

Wet grassland 671 ha (1990) 

Lowland neutral grassland 4018 ha 

Lowland Dry Acid Grassland 560 ha (1990) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To assess changes in quantity and quality of semi-natural habitat, a selection was chosen 

for particular consideration within this study: 

 

o Heathland 

o Wetland (Waterbodies, Canals, Rivers and Streams) 

o Grassland 

o Woodland 

 

 

A major recent priority-based approach that relates to all habitats and a number of species 

is the UK Biodiversity Action Plan which resulted in the production of regional plans.  

The Birmingham & Black Country Biodiversity Action Plan (BBCBAP) (2000) outlined 

the resources and issues pertaining to key habitats and species, and set targets and actions 

for conservation, management, enhancement and promotion. 
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4.2  Heathland 
 

 

Lowland heathland is a threatened habitat nationally and around 250ha is found in 

Birmingham and the Black Country (BBCBAP, 2000).  The most extensive areas are 

within Sutton Park and Walsall where they connect with Staffordshire heathland at 

Cannock Chase.  There are also smaller areas in Dudley, Sandwell and other parts of 

Birmingham. 

 

The location of Heathland in 2004 is summarized in Table 4.3 (see over), however the 

proportion of heathland within each site is not known.  It is known that one of the sites, in 

Vauxhall, has now disappeared, and another site, Stambermill, comprised just a few 

clumps of Heather. 

 

Most of the heathland areas are in sites protected by LNR, SSSI, SINC or SLINC status 

and a high proportion are within public open space.  Although receiving a degree of 

protection from development, the greatest threat is from mismanagement, particularly 

through lack of management, thus allowing succession to proceed to scrub. 

 

Some areas are being newly created e.g. parts of Netherton Hill in Dudley have been 

seeded with Heather sourced from Walsall.  In Walsall, a programme of heathland 

restoration has been in operation for 13 years.  At Barr Beacon, a deep plough is being 

used to bring sandy soil to the surface and heather seed spread onto the soil, a technique 

with a proven record of success.   

 

Within the West Midlands, 72.7ha of lowland heath has been managed under the 

Countryside Stewardship Scheme, and 5.6ha has been recreated 

(http://www.defra.gov.uk/  MAFF snapshot 1999). 

 

The most extensive area of heathland is in Sutton Park in Birmingham, where there is a 

positive move to restore a mosaic of habitats with associated structural and species 

diversity that supports such rarites as Green Hairstreak, Linnet, Stonechat, Skylark, 

Dartford Warbler and most recently, Nightjar  which returned after an absence of more 

than 50 years.   ‘Saving Sutton Park’ has attracted funding of 0.25 million pounds for a 5 

year restoration programme starting in 2003 which includes clearance of trees and 

controlling Bracken and Gorse, rotational cutting of Heather and improved access 

provision.   

 

Pedmore Common (Stourbridge Golf Club) supported degraded heathland but a 

management plan was put in place, mowing was reduced and acid grassland with 

Harebell was a visible success to passing golfers.   
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  Table 4.3: Heathland sites in Birmingham and the Black Country (EcoRecord, 2005)     

         

         

Site Name Grid Ref               

  

 Dry 
Heath 

Wet 
Heath 

Designations Local 
authority 

Public Open 
Space 

Privately 
Owned 

District 

Witton Boating Lake SP088923 ����     SLINC ����    ����        Birmingham 

Vauxhall and Birmingham SP09148760 ����     SLINC   ����    Birmingham 

Alcester Road Railway Embankment SP076827 ����     SLINC      ����    Birmingham 

Rubery Hill SO990779 ����     SLINC     ����    ����    Birmingham 

Rednal Hill SO996766 ����     SLINC ����    ����        Birmingham 

Sutton Park SP090970 ����    ����    NNR, SSSI, SLINC � � � �     � � � �      Birmingham 

Cotwall End SO910922 ����    ����    SINC, SLINC, 
proposed LNR 

����    ����        Dudley 

Netherton Hill SO934877 ����     SINC, SLINC, LNR ����    ����        Dudley 

Knowle Hill SO938875 ����     SINC, SLINC          Dudley 

Whithymoor Exchange SO949876 ����     SLINC ����      Dudley 
Pedmore Common (Stourbridge Golf 
Course) 

SO899824 ����     SINC, SLINC       

Dudley 

The Hayes SO936842 ����     SINC, SLINC    Dudley 

Stambermill SO910846 ����     SINC    Dudley 

Galton Valley Canal Park SP017892 ����     SINC   ����    Sandwell 

Albutt´s Road SK029071 ����    0.5 ha SLINC ����      Walsall 

Walsall to Lichfield Railway Line SK051063 ����     SLINC   ����    Walsall 

Shire Oak Park SK059037 ����     SLINC, LNR ����    ����     Walsall 

Coppice Lane Vigo SK051026 ����     SLINC    Walsall 

Branton Hill Quarry SK069002 ����     SINC, SLINC    Walsall 

Pelsall North Common SK022047 ����    4.5 ha SINC, LNR � � � �     � � � �      Walsall 

Beechdale Park SO988010 ����     SINC       Walsall 

Barr Beacon SP062972 ����     SLINC ����    ����     Walsall 

Holland Park SK041063 ����    4 ha SINC, Proposed 
LNR 

����    ����        Walsall 

Sandwell Valley Park Golf Course ?       �          Sandwell 
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4.3  Canals 
 

There are more than 220 km of canals in Birmingham and the Black Country and the 

majority are owned and managed by British Waterways.  Most are navigable and also 

provide a valuable biodiversity and recreation resource to a large percentage of the 

population.  Thirty years ago, the use and image of canals had declined and although their 

biodiversity and leisure value was appreciated, authorities were inclined to see them as a 

liability rather than an asset.  Since then, there have been a number of high profile 

regeneration initiatives, notably in Birmingham City Centre.  The canals here have 

provided a focus for residential and commercial development.  In 1983 the towpath 

network and access to it were improved as well as landscaping, boundary works and 

signage.  Although this has resulted in a greater appreciation of the canals in this area, 

there was a certain loss of biodiversity and the opportunity to create seminatural habitats 

through the judicious use of soft landscaping, was not taken. However the scheme has 

resulted in an increased appreciation and use of the canal network, a prerequisite to its 

continued future.   

Some parts of the canal network have become silted or have been filled in and developed.  

The Anson Branch Canal, now closed to navigation, comprises a stream with much 

marginal vegetation.  The Ridgacre Branch Canal was restored to navigation in the early 

1980s only to be cut off in 1995 by the Black Country Spine Road.  Bentley Canal and 

Bradley Canal have also been lost.  Optimistic canal enthusiasts remain hopeful that some 

closed canals could be restored e.g. the Dudley No. 2 Canal ( part of which has been 

restored) and the Bradley Canal. 

 

Recent extensive surveys have been carried out on parts of the canal network.   This 

involved habitat mapping along canal and towpath and listing of plants and other species 

observed in passing. Surveys undertaken for the Biodiversity Action Plan for Sandwell’s 

Canals (2003-4) covered over 14km of canal length and found areas of semi-natural 

grassland, scrub and woodland along the canal.  Emergent vegetation was found in parts 

although there are ‘significant’ areas without any emergent vegetation.  The survey of 

Birmingham canals mapped the areas of submerged and emergent vegetation (Table 4.4).  

Analysis of a sample of the canals revealed a low percentage of the canals supporting 

aquatic vegetation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.4: Proportion of canal supporting aquatic vegetation in selected stretches of canal 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       106 

   

 

Proportion of canal 
containing emergent or 
submerged vegetation 

Birmingham Canal Gas St Basin to Main Line Junction 4.50% 
Birmingham and Fazeley Canal Tindal Bridge Junction - Aston 
Junction 2.68% 
Worcester and Birmingham Canal - 6km between Gas St Basin to 
Wasthill Tunnel 6.21% 

Source: Birmingham Canal Survey 2004, EcoRecord. 

 

 

 

Water Voles were recorded at a number of locations.  Treeplanting that had occurred in 

the 1987/8 is maturing 15 years later.  The 2002/3 survey of Birmingham’s Canals found 

losses of marginal and floating vegetation in some stretches when compared with a 1990 

survey, however some areas continued to support a varied and rich flora. 

 

 

Management of the canals 
British Waterways are now mindful of the biodiversity value of the canals and have 

models of good practice for maintenance operations, employ their own ecologists and 

have produced a Biodiversity Action Plan.  All the canal towpaths are cut to maintain 

access and herbicide (approved by the Environment Agency) is only used at high profile 

sites. 

 

Dredging operations are only carried out following initial surveys and the dredging 

involves producing a shallow profile on the offside.  There is presently work 

commencing to survey after dredging to gain a greater understanding of recovery times 

(P. Wilkinson, pers.comm). 

 

Canal banks can be soft earth or have extensive brickwork.  An analysis carried out by 

EcoRecord and based upon information on the canal bank type of nearly 48km of canal 

(Fig.4.1) show that brick or stone walls form a significant proportion of the canal (55%) 

with a small proportion of soft earth banks (14%).  There is a high proportion of steel, 

concrete and timber piling (31%) although the extent of steel sheet piling, which is the 

least preferable in biodiversity terms, is not known.  This is the cheaper option when 

canal banks require maintenance although not preferred by nature.  On the Staffordshire 

and Worcester Canal and Birmingham and Fazeley Canal, to benefit Water Voles, bank 

replacement of brick and sandbag piles with sections of softer edging has been used. 
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Fig.  4.1  Canal bank type (based on survey of 48k) 

 

31% steel,  
concrete  

and timber  
piling 

55% brick  
or stone  

wash walls 

14% soft  
bank/eroded 

bank 

 
Source: EcoRecord 2005 

 
 

Marginal and other aquatic vegetation needs to be controlled to ensure the passage of 

boats, although a reduction in boat traffic leads to an increase in marginal vegetation (e.g. 

in some remainder canals).  British Waterways tend to remove less vegetation than they 

have in the past and there are examples of the introduction of native marginal plants 

planted into coir roll, which fulfill the dual function of bank protection and improved 

habitat.  In the late 1990s, wood and wire cages filled with marginal vegetation were 

installed along parts of the Birmingham Canal and Birmingham and Fazeley Canal. Some 

of these plantings continue to be successful and appear natural more than 15 years later 

(P.Stephenson, pers.comm.). 

 

 

 

Water quality 
Water quality in the canals is variable and depends in part on the water source and 

discharges, and in part on the quality of the accumulated silt.  There has been a general 

improvement in water quality from watercourses over the years and more stringent 

application of discharge conditions.  However some areas of silt still contain the 

industrial legacy of heavy metals, e.g. cadmium, nickel, chromium, copper, lead, arsenic 

and hydrocarbons. In 1992 a major programme - Project Aquarius - involved the removal 

and treatment of the contaminated silt within and to the east of Birmingham City Centre. 

It is not known whether this clean-up operation had an effect on the biodiversity. 

 

 
Table 4.5 shows the chemical water quality in selected canals and changes over a five 

year period between 1995 and 2000.  Quality is generally poor but over this period there 

was an improvement in six of the stretches and deterioration in three.   
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Table 4.5: Chemical Water Quality of Canals in the Black Country 1995 and 2000 

 
 

Canal 

 

Stretch Details 

COMP 

RQO* 

Chem 

GQA 

1995 

Chem 

GQA 

2000 

Length 

in KM 

Tame Valley Jn Walsall Canal to Rushall Canal S E E 5 

Tame Valley Rushall Canal to Tame Valley canal S E D 4 
Daw End Branch Wyrley & Essington Canal to 

Longwood Br 
M C C 8 

Rushall Jn Tame Valley to Longwood Br S C E 5 
Wyrley &Essington Horsely Fields to Walsall Canal C O D 12 
Wyrley & Essington Walsall Canal to Jn. Anglesey Branch S C C 13 
Cannock Extension Norton Green to Wyrley  & Essington 

Canal 
S D D 2 

Walsall  Wyrley and Essington N Canal to 
Anson Branch 

C D D 4 

Walsall  Jn. Anson Branch to Bull Lane Moxley M E E 4 
Walsall Bull Lane Moxley to Tame Valley 

Canal 
M F E 2 

Walsall Tame Valley to Birmingham Level 
Pudding Lane  

S F E 3 

Anson Branch Pouk Hill to Jn. Walsall Canal   C F E 2 

Ridgacre Branch Black Lane to Jn Walsall Canal S E E 2 
B’ham & W’ton Lv Galton Tunnel to Jn Walsall Canal C E E 3 
B’ham & W’ton Lv Walsall Canal to Factory Lock Tipton C D E 4 
B’ham &W’ton Tipton to Staff & Worcester Canal C D D 7 
B’ham&W’ton LV Seven Stars Road Oldbury to Tipton C E E 6 
Gower Branch Birmingham Level to Wolverhampton 

Level 
C E D 1 

Staffs & Wor. Coven Heath Stw. To Oxley Rail Br. C D C 4 
Staffs & Wor. Oxley Rail Br. To A41 New Br C D D 2 

Staffs & Wor. A41 New Br to Compton Locks C C C 1 

Staffs & Wor. Compton Locks to Road Br 
Swindon 

C D C 10 

Shropshire Union Atherley Jn to Pendeford Br  C D E 2 

Shropshire Union  Pendeford Br Gnosall Br C C B 20 

Source Black Country Observatory 
* Comp RQO- Compliance with River Quality S=Significant Failure M=Marginal Failure C=Compliant. 

    Chem GQA- Chemical General Quality Assessment Grade A-F (A being higher) 

 

 

Flora and Fauna 

Canals can be a stronghold for species that are declining elsewhere in the region.  

Pondweeds such as Water Crowfoot, Shining Pondweed, Perfoliate Pondweed, Crinkly 

Pondweed, Spiked Water-milfoil,and the protected Floating Water Plantain are present on 

the canal network.  Marginal plants can frequently be diverse, with species such as 

Skullcap, Arrowhead, Flowering Rush, Yellow Flag, Nodding Bur-marigold, Purple 

Loosestrife, Hemp Agrimony, Hemlock and Water-dropwort. 

 

There appears to have been an increase in dragonflies and damselflies, e.g.  Banded 

Demoiselle and Emperor, on the canals, probably due to improvements to water quality, 

increases in marginal vegetation and national changes in distribution (P. Wilkinson). 
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Table 4.6 is a summary of freshwater invertebrate surveys carried out in Walsall canals 

and the associated Great Bridge Canal Basin in the late 1990s.   Diversity is dependent 

upon two main factors: water quality and habitat quality, with emergent and submerged 

vegetation producing the organic material, shelter and habitat diversity that supports a 

large number of species.  This can be illustrated by surveys of both the canal and the 

canal basin at Great Bridge.  Here the water quality was presumably the same, however 

the canal was lined with metal sheet piling in the sampling area and supported no 

submerged or emergent vegetation. Only seven freshwater invertebrate taxa were 

recorded.  The canal basin however, had a bed of Greater Reedmace, submerged 

vegetation, variation in depth and banks of brick and wood.   Fifty-one invertebrate taxa 

were found here. 

 

 

Table 4.6: Number of freshwater invertebrate taxa in selected Walsall Canals 

 
Canal Date Number of sampling 

points 

No of freshwater 

invertebrate 

taxa/sampling point 
    

Walsall Canal 1995 18 Range 1-33, ave16 

Ridgeacre Branch Canal 1996 3 27-40 

Anglesey Branch Canal, Walsall 1996 2 18,17 

Wyrley and Essington Canal, Walsall 1996 5 11-32 

Great Bridge - Walsall Canal,  1997 1 7 

Great Bridge - Walsall Canal Basin,  1997 1 51 

Rushall Canal 1998 2 33-40 
Source: Surveys carried out for Walsall MBC by Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country 

 

 

The most dramatic change over the last thirty years has been in the increase of fish 

species. There has been a change from the Three-spined Stickleback to a more diverse 

community of Roach, Rudd, Tench, Common Carp, Gudgeon, Chub, Perch, Pike, Eel, 

Bream and even species such as Ruffe, Bullhead and Stone Loach. There are many 

occasions where fish such as Koi Carp, Golden Orfe and Goldfish are released into the 

canal. Zander are frequently encountered and are impacting on fish stocks (P. Wilkinson). 

The European Otter is returning after a 30 year absence, mainly due to a lack of 

persecution and increased prey due to improvements in water quality.  

The Water Vole has dramatically declined over the last 30 years but is still present on the 

canals. American Mink has often been common on stretches of waterway following their 

mass releases into the wild.
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4.4  Rivers and Streams 

 

 

More than 850km of rivers and streams are to be found in Birmingham and the Black 

Country.  On the watershed of England, the central and eastern parts drain into the Rea, 

the Cole and the Tame.  Dudley, West Sandwell and Wolverhampton drain into the Stour.  

Not surprisingly, given the high proportion of built development and the historical legacy 

of industry, most watercourses have been poor in water quality and in habitat quality, 

although reversal of both of these appears to be in progress. 

 

 

Water quality 

 
‘The large flow of foul water in the River Tame and the Black Country streams is 

by far the most important pollution problem of the Severn-Trent Area’  (Severn 

Trent Water Authority 1975/6).   

 

In 1975 water quality throughout the Tame was given the worst category of ‘bad’ and the 

River Rea was ‘doubtful’.  Twelve years later, in 1987, a biological quality survey of the 

Upper Tame revealed nearly 90% of the sampling points were still of poor or 

unsatisfactory water quality (Severn-Trent Water 1987) 

 

Table 4.7 shows chemical and biological water quality data for Black Country 

watercourses between 1995 and 2000.  In terms of chemical water quality, 24 stretches 

had improved and only two showed a deterioration. However, in terms of biological 

water quality six stretches had improved and three had deteriorated.  The discrepancy 

shows that in spite of the improvement in the background water quality, intermittent 

pollution was still a problem, thus continuing to compromise the ecological integrity of 

the watercourse. Another important point here is that the River Quality Objective for 

most stretches is less than ambitious, so compliance is not hard to achieve.   
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Table 4.7 Biological and Chemical Water Quality in Black Country Rivers 1995 – 2000 

 

RIVER RQO* 
Comp 
RQO 

Chem 
1995 

Chem 
2000 Bio 1995 Bio 2000 Length in KM 

Tame R (Oldbury Arm) 5 C E D F E 5 

Tame R 5 C E D - E 6 

Tame R (Oldbury Arm) 5 C E D F F 2 

Tame R (Oldbury Arm) 5 C D D E E 4.4 

Tame R (Wolverhampton 

Arm) 4 C D D F F 3 

Tame R (Wolverhampton 
Arm) 4 M D D F F 0.3 

Tame R (Wolverhampton 
Arm) 5 C D C E E 3.7 

Tame R (Wolverhampton 
Arm) 5 C E E E F 0.5 

Hobnail Bk 5 C E E E D 1.1 

Tipton Bk 5 C F E - - 2.5 

Tipton Bk 5 C F D - - 1.4 

Swan Bk 5 C E D E - 3 

Groveland Bk 5 C F E E E 1.2 

Ford Bk 5 C F E E E 5 

Rough Bk 4 C C C D E 4 

Sneyd Bk 5 C E D E E 1.5 

Darlaston Bk 5 C D E - E 6 

Waddens Bk 5 C D E E F 2 

Stour R 3 C C B B B 1.5 

Stour R 3 C C B E D 4 

Stour R 4 C C B E D 1 

Stour R 4 C C B E D 1 

Stour R 4 C D B E E 2 

Stour R 4 S E E - - 1 

Stour R 4 S E E E D 3.5 

Stour R 4 C E D E E 3 

Smestow Bk 4 M E E E E 2 

Smestow Bk 4 C E D E E 3.5 

Bobs/Holbeche Bk 5 C E D E E 0.5 

Bobs/Holbeche Bk 4 C C C E E 3.3 

Bobs/Holbeche Bk 4 C C B E E 2 

Wom/Penn Bk 4 C E D E E 2 

Merryhill Bk 3 C C B E D 5.8 

Mousesweet Bk 4 C E D F F 2.2 

Mousesweet Bk 3 C C B D D 0.8 

Lutley Gutter 2 C C B D D 2.4 

Source Black Country Observatory 
* RQO River Quality Objective 1-high, 5-low 

   Comp RQO- Compliance with River Quality Objective S=Significant Failure M=Marginal Failure C=Compliant. 

   Chem GQA- Chemical General Quality Assessment Grade A-F (A being higher) 

    Bio – Biological water quality, a measure using benthic invertebrates as indicators, also graded A –F. 

    

Water quality has continued to improve over the years and Fig 4.8 gives figures up to 

2003.  For the watercourse to support an ‘at or close to natural’ ecosystem, the quality 

category needs to be c or above, with level c (fairly good) rivers being capable of 
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supporting cyprinid fisheries.  Thus, although there has been an improvement overall, 

with more stretches falling into categories b and c, 82% of watercourses still fall into 

categories d-f.   

 

 

Fig. 4.8: General Quality assessment – (Chemical) for Rivers and Canals in the Black 

Country 1990-2003 - % 

 

  a b c d e f   

  
very 
good good 

fairly 
good fair  poor bad 

Length 
km 

2003 0 6.55 11.26 49.41 29.93 2.04 209 

1990 0 2.97 3.70 18.11 38.79 15.65 209 
Source: Environment Agency 

 

 

 

In the 1960s, the River Tame was virtually lifeless, but in 1987 a diverse fish fauna of 

Common Carp, Tench, Pike, Roach, Gudgeon and Perch was found.  Indeed by 2000 the 

fish population had increased to a level sufficient to attract otters which were found 

during the fourth otter survey of England (2000/2) at four sites along the Tame and its 

tributaries. 

 

Detailed surveys of two tributaries of the River Tame, the River Rea and the River Cole, 

have shown considerable improvements in quality over 30 years, possibly  helped by the 

fact that seepages from historic contamination are not as prevalent as in parts of the Black 

Country.  A biological survey of the River Rea carried out in 1986 was compared with 

one in 1978. It showed a dramatic improvement, with good quality in its upper and 

middle reaches, showing recovery of the fauna following the effects of the large housing 

developments in North Worcestershire in the middle and late Seventies.  A number of 

freshwater invertebrates that are sensitive to organic pollution e.g. the Mayfly 

Ephemerella ignita, were recorded. However the recovery was not complete and certain 

types of Caddis species and Bullhead were still missing.  However the culverted section 

through the City remained virtually sterile due both to poor habitat and poor water 

quality. 

 

The River Cole has shown a similar improvement in its upper reaches and in 2004 a fish 

survey found an adult Brown Trout (young Trout had been released into the river some 

years previously).  Even more significant was the finding of a number of Bullhead – a 

species that requires high oxygen levels to survive. 

 
The issue of contaminated water flowing through accessible open space does not seem to 

have had the profile it needs for resources to be directed to remediation – it is not 

uncommon to find a brook in a public park or nature reserve subject to sewer overflows 

and supporting little more than sewage fungus. In one case a lime-green seepage of 

cadmium continues to flow into a stream that has been promoted as a nature resource and 

is open to exploration by children and dogs.   
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Habitat Quality 

To prevent flooding major habitat modification works have been carried out, particularly 

on the River Tame.  This has often resulted in a deepened and straightened channel with a 

uniform, trapezoid cross section and a corresponding reduction in habitat quality.  This is 

offset to a degree by the creation of balancing lakes to take flood waters which have 

proved to be valuable wildlife habitats, particularly for birds.   

 

In the last ten years, there have been localised moves to improve habitat quality through 

the restoration of natural river channel features, for example Project Kingfisher on the 

River Cole - a collaboration between authorities and voluntary groups to enhance an 

11km section of the linear open space.  The restoration works involved the removal in 

1995 of the Yardley Brook from a 100m length of concrete channel and allowing the 

water to follow a more natural course.  This was such a success that a concrete section of 

the River Cole was removed in 1996/7.  

 

A major international project – SMURF (Sustainable Management of Urban Rivers and 

Floodplains) supported financially by the EU LIFE-Environment programme, was based 

in Birmingham.  The selection of part of the River Tame in Perry Hall Playing Fields as a 

demonstration site involved the creation of a meander, widening part of the river channel, 

making a shallower slope, creation of a wildflower meadow, tree planting and 

involvement of the local community in the process.  At Sandwell Valley, the uniform 

gabion protected banks had become unstable and these were removed allowing the 

natural deposition and erosion process to proceed albeit along a small (40m) stretch of the 

River.  This has already created steep river cliffs that could prove attractive nesting sites 

for Kingfisher. 

 

 
 
Local interest 
The opening of river valleys to recreational use and associated encouragement of natural 

habitat has happened throughout Birmingham and the Black Country, including Project 

Kingfisher on the River Cole, and walkways along the River Rea, River Tame and River 

Stour as well as numerous tributaries. 

 
The River Rea is one example. Also known as the ‘mother of Birmingham’ this small 

river once supported a succession of mills along its 24 km length.  In the early 1980s 

residential development occurred on the last farm in the area, Wychall Farm in Kings 

Norton, on the floodplain of the River – resulting in the loss of wet marshland and 

associated Snipe and other wetland flora and fauna.  Engineering works had been the 

focus of river management with the aim of preventing flooding.  However the River 

continued to be used by wildlife with Kingfisher nesting at Kings Norton.   
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The River Rea then acquired a pathway for much of its length; trees were planted and a 

linear walking and cycling route was developed.  More recently, a Ranger was employed 

to facilitate the coexistence of wildlife and people, and a River Rea Heritage Trail has 

been produced following the River from its source in the Waseley Hills to Cannon Hill 

Park, 12km downstream.  There have even been discussions about opening the River Rea 

on its path through the centre of Birmingham. 
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4.5  Waterbodies 
 

 

There are 673 pools in Birmingham & Black Country (Biodiversity Action Plan for 

Birmingham & the Black Country, 2000). They vary from large reservoirs to small farm 

pools and their quality in terms of habitat and water source also varies.  Although a 

valuable habitat in their own right, the biodiversity of the waterbody is inextricably 

linked to the surrounding habitat, particularly with regard to amphibians.  Apart from 

destruction through development, pools in Birmingham and the Black Country have been 

subject to a number of factors that reduce their natural value: eutrophication and other 

kinds of pollution, loss through siltation and succession and the spread of exotic plant 

species, a particular problem in still water bodies.  Despite the loss of waterbodies over 

the years, they often do not receive the protection that would result from nature 

conservation designation, unless they form part of a larger site.  This may be partly the 

result of their often small size and partly a lack of information about their quality. 

 

 

Loss of Habitat 

 

An assessment of the losses and gains in waterbodies in two districts, Wolverhampton 

and Walsall, over a period of around 20 years was carried out (Table 4.9). The survey had 

certain constraints such that although the initial survey included all waterbodies, these 

were identified on aerial photographs and therefore some may have been missed. This 

was compared with the ponds marked on 2001 Ordnance Survey Maps which have been 

subject to varying degrees of on the ground confirmation.   

 

In Walsall, it was found that there were 224 waterbodies present in 1967-1982 (covering 

an area of 64.1ha).  Of these, 89 (22.21ha) had gone by 2001.  This is a loss of nearly 

40% of waterbodies and 34% in terms of area.  This was offset by the creation of 53 new 

waterbodies by 2001 (12.45 ha).  There is however a net loss of 36 waterbodies and 

9.76ha over this period of time, representing a net loss of area of 15.2%. 

 

The situation is even worse in Wolverhampton which has seen a 56.85% net loss in the 

number of waterbodies which equates to a 71.1% loss of area. 
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Table 4.9: A comparison of waterbodies in Walsall and Wolverhampton between 1967 

and 2001* 

 
 Walsall Wolverhampton 

1967-1982 Number of waterbodies (ha) 

 

224 (64.10) 88 (20.38) 

Waterbodies still in existence in 2001 

 

135 (41.89) 43 (12.66) 

New Waterbodies created by 2001 

 

53 (12.45) 7 (1.84) 

Net Change no of waterbodies between 

1967/82 and 2001 

 

16.1% loss 56.8% loss 

Net Change in area of waterbodies 

between 1967/82 and 2001 

 

15.2% loss 71.1% loss 

*Comparison between waterbodies identified in 1982 survey and those recorded on 2001 OS map 

 

 

A pond loss survey carried out by the Pensnett Wildlife Group in an 8km square area 

around Fens Pools, found that of 37 ponds present in 1961, 13 were lost by 1990, 

representing a 35 % loss (R. Buckland, pers.comm.).  Of these, eight were lost to 

development, two to mineral extraction and three through natural succession.  In the Fens 

Pools area at least these losses have been compensated for to a degree by the excavation 

of 20 new ponds. 

 

These losses are a crude measure of biodiversity in that they give no indication of habitat 

quality.  Nevertheless the figures are an indication of the major reduction in the overall 

resource that has occurred over the last 30 years. 

 

 

 

Habitat Quality 

With such variation in waterbodies and no summary information available, it is difficult 

to generalise about habitat quality let alone provide hard evidence of changes.  From an 

anecdotal point of view, the perennial problem of eutrophication in park pools continues, 

with public feeding of waterfowl contributing to this.  Given the often poor quality of 

feeder streams, the biodiversity of many pools can only ever reach a mediocre plateau.  

However there are some pools, often the result of historic extraction, that are particularly 

rich wildlife habitats e.g. Park Lime Pits in Walsall, Little Bracebridge Pool in Sutton 

Park, Poplar Avenue Pond in Walsall. 

 

 

 

Changes in Flora and Fauna 

One of the clearest changes in biodiversity associated with still waterbodies, including 

canals has been the spread of aggressive exotic plants.  Canadian Pondweed Elodea 

canadensis was cause for concern in many waterbodies 30 years ago, however its 

aggressive spread appears to have declined, and in many waterbodies it forms part of the 

submerged aquatic vegetation with other species.  A more recent  introduction that has 
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been of concern nationally is New Zealand Stonecrop Crassula helmsii.  This plant grows 

within and out of the water, stays green through the winter and forms a dense mat, often 

outcompeting all other water plants.  A floating leaved plant, the tiny Water-fern Azolla 

filiculoides, can spread to form a dense mat over water, blocking the transmission of 

light.  At Plants Brook Reservoirs, the problem was tackled with booms operated from 

boats.  This species is however susceptible to low temperatures and can disappear from a 

site in a cold winter.  Less susceptible is the most recent cause for concern – Floating 

Pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides.  It is sold in nurseries and often mislabelled as 

Marsh Pennywort which is the English name of the native Hydrocotyle vulgaris.  As with 

New Zealand Stonecrop, this plant can compete with emergent and submerged species. 

 

Another floating leaved plant, Least Duckweed Lemna minuta, now forms a thick mat on 

some canals and pools, preventing the establishment of submerged vegetation.  At 

Moseley Bog Pool, for example, the invertebrate diversity has suffered as a result.  

Regular physical removal does not appear to be having any impact.  Since 2001, British 

Waterways have introduced herbicide spraying on canals that are infested and are 

considering using a new machine to remove floating invasive weed.  The use of an 

introduced herbivore, the Azolla Weevil was considered.  However the Weevils require 

the constant presence of Azolla and would not be able to survive a winter when the host 

plant disappears (P. Wilkinson). 

 

New invertebrate species have also become established, however their impact on the 

native fauna is not clear.  The Zebra Mussel Dreissena polymorpha, of concern because 

of its habit of blocking water pipes, has existed for some time in the area, being found at 

Park Lime Pits in Walsall, Fens Pools in Dudley and in some canals.  Another small snail 

from America, the Trumpet Ram’s-horn Menetus dilatatus has been found in a number of 

canals.  The introduced Flatworm Dugesia tigrina may be impacting the native flatworm 

population as it is often found in large numbers in pools that lack the expected native 

Flatworms.  Another introduction, the Signal Crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus, 

outcompetes the native White-clawed Crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes and is not 

susceptible to the Crayfish plague that has decimated native crayfish populations 

nationally.  There are still areas within Birmingham and the Black Country that support 

healthy populations of White-clawed Crayfish e.g. Park Lime Pits, Plants Brook 

Reservoirs and a number of canals. 

 

 

Fishing: A threat to biodiversity? 
Fishing, once cited as the most popular participation sport, appears to have declined in 

recent years and has also changed in nature.  There is a trend in coarse fisheries where the 

most prized catches are enormous carp.  Carp, being bottom feeders stir up silt and the 

input of nutrients from groundbait can contribute to eutrophication, as can overstocking. 

 

Add to this the desire of some anglers to dispense with submerged and emergent 

vegetation that may interfere with lines, and the removal of bankside trees to ensure a 

clear casting space, and the impression is given that wildlife and angling cannot coexist.  

However the Environment Agency have produced a code of practice for anglers and 

conservation, lead weights are no longer used and the presence of anglers sometimes 

ensures the retention of a waterbody that would otherwise be developed. 
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Garden ponds 
It has become established nationally that garden ponds provide a stronghold for Common 

Newts and Common Frogs.  The Wildlife Trust has undertaken two surveys relating to 

garden ponds, and another initiated by Birmingham City Council is in progress in 2005.  

A biodiversity action plan has been written for garden ponds and no self-respecting 

wildlife gardener would be without their own pond. 
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4.6  Grassland 
 

 

Gaining an idea of changes to the extent of grassland types in Birmingham and the Black 

Country has been difficult as the basic survey in 1982/3 was based upon aerial 

photography and is therefore likely to be an underestimate of all but improved grassland.  

Table 4.10 is an indication of the priority grassland types as identified by the BBCBAP. 

 

 

Table 4.10:  Grassland in Birmingham and the Black Country (from BBC BAP, 2000) 

 

Wet grassland* 671 ha (1990) 

Lowland neutral grassland 4,018 ha 

Lowland Dry Acid Grassland 560 ha (1990) 
* Source: Black Country Nature Conservation Strategy, 1997, so excludes Birmingham 

 

 

A major research project carried out in 2003 of grasslands in Birmingham and the Black 

Country provided an audit of the grassland resource, addressed issues relating to 

management and provided examples of best practice (Ault and Woulds, 2003). 

 

There were about 13,024ha of grassland in Birmingham and the Black Country in 1982/3, 

20% of the total area.  This included improved grassland but not amenity grassland (road 

verges, school playing fields etc.) although the dividing line between the two is not 

always clear.  Table 4.11 shows the grassland type in each district.  Improved grassland is 

the dominant type but there are extensive areas of neutral semi-improved grassland 

throughout the conurbation.  It must be noted that this was information taken from 1982/3 

survey based upon aerial photographs, the amount of grassland of the rarer types – acid, 

marshy and calcareous was probably an underestimate. 

 

Of the grassland habitats within the area, nature conservation designation has been 

applied to virtually all of the acidic and calcareous grassland but only 78% of the wet 

grassland.   
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Table 4.11: Area of each grassland type in each district in 1982/3 (hectares) 

 
 Grassland types 

Region Neutral   

semi-

improved 

Improved 

grassland 

Acid 

grassland* 

Acid 

heath 

Marshy 

grassland 

Calcareous 

grassland 

Birmingham 1244 3478 59.7 68 30  

Wolverhampton 351 932 3.5    

Walsall 1056 1412 193 25 55  

Sandwell 602 1191 80.8  3  

Dudley 785 1217 222.6  4 11 

Totals  4039 8230 559.6 93 91 11 

Data compiled by Grassland Project in 2002. from 1982/3 survey.  However the figures are likely to be an underestimate category 

* Acid grassland figures taken from Phase 1 habitat survey by EcoRecord 

 

 

 

Grassland loss through built development 

Of all nature conservation habitats, grassland is the most at risk from development and 

succession. 

 

The areas of known grassland in 1982/3 were compared with a Landline Map (1997-

2001) and an estimate of the losses to built development were made (Table 4.12).  It was 

found that 1,044ha of grassland in the region have been lost to development, representing 

8.4% of the total.  Birmingham having the largest initial area of grassland also showed 

the largest losses by area, however Wolverhampton lost the largest proportion – 17% of 

the total.   

 

 

Table 4.12:  Area (ha) and proportion (%) of grassland lost to built development between 

1982/3 and 1997/2001 

 
Authority Total area of grassland developed % of total grassland 

Birmingham 322.15 6.64 

Dudley 224.51 11.14 

Sandwell 102.46 5.7 

Walsall 176.1 6.89 

Wolverhampton 219.4 17.1 

TOTAL 1044.62  
Data compiled by Grassland Project in 2002. 

 

 

 

Grassland loss through planting and succession 

To investigate the loss of grassland through scrub encroachment, the Grassland Project 

focussed on changes to a linear area of land around the River Cole in Birmingham,  

Project Kingfisher, between 1982/3 and 2003.  In this time, the area of scrub had 

increased from 1.9ha to 8.2ha with a corresponding decrease in the amount of grassland. 
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Another example of grassland loss within open areas is provided within the Sandwell 

Valley.  A survey of aerial photographs from 1977 and 2004 for a sample area (480.8ha) 

of the Sandwell Valley on the eastern side of the M5, showed an increase in the cover of 

wood/scrub from 40.5ha in 1977 to 107.7ha in 2004.  In both Project Kingfisher and the 

Sandwell Valley, this change could have been due to natural succession and to 

treeplanting but in both cases this has probably been at the cost of grassland habitat.  At 

Project Kingfisher the process of succession on grassland continues through limited 

management on grassland areas.  The extent to which this is a positive decision to leave 

long grass for overwintering invertebrates or a decision based upon the difficulties of 

mowing and clearing cuttings, is difficult to know.  

 

 

Grassland management 
Management to maintain or increase grassland diversity generally involves cutting and 

removal of material, or grazing, or a combination of both.  Fig. 4.13 gives the area of 

grassland managed in this way and by regular amenity mowing (figures for 

Wolverhampton were not available at the time of the Grassland Project).  Although the 

information is by no means complete, due to the difficulties in obtaining information, it 

shows that all districts practice some form of grassland management that can enhance 

biodiversity. 

 

 

Table 4.13:  Areas (ha) showing differing grassland management regimes – 2002 

 
Local Authority 

 

Amenity cut Conservation Cut Hay cut Grazed Unmanaged 

Birmingham 

 

2703.89 158.86 54.98 482.62 unknown 

Dudley 

 

898.61 11.07 13.61 62.15 24.45 

Sandwell 

 

753.2 33.22 52.65 74.52 16.2 

Walsall 

 

582.33 1 10 35.11 unknown 

Wolverhampton 

 

549 unknown unknown unknown unknown 

Data compiled by Grassland Project in 2002. 

 

 

Where grazing is an option for grassland management, there are numerous examples of 

successful projects, e.g. Sutton Park, Sandwell Valley, Saltwells LNR and Northycote 

Farm. Traditional tethered horse grazing on every bit of waste land in the Black Country 

is not encouraged by council policies. 

 

Improved grassland can be made more diverse botanically through the hay-strewing 

method which takes hay from diverse seminatural meadows and scatters it on receptor 

grassland, ideally on the same day.  This has been done in Clayhanger, Walsall; Bumble 

Hole, Dudley; Sandwell Valley, Sandwell and 19 sites within Wolverhampton.  The 

success of the hay-strewn sites in Wolverhampton has been monitored since they were 

created from 1983 onwards (Ian Trueman, Pers.comm.).  In terms of species 

establishment, these have generally been successful with the appearance of Twayblade, 
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Bee Orchid, Green-winged Orchid, Pyramidal Orchid and Yellow-rattle.  There is an 

ongoing problem with management however, as contractors may change and the 

subtleties of mowing at a particular time of year or removing cuttings from the site are a 

challenge for some contractors (I.Trueman, P. Millet pers.comm.)  
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4.7  Woodland 
 

 

In 1982/3, the West Midlands County Council survey of all habitats over half a hectare 

found 422 woodland sites covering an area of 994.61 hectares (Table 4.14). 

 

 

 

Table 4.14: Total Woodland in 1982/3 

 Number of 

sites 

Area (Ha) 

   

Birmingham 173 480.7 

Dudley 83 225 

Sandwell 50 61.6 

Walsall 77 163.9 

Wolverhampton 39 63.4 

Total 422 994.61 
Source: EcoRecord 

 

 

The Forestry Commission’s 2002 National Inventory of Woodland and Trees 

found 311 woods over two hectares in 1997 in the West Midlands County. 

 
A proportion of the woodland is ancient i.e. land that has had continuous woodland cover 

since at least 1600AD and may be ‘Ancient Semi-natural Woodland’ that has retained the 

unplanted native tree and shrub cover, or ‘Ancient Replanted Woodland’, where the 

original native tree cover has been felled and replaced by planting (English Nature).  

English Nature have produced an Ancient Woodland Inventory, recording those Ancient 

Woodland Sites that were over two hectares on the 1920s base map.  Table 4.15 is an 

indication of the ancient woodland resource in Birmingham and the Black Country.   

 

The Birmingham and the Black Country Biodiversity Action Plan states that the area has 

301ha of ancient woodland out of a total woodland area of 1,429ha.  The number of 

ancient woodland sites in Birmingham and the Black Country was assessed as 79 in 1999. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.15: Ancient Woodland in Birmingham and the Black Country by area (ha)  
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District 

Ancient and 

semi-natural 
woodland 

Plantation on 

ancient 
woodland sites TOTAL 

Birmingham (1989 source - 
BAP)   158.45 
Dudley 54.357       0 54.357 
Sandwell 16.778 3.205 19.983 
Walsall 52.467 1.637 54.104 

Wolverhampton 12.911 1.19 14.101 
    

Total   
301(1989 source - 

BAP) 
Forestry Commission data and Biodiversity Action Plan for Birmingham and the Black Country 

 

 

The above figures are an underestimate of the area of ancient woodland as sites that were 

under two hectares on the 1920s map were excluded (although if the site has contracted to 

less than two hectares since then, it is still included.  Some plants have poor powers of 

dispersal and can be considered as indicators of ancient woodland.  A search on 

EcoRecord found 30 sites that contained both Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa and 

Wood Millett Milium effusum.  Thirty-seven sites were found to contain another ancient 

woodland indicator Wood Horsetail Equisetum sylvaticum (Table 4.16).   This method 

could be used to map coincidences of a range of species with habitats to ensure that all 

woodland of value is recorded. 

 

 

Table 4.16: Number of sites in Birmingham and the Black Country supporting key 

indicator species 

 Number of sites 

Wood Horsetail 37 

Wood Anemone and Wood Millet 30 

Remote Sedge 48 (excluding canals) 
Source: EcoRecord 

 

 

Wet woodland 

Wet woodland, characterised by Willows and Alder, is a declining habitat nationally. The 

area of wet woodland in Birmingham and the Black Country is not known.  Much wet 

woodland occurs within river and stream valleys and may occupy a relatively small area 

of land, possibly resulting in the omission from surveys based upon aerial photographs 

plotting habitat patches over a particular size. 

 

The national inventory of woodland and trees carried out a sample of 1% of 1km squares 

in 1997 in the West Midlands County (Forestry Commission, 2002).  Outside woodland 

areas, 154,000 willow trees were found as part of ‘narrow linear features’ and 20,000 as 

part of ‘tree groups’.  This gives some indication of the prevalence of wet woodland.  A 

herbaceous indicator of wet woodland, Remote Sedge Carex remota, was found at 48 

sites within Birmingham and the Black Country (excluding canals). 
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Protection 

The BBCBAP records the following woodland sites that are designated.  Some of the 

woodland areas may have more than one designation (Table 4.17).  

 

 

Table 4.17:  Areas of woodland with site designations 

 
National Nature Reserves 306.2 ha 
Local Nature Reserves 84.3 ha 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 345.1 ha 
Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation 342.4 ha 

Sites of Local Importance for Nature Conservation 169.6 ha 

Source: BBCBAP 

 

 

 

Changes 

The National Inventory of Woodland and Trees compared the coverage of woodland 

areas over two hectares between 1980 and 1997 (Forestry Commission, 2002).  In the 

West Midlands County there was an increase in woodland cover by 800ha, from 2% to 

3% by land cover. 

 

To gain an idea of the changes in woodland and scrub cover over the last 30 years, 

Walsall and Sandwell were chosen for pilot investigations into changes in woodland 

cover (Table 4.18). 

 

In Walsall, this involved the comparison of woodland and scrub areas in 1982/3 

(EcoRecord) and aerial photographs taken in 2001.  In part of the Sandwell Valley, aerial 

photographs from 1977 and 2004 were compared.  In both cases, The area of woodland 

and scrub had approximately doubled in 20 years.  In Walsall, 5.39ha of woodland 

present in 1982/3 had been lost by 2001.  To a large extent, the increase in 

woodland/scrub cover is due to the extensive planting that has been carried out.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.18: Changes in Woodland/scrub cover between 1977 and 2004 in Walsall and 

part of Sandwell 
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District Area of survey Area of woodland/scrub 

1977-1982/3 (ha) 

Area of woodland/scrub 

2001/4 (ha) 

 
Walsall 

 
Walsall district 

 
163.9 (1982/3) 

 

 
307.86 (2001) 

 
Sandwell 

 
Part of Sandwell Valley 

(480.8 ha to east of M5 
motorway)  
 

 
40.5 (1977) 

 
107.7 (2004) 

• In 1982, areas under 0.5 ha were not included in the survey. 

• There has been succession of scrub habitats in the intervening 19 years. 

• There has been a great deal of planting – Black Country Urban Forest and areas adjacent to roads. 

• Photo interpretation may be over inclusive as dense scrub and woodland are difficult to distinguish  
The 1982 estimate of woodland involved ground sampling, the 1977, 2001 and 2004 photo interpretation did not involve any 
ground sampling 

 

 

The Black Country Urban Forest was a major initiative involving the National Urban 

Forestry Unit as the lead partner, Groundwork Black Country, BTCV, WTBBC and the 

four Black Country local authorities: Dudley MBC, Sandwell MBC, Walsall MBC and 

Wolverhampton City Council.  Over a period of six years, between 1995 and 2001, more 

than £8M was devoted to the management and planting of trees and woodland, half from 

the Millenium Commission and half from a variety of sources but primarily the Forestry 

Commission.  Three major projects involved the management of existing woodland, the 

management and planting of street trees and the creation of woodland on a range of 

unwooded sites.  In all, 629 sites were planted with a variety of native broad-leaved 

species, covering an area of about 360 ha.  In addition about 360ha of existing woodland 

received appropriate management e.g. coppicing and thinning (P. Stephenson). Planting 

schemes were varied and as well as native species planting included the creation of fruit 

and nut gardens, willow domes in schools and involvement of the public, in particular 

young people, in many of the schemes.  This is probably the most ambitious urban 

forestry project ever undertaken in the UK and the work will be taken forward as part of 

the proposed Black Country Urban Park. 

 

In the last 30 years there have been numerous other initiatives involving the 

encouragement of wooded cover e.g. the West Midlands County Council planting scheme 

along roads in the 1980s. 

 

The resource of trees as part of the urban framework, even if they are not on nature sites, 

cannot be underestimated.  A recent survey of trees in Birmingham found 172,288 trees 

along the highways and on council land.  This figure does not include the trees in parks 

which probably number more than two million, or on private land.  An extensive variety 

of trees have been planted – 186 species.  The most common species along highways 

were found to be Hybrid Lime, Silver Birch, Rowan, Pedunculate Oak, Norway Maple, 

Common Ash, Common Hawthorn and Sycamore (Birmingham City Council).  

Birmingham City Council have a policy of tree replacement along highways but not in 

other areas e.g. parks. 

 

 

 

 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       127 

An URGENT project (see Appendix 5) investigated the pollution reduction value of trees 

and incorporated an assessment of tree cover in the West Midlands ‘Urban Tree Planting 

as an Aid to Air Pollution Abatement: Cost-Effective Analysis of the West Midlands 

Case’  (Hewitt, N.) 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       128 

 

5  SPECIES – 30 years of changes 
 

 

5.1  Introduction 
 

 

 

To gain an impression of species’ changes between 1975 and 2005, the following issues 

were investigated.  Firstly, a look at the amount of recording and monitoring – the basis 

for any understanding of biodiversity changes.  Secondly, the twelve species given 

distribution maps in The Endless Village were revisited and current distribution maps 

were generated from information in EcoRecord.  Thirdly, experts in different fields were 

consulted and their findings, which range from the anecdotal to the quantifiable, are 

reported.  It must be pointed out that the information is not uniform and there are many 

gaps in our knowledge. Increases in abundance, the appearance of new species and a 

spread of distribution are often clear in those species that are subject to recording.  Harder 

to assess, is a decline in abundance or loss from a particular area. 

 

The Birmingham and the Black Country Biodiversity Action Plan, part of a national 

project to prioritise conservation effort, has Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) for 

a number of species which are given in the relevant section. 
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5.2  Recording 
 

 
There has been a great increase in the recording of plants and animals since 1975.   

EcoRecord, the Ecological Database for Birmingham and the Black Country, was set up 

in 1991.  Funding is provided by English Nature, Birmingham City Council, Dudley 

MBC, Sandwell MBC, Walsall MBC and Wolverhampton City Council. It is operated by 

the Wildlife Trust and JDT Mott Macdonald. In June 2005 EcoRecord had records on 

more than 8,000 sites and around 400,000 species records with contributions from nearly 

600 people and organizations.  Records dating back to the 1930s have been painstakingly 

entered onto the database with much of this work being done by volunteers.  As well as 

this database, specialist groups, for example the West Midlands Bird Club and Butterfly 

Conservation, collate their own database.  A major and pertinent omission on EcoRecord 

is the vast amount of information collected by Bunny Teagle during the production of 

The Endless Village.  These records are now in the process of being collated and are 

awaiting data entry. 

 

Records come from a variety of sources – individuals with ad hoc sightings, individual 

recorders with a specialist interest, local groups with an interest in their local patch, 

surveys of sites of nature conservation interest, and consultancies with an interest in 

sharing information.  A recent project, ‘Windows on Wildlife’, run by the Wildlife Trust 

was aimed at increasing the amount of wildlife recording in the area and ran training 

events and between 2004 and 2005 distributed 20,000 survey kits and generated over 

3,000 new records of birds, amphibians, butterflies and mammals.  

 

In spite of the vast number of records, very few show regular recording in one area over 

an extended period of time.  Those exceptions e.g. butterfly transects and moth records 

from a particular site, provide valuable information on changes over time to complement 

the ‘snapshot’ information.  An example of records being kept from a single location over 

a period of time are the moth and butterfly records of Les Evans recorded from two 

gardens for more than 40 years. 

 

Some groups are regularly recorded, e.g. butterflies and birds, whereas others are 

virtually ignored, sometimes due to difficulties in identification, lack of interest or rarity 

of encounters.  Major recording projects include The Birmingham and Black Country 

Flora project which has resulted in an explosion of flora records on a one kilometer 

square basis since its inception in 1996.  The Birmingham and The Black Country 

Breeding Bird Survey carried out by the West Midland Bird Club has gathered 7,400 

records between 1998 and 2002. Other initiatives over the last 25 years have highlighted 

particular groups, e.g. foxes, bumblebees and pondlife, and have resulted in an influx of 

information to EcoRecord. 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country ran a Wildlife Information 

Service between 1993 and 2003, when members of the public where able to phone in 

with their wildlife queries and records.  Seven thousand nine hundred and fifty  

phonecalls were received during this 10 year period.  Table 5.1 gives a breakdown of the 

subject of the queries during a period of this time.  It can be seen that a high proportion of 
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calls have come from people with concern about ‘undesirable’ species e.g. Grey Squirrels 

and Wasps.  The Wildlife Trust was able to provide a balanced view, e.g. a wasp nest in 

the garden may result in fewer aphids, as well as sending a range of information leaflets. 

 

 

Table 5.1:  Subject of phonecalls to the Wildlife Information Service Oct. 1993 – July 

1995 

  

Categories Number of Phonecalls 
  
Amphibians 115 

Foxes 430 

Squirrels 305 

Hedgehogs  41 

Rats    4 

Birds 246 

Bees/wasps 517 

Other Invertebrates   16 

Bats   39 

Badgers   20 
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5.3  Species from ‘The Endless Village’ 
 

The following species were given distribution maps in ‘The Endless Village’.  Their 

current distribution is considered (information from EcoRecord).  The surveys carried out 

as part of the Birmingham and Black Country Flora Project have greatly increased our 

knowledge of plant distribution in the area. 

 

 

Heather      Calluna vulgaris                                                      
 

 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 

squares (out of 
718) 

 

18 

 

 

81 

 

 

Number of 

records 

  

275 

 

 
Heather is found in ‘heaths, moors rocky places bogs and open woodland, mainly on sandy or 

peaty soil; abundant in suitable places ’(Stace, 1997).  In 1975, distribution was centred in Sutton 

Park but since then further sites have been found in Birmingham, several in Walsall, Dudley and 
Sandwell and a single site in Wolverhampton. This is probably due to recorder effort.  (For 

information about heathland restoration – refer to Chapter 3 –  Habitats – Heathland). 

 

 

Ivy-leaved Toadflax  Cymbalaria muralis 

 
 

 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 

squares (out of 

718) 

 

4 

 

56 

Number of 

records 

 

      80 

 

 

 
Ivy-leaved toadflax is an introduced plant ‘Well naturalized on walls, pavements, rocky or stony 
banks... ’(Stace, 1997).  In 1975 only four locations were found but the species, whilst not 

common in the area, is nevertheless fairly widely distributed – further records are being added 

probably as a result of greater recorder effort due to the Birmingham and Black Country Flora 
Project. 

 

 

 

Distribution 2005 

Distribution 2005 
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Rosebay Willowherb  Chamerion angustifolium 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 
squares (out of 

718) 

 

182 

 

609 

Number of 

records 

 

 3457 

 
 

 

 
Rosebay Willowherb is found on ‘waste ground, woodland-

clearings, embankments, rocky places and screes on mountains; throughout the British Isles and is 

often abundant ’(Stace, 1997).  As in 1975, this species is abundant and has been recorded from 

the vast majority of the 1km squares in the area, with the only major change being that of it’s 
name – it was formerly known as Epilobium angustifolium. 

 

 

 

Wormwood     Artemesia absinthium 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 

squares (out of 

718) 

 

132 

 

371 

Number of 

records 

 

 1407 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Wormwood is found on ‘ rough ground, waste places, waysides.. frequent in England..’(Stace, 
1997).  As in 1975, where this species was found on 60% of the closely examined sites, records 

show Wormwood to be widely distributed throughout the region, in particular, the Black Country.  

Bunny Teagle mentions the Wormwood moth Cucullia absinthii (taken from light traps on the 
roof of the Birmingham Museum), which spread from coastal districts to the Midlands in the mid 

to late 1940s).  This moth is still rare in the area with only 20 records. 

 

 

Distribution 2005 

Distribution 2005 
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Wild Parsnip  Pastinaca sativa 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 
squares (out of 

718) 

 

1 

 

30 

Number of 

records 

 

 41 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Wild Parsnip is common in the SE of England and very local elsewhere.  It  is found on 

‘grassland, roadsides, rough ground, especially on chalk and limestone....’(Stace, 1997).   

In 1975, a single record of Wild Parsnip was found from colliery waste at Gospel Oak, Sandwell.  

Records show it still to be a rare plant throughout the area. 

 

 

 

 

Hare’s-tail Cotton Grass  Eriophorum vaginatum 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 

squares (out of 

718) 

 

10 

 

11 

Number of 

records 

 

 14 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Hare’s-tail Cotton Grass is found in ‘wet peaty places, especially on moorland bogs’(Stace, 
1997).  As in 1975, distribution is centred in Sutton Park with two further records in 

Wolverhampton and Chasewater.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 2005 

Distribution 2005 
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Great Burnet  Sanguisorba officinalis 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 
squares (out of 

718) 

 

12 

 

108 

Number of 

records 

 

 219 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Great burnet is found on ‘damp, unimproved grassland; locally frequent..’(Stace, 1997).   

In 1975 Bunny Teagle recorded Great  Burnet from Merecroft in King’s Norton damp meadow 

area.  This meadow is grazed and now forms part of the King’s Norton Nature Reserve, however 
many of the damp meadow species have gone, due to changes in the hydrological regime. 

 

 
 

 

 

Pill Millipede   Glomeris marginata 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 

squares (out of 

718) 

 

4 

 

2 

Number of 

records 

 

 2 

 

 

 
 

 

Pill millipede is one of the few species to have fewer records in EcoRecord than were recorded by 

Bunny Teagle.  This species is still very rare, generally preferring limestone areas (found at 
Castle Hill, Dudley).  However the paucity of records is likely to be due to the fact that few 

people are surveying for millipedes. 

 

 

 

Distribution 2005 

Distribution 2005 
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Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 
squares (out of 

718) 

 

103 

 

143 

Number of 

records 

 

 361 

 

 

 
 

 

Feral Pigeons are often ignored by birdwatchers, indeed there were no published records for 11 of 
the 25 years covered by ‘The New Birds of the West Midlands’ (Harrison and Harrison, 2005). 

They tend to be found in areas where there is a supply of food as a result of deliberate feeding or 

abandoned take-aways etc.  Birmingham City has dealt with the problem of pigeons fouling and 

nesting on the buildings in the city centre through the use of netting and other physical deterrents, 
measures that have largely been successful (J. Shields, pers. comm.). 

 

 

 

Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 

squares (out of 

718) 

 

105 

 

377 

Number of 
records 

 

 1419 

 

 

 
 
 

Described as ‘perhaps the commonest nesting bird in Britain’ by Bunny Teagle and still very 

common, finding many suitable nesting sites in gardens.  Wrens continue to be successful 

whereas many garden birds common 30 years ago, have now declined.  One reason for this may 
be that Wrens utilize nest sites that are often free from predation from magpies and cats.   The 

‘New Birds of the West Midlands’ (2005) found that the Wren was possibly the region’s most 

numerous bird, with a pair even nesting in one of the hanging baskets in Birmingham, despite 
regular watering. 

 

 

Distribution 2005 

Distribution 2005 
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Magpie  Pica pica 

 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 

squares (out of 
718) 

 

130 

 

406 

Number of 

records 

 

 1893 

 

 

 
Common 30 years ago and now even more common in the urban area, with numbers being 

controlled in many rural areas around Birmingham and the Black Country.  The size of winter 

roosts has broadly doubled during 1979-2001 (Harrison and Harrison, 2005).  The Magpie has 
been cited as the cause of songbird decline through nest predation.  The Magpie is indeed a 

predator of songbirds’ eggs and nestlings although one study found that its increasing population 

has apparently not affected songbird breeding success (Gooch et al. 1991, cited in Harrison and 

Harrison, 2005).  Indeed the flexible diet of this species, with newts, waste food, carrion, Water 
Snails and even milk being sampled by some individuals, is probably a major reason for its 

success. 

 

 

Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus 

 
 
 1975 2005 
 

Number of 1 km 

squares (out of 

718) 

 

15 

 

39 

Number of 

records 

 

 173 

 

 

 
A fairly common resident and winter visitor Great Crested Grebe have been recorded from 43 

Pools (Recorder).  In 2002, breeding pairs were reported from 11 waterbodies in the Birmingham 
and Black Country area (West Midlands Bird Club Annual Report No. 69, 2004).  It is likely that 

the population in Birmingham and the Black Country has increased in the last 30 years.  During 

the 1975 9-month bird census of Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham, Great Crested Grebe were not 

present.  In 2005, they were established as a breeding species.  In Edgbaston Reservoir, attempts 
to nest had been hampered by the annual drawdown of the watersupply for the canal network.  To 

enable successful nesting, in recent years, British Waterways have been able to delay abstraction. 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 2005 

Distribution 2005 
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5.4  Species changes - general 
 

 

PLANTS 

 

 

Associations with sites 

Habitats that have declined over the period as a result of succession, development or 

changes in management, e.g. wetland, grassland, coal spoil and blast furnace spoil, have 

associated species that are less frequent.  For example, Smestow Valley Local Nature 

Reserve (Valley Park) in Wolverhampton, a linear site based upon a disused railway line, 

had bare areas with Silver Hair-grass Aira caryophyllacea and Sticky Groundsel Senecio 

viscosus (also mentioned in The Endless Village).  With succession to a largely wooded 

habitat, these species have gone (I. Trueman, 2005). 

 

 

Pest species 

The last 30 years has seen an increase in a number of plants that can be described as 

‘pest’ species due to their robust habit and high competitive advantage.  Many are 

associated with wetlands and have originated from gardens or the aquarium trade, e.g. 

Floating Pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides, Himalayan Balsam Impatiens 

glandulifera, New Zealand Stonecrop Crassula helmsii, Least Duckweed Lemna minuta 

and Water Fern Azolla filiculoides. 

Of major cause for concern due to its dominant growth form and continued spread is 

Japanese Knotweed Reynoutria japonica.  This now occurs in nearly 60% of the area 

(based on one km squares).  The perennial rhizomes can extend for 7m from the parent 

plant and reach a depth of 3m. A piece of rhizome the size of a blackcurrant can grow 

into a new plant.  Eradication is difficult and costly and to date efforts to control this 

plant, even in designated nature areas, have been piecemeal. 

 

Wayside species 

There has been an increase in a number of wayside ‘weed’ species.  A recent example is 

Danish Scurvy-grass Cochlearia danica, finding a home adjacent to the salt-washed main 

roads where conditions are similar to the bare, coastal conditions of their origin.  

Similarly with another plant formerly confined to the coast - Buck’s-horn Plantain 

Plantago coronopus.  Bunny Teagle mentions the abundance of Oxford Ragwort Senecio 

squalidus and its successful colonisation of bare areas.  Since then there has been a great 

increase in the abundance of other species similarly finding suitable conditions in 

disturbed and wayside areas: Canadian Fleabane Conyza canadensis, Guernsey Fleabane 

Conyza sumatrensis,  Eastern Rocket Sisymbrium orientale, and Prickly Lettuce Lactuca 

serriola. 

 

A recent initiative by Plantlife, the international Wild Plant Conservation Charity 

involved nominations for people’s favourite plants to represent each county.  Foxglove 

was chosen as the emblem of Birmingham.   
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Local Biodiversity Action Plan species 

There are Local Biodiversity Action Plans for the following species/groups 

• Floating Water Plantain Luronium natans. 

• Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scriptus. 

• Orchids. 

• Vaccinium species (Bilberry V. myrtillus, Cowberry V. vitis-idaea, Cranberry V. 

oxycoccus, Crowberry Empetrum nigrum). 

 

 

INVERTEBRATES 

 

 
Invertebrate recording depends to a large extent on the activities of a few people – 

enthusiasts and experts in their field.  There may have been a decrease in the number of 

people with this specialized knowledge in the past 30 years, however with the coming of 

the internet, communications between people have flourished and national and 

international collaborations are leading to greater use of the information obtained, 

information that previously would have languished in notebooks. 

 

 

Moths 

There appears to have been a general decline in Moths caught at light traps both in terms 

of number of species and abundance (D.Grundy, pers. comm.).  Records are patchy 

however and it is often the case that species are identified but their abundance is not 

noted. Records of moths over the last 50 years in two gardens, one in Perry Barr, the 

other in Sutton Coldfield, show some evidence of a decline in species but abundance 

changes are not known (L. Evans Moth Records, Appendix 2).  An example of a species 

that has shown a dramatic decline, both locally and nationally is the Garden Tiger Moth 

Arctia caja.  The once familiar ‘woolly bear’ caterpillars that feed on a variety of native 

and garden species including privet, are now rarely recorded (D. Grundy pers. comm.) 

 

The area is however, a stronghold for some day-flying moth species that have declined in 

surrounding rural areas, e.g. Chimney Sweeper Odezia atrata, Orange Underwing 

Archiearis parthenius and Latticed Heath Semiothisa clathrata (D. Grundy pers. comm.). 

 

Footman moths have increased in abundance, for example Common Footman  

Eilema lurideola.  The caterpillars are associated with lichens, and the decrease in 

industrial emissions in the last 30 years has resulted in increased lichen growth on trees 

and buildings.   

 

A recent introduction is Blair's Shoulder-knot Lithophane leautieri.  First recorded in 

1994, the caterpillar is a generalist feeder but is particularly associated with Cypresses 

and may have been favoured by changing fashions in garden planting. 
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Butterflies 

Butterflies are the best recorded group of invertebrates and the establishment of transects 

that are regularly monitored has enabled a clear picture of trends in species over time to 

be built up.  An example is the Walsall Countryside Services (Walsall MBC) where 12 

transects covering a variety of habitat types have been monitored for 10 years (D. Haslam 

Appendix 3).   Twenty-seven species of butterfly have been recorded of which 18 are 

breeding.  There has been a decline in grassland species requiring a short sward over the 

10 years, most noticeably Common Blue, Small Heath, Small Copper and Wall Brown.  

The reason for this is not known as the larval foodplants are still abundant.  Ringlet and 

Gatekeeper, both with grass-feeding caterpillars, have shown a steady increase over this 

time.  Species feeding on Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica showed wide variation between 

years but appear to be stable. 

A research project has investigated the habitat requirements of four species, Small Heath, 

Common Blue, Dingy Skipper, and Green Hairstreak, within Birmingham and the Black 

Country thus providing valuable information for the management of habitats (Loram, 

2004).   An example is an area of new development in Walsall where bare ground 

adjacent to a railway line, has been left to colonise naturally providing suitable habitat for 

Dingy Skipper, a LBAP species (R. Southwell pers. comm.). 

Of 40 transects in the wider West Midlands Region, the one in Hawne Colliery, Dudley 

had the highest number of Common Blues and the regular recording on this site has been 

a contributing factor to its recognition as a site of wildlife importance and contributed to 

its protection from development (R. Southwell pers. comm.). 

 

 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan species 

 

• Dingy Skipper 

• Green Hairstreak 

• Wall Brown 

 

 

Flies 
Of all the Diptera, hoverflies are the best recorded group with 160 species having been 

recorded from Birmingham and the Black Country, with 128 recorded in the Sandwell 

Valley (Bloxham, 2005 Appendix 4).  One thousand and twelve records of Hoverflies 

were made in the Valley between 1970 and 2001 with the majority of the records after 

1976. 

A new species to the area is the Hornet Hoverfly Volucella inanis first recorded in 1998 

and regularly thereafter. 

 

 

Other Invertebrates 
Freshwater invertebrates have been used for more than 30 years as indicators of water 

quality, and the Environment Agency have a regular sampling programme of the River 

Tame, River Stour and some lengths of the canal network.  More recently, standard 
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methodologies have been developed that utilize the freshwater invertebrate assemblage in 

ponds as an indicator of their conservation value. 

 

Birmingham University has collaborated with other organizations to investigate 

biodiversity in urban habitat patches utilizing invertebrates, in particular beetles and 

butterflies (Appendix 5). 

 

New species are continuing to colonise the UK and Birmingham and the Black Country. 

A Tree Wasp Dolichovespula media and the Bee Wolf  Philanthus triangulum have 

recently been recorded and may well increase in future years.  Similarly, the spectacular 

Longhorn Beetle Agapanthia villosoviridescens is a species that is showing a northerly 

extension of its range. 

 

 

 

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES 

 

The situation with regard to amphibians and reptile populations has been one of a general 

decline but with localized success stories (see Appendix 6). 

 

Toads Bufo bufo have seen a population decline in the last 30 years in many areas.  There 

is evidence of recent stabilization of the population in some parts, however in South 

Birmingham, of three known breeding colonies, one has had no toad adults in 2005 

following a steady decline, and the other two have greatly reduced numbers during the 

annual breeding migration.  At Cotwall End Farm, from a population of 300 in 1991, 30 

were recorded in 2005.  At Barrow Hill in 1991 there were 265 individuals and in 2002 

there were none (P. Wilkinson, Appendix 6). Road fatalities may have contributed to this 

decline but other factors may also be involved.. 

 

 

A national decline in Great Crested Newts Triturus cristatus has resulted in a high degree 

of legislative protection.  In Birmingham and the Black Country there has been a general 

decrease in the population, with fragmentation of habitats as well as habitat loss, being a 

major problem.  EcoRecord has 115 records of Great Crested Newts in the area but the 

majority are from the Fens Pools area which is well recorded and is being actively and 

successfully managed to cater for the aquatic and terrestrial requirements of this species.  

A recent survey of historical sites of Great Crested Newt sites and locations in 

Birmingham, as well as reports from the public, confirmed their presence at only a couple 

of locations (S. Bodnar, pers.comm. 2004).  In most cases, although Great Crested Newts 

can live up to 15 years, the population may not be viable – pools have been filled in or 

are full of fish (these prey on the newt larvae) and the terrestrial habitat, where the newts 

spend the majority of their lives, is unsuitable or fragmented. 

 

Garden ponds have enabled frog and smooth newt populations to increase in the last 30 

years.  A pond survey carried out in Birmingham by the Urban Wildlife Trust in 1997 

revealed that over three-quarters of the ponds had frogs and a third supported newts. 
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There have been declines in reptile populations over the last 30 years.  Grass Snake and 

Common Lizard are very vulnerable. The Slow-worm population appears to be stable 

although there have been a few local declines. 

 

 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan species 

 

• Amphibians 

• Great Crested Newt 

 

 

 

FISH 

 
The Rivers Rea and Cole were once trout rivers but conditions are not yet favourable 

again due to intermittent pollution events and factors affecting juvenile Trout.  Large 

Rainbow Trout have been caught in the River Cole at Sarehole Mill, but although this 

indicates adequate oxygenated water and food to support this species, the Environment 

Agency release large numbers of fry into rivers and canals and some species may not 

necessarily have a self-sustaining population. Thirty years ago the River Tame supported 

no fish at all, it now has a diverse range of fish species associated with improvements in 

water quality. 

 

 

BIRDS 

 
More is known about population changes in birds than any other group, however the 

reasons for these changes are sometimes difficult to determine.  The publication in 2005 

of ‘The New Birds of the West Midlands’ provides information on the distribution of bird 

species in the wider West Midlands.  This can be compared with the ‘The Birds of the 

West Midlands’ published in 1979 as a celebration of the 50
th

 Anniversary of the West 

Midland Bird Club.  The House Sparrow is a species that has undergone major population 

changes in this time.  The 1979 publication describes the House Sparrow as ‘abundant 

and widespread’ and ‘ like most ubiquitous species, the House Sparrow tends to be 

ignored and most reports refer only to some aberrant behaviour or plumage’ (Harrison et 

al, 1982). The House Sparrow has shown a drastic decline since then.  Two other bird 

species that were abundant and often ignored at that time – the Starling and Song Thrush 

have shown a similar great decline in numbers. There has also been a decline in numbers 

of Black Redstart and Spotted Flycatcher.  Marsh Tit was always uncommon but has had 

a drastic decline.  Wood Warbler was found in Saltwells Wood and Sutton Park in the 

1980s but is no longer breeding there (T. Hextell, K. Clements, pers. comm.). 

 

Whitethroat declined in the 1980s and 1990s and are now showing an increase (K. 

Clements, pers. comm.). 

 

Some birds have shown an increase in the last 30 years: Long-tailed Tit, Goldcrest, 

Pochard, Cormorant, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Herring Gull.  There has been an 

increase in Sparrowhawk and Buzzard numbers and there is a thriving Heronry in the 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       142 

Sandwell Valley.  A pair of Herons recently bred in Salford Park near Spaghetti Junction. 

(T. Hextell, K. Clements, pers. comm.). 

 

The results of the Birmingham and The Black Country Breeding Bird Survey are due to 

be published in 2005.  Between 1998 and 2002, more than 7,400 records were gathered 

covering more than 110 species.  Buzzard, Peregrine, Water Rail and Long-eared Owl 

have bred in the area.  The most widespread species are Wood Pigeon, Wren, Dunnock, 

Robin, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Starling and House 

Sparrow (Appendix 7). 

 

In 2000 the Sandwell Valley Naturalists’ Club produced the ‘Birds of the Sandwell 

Valley’, a comprehensive record of the avifauna in the Valley.  As to be expected within 

a large area of open space with a high diversity of habitats, the bird list is impressive. 

 

For nine months in 1975 Bunny Teagle undertook a monthly bird survey of Cannon Hill 

Park.  This was repeated in 2005 with two people traversing a route of 900 metres over a 

period of 120 minutes on seven occasions through the year (Appendix 8).  In 1975 a total 

of 39 species was recorded and in 2005 there were 50 species.  One difference between 

the two surveys is the increase in abundance of Feral Pigeon (not present in 1975) and 

Canada Goose.  This may be related to the extensive bird feeding that occurs by the lakes.  

Other bird species that have increased in abundance are Magpie, Nuthatch, Lesser Black-

backed Gull, Black-headed Gull, Goldcrest and Long-tailed Tit.  Birds recorded in 1975 

and completely absent in 2005 are Starling and House Sparrow.  Although Kingfisher, 

House Martin and Marsh/Willow Tit were not recorded during the survey, they are 

known to be present within the area. The numbers of small birds noted in 2005 were 

higher than in 1975.  This may have been due to the greater area of suitable habitat 

present within the Park, including the creation of a new 2ha RSPB ‘Centenary Plantation’ 

of mixed tree and shrub species now forming a dense thicket, the encouragement of a 

linear wooded strip along the River Rea, further planting of blocks of native trees and 

shrubs, and areas of both long grassland and an erstwhile artificial cornfield to encourage 

annuals. These have all added to the natural interest of the area.  Mature trees have 

attracted Green Woodpecker and Greater Spotted Woodpecker, both not recorded in 

1975.  There has been a reduction in the numbers of Blackbird, Song Thrush and 

Dunnock (P. Evans 2005). 
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Local Biodiversity Action Plan species 
 

• Black Redstart 

• Grey Partridge 

• Kestrel 

• Little Ringed Plover 

• Skylark 

• Snipe 

• Song Thrush 

• Tree Sparrow 

 

 

 

MAMMALS 

 

Our knowledge of mammal distribution falls into two main camps - first the oft-seen 

synanthropic species – Fox, Grey Squirrel and Rats are fairly well recorded.  Others, e.g. 

mustelids, Bats, Shrew, Badger are also present but are rarely encountered.  With the 

recent establishment of a Mammal Group for Birmingham and the Black Country and the 

production of the ‘Mammal Atlas’ to provide a baseline for future recording, our 

understanding of mammal distribution will be increased.  Currently the first ever Water 

Shrew survey of the area is being planned.  A recent project encouraging recording of 

mammals, Windows on Wildlife, gave rise to 3,761 records, a selected summary of which 

is given in Table 5.2. 

 

 

Table 5.2: Windows on Wildlife records of Mammals 
 

Species 

 

Number of records March 

2004-May 2005 

Hedgehog 78 

Wood Mouse 2 

Bank Vole 1 

Field Vole 2 

Water Vole 9 
Grey Squirrel 144 

Pigmy Shrew 1 

Water Shrew 2 

Mole 10 

Fox 109 

Badger 20 

Muntjac 1 

Mink 2 

Rabbit 31 

Brown Rat 2 
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Badgers are well established in the area, occurring in almost every suburb, utilizing the 

canal and railway corridors to colonise areas. They suffer from malicious persecution 

throughout the conurbation and the loss of established setts has resulted in displaced 

individuals turning up in areas where they were previously unknown.  The displacement 

has largely occurred because of Green Belt development outside the urban area (P. Curry 

pers.com.).  There are 71 records of Badger on EcoRecord. 

 
There are 83 records of Hedgehogs on EcoRecord.  This species was once so common 

that few people bothered to make a special record of its presence.  Now anecdotal 

evidence suggests a population decline – there are fewer road casualties and fewer are 

coming into gardens.  The reasons may be many – pesticide use in gardens and an 

increase in traffic are likely to be the main culprits. 

 
There are only 110 records of the Brown Rat on EcoRecord but this species is known to 

be thriving in the area with most households being within the foraging area of a rat 

population.  The increase in Bird feeding in gardens is increasing the population of Rats 

in gardens much to the consternation of many householders.  Discarded food in the street 

as well as feeding of Birds also favours the rat population. 

 
Grey Squirrel continues to be successful in the area, as with Rats, benefiting particularly 

from the feeding of garden Birds.  Grey Squirrels have the ability to utilize a wide range 

of food sources and their numbers appear to be rising although this information is only 

anecdotal. 

 

Foxes continue to coexist with humans and sometimes thrive in the area despite 

persecution that continues to wipe out local populations, mange, which leads to mortality 

via secondary factors, and road casualties.  Twenty years ago, the Wildlife Trust 

produced the ‘Urban Fox Survey’ which highlighted the prevalence and adaptability of 

this species. 

 

In the last 5 years, sonogram bat detection has revolutionized our knowledge of the 

presence of different Bat species.  Heterodyne Bat recordings are less reliable and 

mistakes can be made with identification (S. Duke, pers.comm.).  The apparent decline in 

moth abundance would have an influence on the presence of Bats and there is national 

evidence of a population decline.  The information in Birmingham and the Black Country 

is not sufficient to determine whether this is the case here, but loss of foraging areas, 

destruction of roosts and direct mortality through cat predation and persecution indicates 

a bleak future.  The LBAP for Bats suggests that loss of foraging areas is one of the major 

threats.  Undeveloped land, which may not meet the criteria for SINC or SLINC 

designation, is probably the source of the majority of the invertebrates on which the Bats 

feed.  These sites are continuously being lost to development.  Thus, despite legal 

protection for Bats and their roosts, the populations are in danger of a continued decline.   

 

Twelve of the 16 species of bats in Britain have been recorded in Birmingham and the 

Black Country with Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus being the most common 

(S. Phipps, pers.comm.)  The Birmingham and Black Country Bat Group continue to add 

records.  The abandoned limestone mines beneath Dudley provide roosting sites for five 

species. 
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There is a general lack of information on small mammals including Mice, Shrews and 

Voles.  The recently launched Water Vole survey is an attempt to address this. 

 

Otters have recently made an appearance in Walsall and in the south of Birmingham 

using the river and canal corridors.  These are likely to be males foraging and there is no 

evidence as yet of breeding. 

 

Mink have been present in the area for at least 20 years.  In the early 1980s a Mink was 

seen traversing the canal at Gas St Basin in Birmingham city centre.  There are currently 

21 records of Mink but little is known about population changes. 

 

Following confirmation of a national catastrophic decline in Water Voles, a once 

ubiquitous species, legal protection has sought to reverse this trend.  A number of surveys 

in the area have established that there are breeding populations (Moughtin, 2002; Muflihi, 

2001; Richmond, 1997). 

 

Richmond surveyed 151 potential Water Vole sites and found that 23% were unsuitable 

but the rest had Water Voles present or were suitable and may have supported water 

Voles.  This is a very high proportion, given that, nationally, Water Voles are now extinct 

from many counties.   

 

Local Biodiversity Action Plan species 
 

• Badger. 

• Bats. 

• Brown Hare. 

• Water Vole. 
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6.  SUMMARY 
 

 

 

A range of issues emerge from consideration of the changes that have occurred in the 17 

sites and the sample of habitats.   

 

From the situation in 1975, when very few areas within Birmingham and the Black 

Country were recognised as having any wildlife value or had any protection, there is now 

an extensive network of recognised wildlife sites.  This is linked to an acceptance that 

nature can improve people’s quality of life and there are even guidelines suggesting a that 

a natural open space should be within walking distance of everyone’s home, a situation 

unthinkable 30 years ago.  The level of our knowledge about the species that share our 

living space is now much greater, helped by the revolution in technology.  The threats 

posed by development however continue, with all open space, natural or formal, private 

or public, wasteland or garden, being under constant pressure.  Over the years, some 

special areas have been lost, others have been saved.  Another major change is that of 

conservation management and habitat creation – areas have been planted with native 

trees, sown with wildflower mixes, coppiced, grazed etc. Even formal parks have now 

adopted some elements of conservation management to improve biodiversity. 

 

These changes are considered in greater detail below, although it must be emphasised that 

the observations are qualitative and the sites and habitats chosen do not form a particular 

representative sample of open space in Birmingham and the Black Country. 

 

 

 

 

6.1  Recognition of nature in urban areas 
 

 

One of the major changes to have taken place in the last 30 years is the ‘official’ 

recognition of the nature conservation value of areas within the conurbation.  In 1975 

only a few sites, e.g. Rough Wood, part of the Sandwell Valley and Valley Park, were 

designated as nature areas and had resources put into nature trails.  However the 

extensive network of nature areas throughout Birmingham and the Black Country had no 

designation as a resource of value.  A great deal of survey work has been carried out 

since then, initiated by the West Midlands County Council in their survey of every open 

space over half a hectare, and refined by the newly formed Urban Wildlife Trust in the 

1980s.  The first survey in 1982 mapped all open space over 0.5 hectare in Birmingham 

and the Black Country from black and white photographs supplemented with site visits to 

selected habitats.  The semi-natural habitats thus identified were then resurveyed as a 

Phase 1 habitat survey.  Of the 690 sites identified in the 1982 survey as requiring a 

Phase 1 survey, 71 were found to be lost, largely to development, a loss of 10% in four 

years.  Of the remaining 619 sites, the most important were identified for a more in-depth 

Phase 2 survey (Table 6.1).   

 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005                                                                                                       147 

 

 

 

Table 6.1:  Summary of surveys carried out in Birmingham and Black Country 

 
Date Survey 

  

1982-1983 West Midlands County Council Nature Conservation Survey 

1985-1988 Birmingham and Black Country Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

1986-1990 Birmingham and Black Country Phase 2 Habitat Survey 

1999-2005 Birmingham and Black Country SINC/SLINC Reviews 

 

 

Evaluation of these sites led to the current network of Sites of Importance for Nature 

Conservation (SINCs) and Sites of Local Importance for Nature Conservation (SLINCs).  

There are 210 SINCs covering an area of more than 2,000ha and 553 SLINCs covering 

nearly 3,500ha.  In addition Local Nature Reserves cover an area of 739ha, and SAC over 

20ha (Table 2).  A major addition to the standard biology based criteria for site evaluation 

was the introduction of social criteria.  Thus a site with passionate local advocates or used 

by a local school could be scored more highly than an inaccessible site.   

 

Most sites of nature conservation value have been surveyed and have a nature 

conservation designation.  There may be omissions, however.  It has been suggested that 

only 78% of wet grassland habitats have a nature conservation designation even though 

this is a priority BAP habitat (Ault and Woulds, 2003). 

 

 

Table 6. 2: Nature Conservation Sites in Birmingham and the Black Country (number and 

area in hectares, 2005) 
      

 SAC/cSAC SSSI LNR SINC SLINC 
      

Dudley 1 (20.22) 8 (83.86) 8 (237.71) 66 (373.85) 196 (691.92) 

Sandwell   10 (296.01) 37 (380.92) 64   (298.85) 

Walsall      1 (0.58) 6 (70.06) 8 (154.52) 32 (405.89) 103 (1102.77) 

Wolverhampton   1 (51.01) 40 (146.41) 42   (131.76) 

Birmingham  2 (892.17)     7 (95.8) 35 (739.6) 148 (1249.79) 

 

 
The Unitary Development Plans of all the authorities presently include a degree of 

protection for SINCs and SLINCs and this has strengthened over the years.  However a 

proportion of the sites have been lost or degraded. Walsall lost 12% of the area of SINC 

sites between 1977 and 1995, and over 17% of SLINC sites between 1991 and 1995 

(Birmingham and Black Country Biodiversity Action Plan, 2000).  Figures for the other 

authorities are not available.  There are notable examples where a planning authority has 

not accepted a SINC designation for a site that may have development proposals. 

 

There is currently a programme of resurvey of SINCs/SLINCs as funds become available.  

However sites that were rejected in the initial round of assessment in the 1980s have not 

been resurveyed – a situation that may lead to the loss of important areas. A resurvey of 
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the whole conurbation is long overdue.  All authorities are required to produce an open 

space audit to inform decision-making and the methodology for this exercise could 

include detailed habitat recording.  This could include surveys of land that has the 

potential to address shortfalls, eg for social access, minimum viable ecological area and 

land adjacent to wildlife corridors. 

 

One of the major successes with regard to official recognition of an urban site is that of 

Fens Pools in Dudley.  A large area of abandoned waste from coal and iron industries 

with reservoirs and pools, it was known and valued as a playground and a site for wildlife 

by local people, although maligned by others as a tip.  Official plans to redevelop the land 

as a ‘recreational resource’ took no account of the children and adults, anglers, 

birdwatchers, walkers, bikers etc that were currently using it. The Pensnett Wildlife 

Group was formed in 1985 and was influential in protecting and enhancing the area such 

that its value as a resource is now recognised with the provision of onsite Rangers and 

improvements to paths, entrances and signs. It was designated as a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI) in 1990, giving it national importance.  In 2005 the site was 

designated a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) – thus receiving recognition of the 

European significance of its population of Great Crested Newts. 

 

Valley Park (Smestow Valley) in Wolverhampton has a similar group created both to 

champion the area and to monitor wildlife, the Smestow Valley Bird Group. 

 

 

Another site that received official recognition of its value, which contributed to its 

protection from development, is Moseley Bog in Birmingham. This damp and secret 

place, possibly the inspiration of the wood in Lord of the Rings, given J.R.R Tolkien’s 

local connections, became a national cause célèbre when it was threatened with 

development. It was a silted up mill pool that had quietly and steadily over the years 

developed into a wet woodland, and had been known as a special place for naturalists and 

children for over 70 years. 

 

Thousands of signatures were collected by a local group spearheaded by Joy Fifer, and 

eventually political support was gained.  Now the Bog (after a spell as a SSSI),  with the 

adjacent newly planted Joy’s Wood, is a Local Nature Reserve, it is promoted by a 

Ranger service, and the unused playing field adjacent to it has become a mosaic of 

woodland, scrub and grassland.  A success story indeed. 

 

Has this enhanced protection of nature areas been reflected by their enhanced 

appreciation by the general public?  It is difficult to generalise.  Much depends upon 

historic use of a particular site.  Children have always appreciated areas where they can 

escape from the dictates of adults and create their own worlds – a place where they can 

charge about on bikes, build fires, make dens with the material around them, go fishing 

for newts etc.  Such places were never ‘provided’ for this purpose – they were just there!  

These areas have disappeared over the years and it is often the people that played there as 

children that are most passionate about their protection.  To a certain extent, the official 

designation of nature areas as Local Nature Reserves or Country Parks, has introduced a 

formality and tidiness to some parts, removing the clandestine excitement of their use.   
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On two of the sites visited however, the Wardens were happy to see saplings removed 

(coppicing by another name) for den-making and small fires built - and on one site 

actively encouraged such use in an area away from the biodiversity hotspots.  

 

Another social group that actively seek out nature areas are dog-walkers – frequently 

driving past formal parks to get to their local patch of ‘countryside’.  An example is 

Swanshurst Park in Birmingham – one part of the park is a valley that until 20 years ago, 

was a ‘pitch and putt’ inaccessible to the public.  Now the area has been left as grassland 

and developing scrub.  Initially people complained about the untidiness and lack of 

management but this gave way to an appreciation of this new landscape, particularly by 

dog-walkers who are less happy to use the adjacent mown grass as it is open to a busy 

main road. 

 

District councils are becoming more aware of priority species and protected nature sites.  

In Wolverhampton, discussions are in progress to link with EcoRecord so that key 

species, amber and red list birds as well as SINC and SLINC information will be ready 

available within the authority.  Although district councils and their Unitary Development 

Plans have developed strong policies in relation to nature conservation, these policies are 

not always put into practice by the individual departments or by the Regional 

Development Agencies. 

 

 

 

6.2  Losses 
 

 

Thirty years ago, The Endless Village was written as a response to the request by the 

West Midlands County Council to the Nature Conservancy Council (now English Nature) 

for advice on strategic planning documentation.  Now all the Unitary Development Plans 

within Birmingham and the Black Country have policies protecting nature conservation 

sites. 

 

In the intervening years however, there have been many losses and these unfortunately 

continue.  The Grassland Project (Ault and Woulds, 2003) found an 8.4% loss of 

grassland to built development in a 15-20 year period.  A study of ponds and pools in 

Walsall and Wolverhampton found a loss of 15.2% and 71% respectively over a 20 year 

period. 

 

A notable site loss is that of Queslett Quarry in Birmingham.  A spectacular quarry with 

steep-sided cliffs much used by Sand Martins, and pools humming with wildlife, anglers 

and boys on bikes.  This was tipped with waste and is now capped.  The waste tip is 

actively emitting methane and after an unfortunate incident involving adventurous boys, 

the area has been sealed off from the public.  This has resulted in an explosion of ground-

nesting birds, undeterred by dogs, such that the area has been recommended for SINC 

status.  An adjacent area has been developed as Queslett Nature Park, with a retained pool 

and blocks of tree planting.   The Nature Park with the adjacent tipped area covers a vast 

49ha – as such it is more a landscape than a site.  A ‘Friends’ group is being set up at 

present. 
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Darby’s Hill Quarry was another site to be subjected to waste disposal – a deep gash in 

the landscape but surrounded by overburden that had become clothed with a varied flora 

of grassland and scrub and designated a SLINC.  This was not enough to save it from pre-

existing designations.  The quarry itself was tipped with waste and the surrounding area 

was covered with housing.  All that remains is a bleak grassland landscape with some 

blocks of trees. 

 

The quintessential Black Country landscape of ancient pastoral countryside forming a 

mosaic with residential areas and past and present industry was to be found in the 

Blackbrook Valley area of Dudley.  In 1981 this became the focus for an Enterprise Zone 

giving favourable terms to development even though, adjacent to the Zone lay a large 

derelict steelworks available for redevelopment.  Despite a concerted campaign by local 

people and conservationists, in the space of four years, 61ha of semi-natural habitat was 

lost to development.  A subsequent proposal for opencast mining of coal adjacent to 

Doulton’s Claypit and on established woodland was rejected, largely due to the nature 

conservation value of the area. 

 

Sometimes a threat to an area results in the realisation of its value.  A plan to use 

Edgbaston Reservoir in Birmingham for motorised watersports resulted in the creation of 

the Friends of Edgbaston Reservoir, a group that now actively promotes the wildlife 

within the Reservoir area. 

 

Castle Hill in Dudley is an area currently undergoing change.  There have been major 

development proposals for the site at the base of Castle Hill, some of which is valuable 

wildlife habitat, notably grassland and scrub.  Extensive habitat and species surveys have 

been commissioned, nowadays a requirement for major developments.  Large populations 

of Badgers and bats have been discovered.  The grassland areas include unimproved 

neutral grassland, over 97% of which has been lost nationally over the last 50 years.  

Negotiations regarding the future of the site are currently in progress.  

 

Development can be an opportunity to improve an adjacent site, in terms of resources for 

infrastructure or extending the area of open space.  An example can be found in the 

development of a derelict power station adjacent to Reedswood Park.  This has resulted in 

the planting of a large area of native tree species and the creation of a pool, thus 

complementing the formal Victorian landscape within the park. 

 

The industrial legacy has resulted in areas of wildlife purely because they are too costly 

to remediate and develop.  Sheepwash Urban Park provides an example of this – wildlife 

areas by the back door. 
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6.3  Natural Areas and People 
 

 

There has been a general acceptance of the value of natural open space to people.  

English Nature has set targets for Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (English 

Nature (1995, 2003). 

 
• No person should live more than 300m from their nearest area of natural greenspace of a minimum 

of 2 ha in size. (The Birmingham Nature Conservation Strategy which is supplementary planning 

guidance recommends a distance of 500m). 

• There should be at least 1ha of Local Nature Reserve per 1000 people. 

• There should be at least one accessible 20ha site within 2km from home. 

• There should be one accessible 100ha site within 5km. 

• There should be at least one accessible 500ha site within 10km. 

 

Both the West Midlands Nature Conservation Strategy and the Birmingham Nature 

Conservation Strategy mapped those areas that did not have natural open space within 

1km or 500m respectively of people’s homes as ‘Wildlife Action Areas’. 

 

The Woodland Trust suggests that the woodland habitat in particular can help deliver 11 

of the UK Government’s 15 headline quality of life indicators (The Woodland Trust 

(2004).  The Woodland Trust ‘Woodland Access Standard’ aspires that no person should 

live more than 500m from at least one area of accessible woodland of no less than 2ha in 

size and that there should also be at least one area of accessible woodland of no less than 

20ha within 4km of people’s homes. To ascertain the extent of accessible woodland, a 

UK wide inventory of accessible and inaccessible woodland was carried out. (see Table 

6.3).   

 

 

Table 6.3: Provision of woodland access and targets for woodland creation in 

Birmingham and the Black Country (The Woodland Trust, 2004) 

 
 

 
Birmingham Dudley Sandwell Walsall Wolverhampton Target 

% population with 
access to 2ha+ wood 
within 500m 

7.68 4.62 13.89 16.66 5.49 100% 

% population with 

access to 20ha+ wood 
within 4 km 

36.94 75.39 56.05 72.46 59.49 100% 

Minimum area of new 
woodland required for 
2ha+ woods within 
500m (ha) 

420 169 147 167 126  

Minimum area of new 
woodland required for 

20ha+ woods within 
4km (ha) 

51 20 20 20 20  
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Both the Wildlife Action Areas in the Birmingham Nature Conservation Strategy and the 

shortfalls in accessible woodland in the Birmingham and Black Country boroughs that 

are identified in Table 6.3, show that these are ambitious targets and may be difficult to 

achieve.  However, they are an acknowledgement that quality of life is linked to the 

natural world, and indeed the exodus of people from larger towns is an indication that 

even those whose only interest is retail investigation, prefer to carry this out in a green 

and pleasant backdrop. 

 

Formal Victorian parks have suffered a national decline, with a reduction in funding 

resulting firstly in the loss of formal facilities; teahouses, boating, bowls, shelters, tennis 

courts and, as the spiral of underfunding continued, park-keepers, flowerbeds and a well-

maintained infrastructure.  Perhaps in some quarters, the lack of mowing to create 

wildflower areas was seen purely as a cost-cutting exercise.  The tide is now turning, and 

there have been numerous initiatives as well as national injections of cash to regenerate 

areas.  However, the provision of funding for open space management continues to be 

poor and in the hierarchy of local authority priorities, the nature sites, even though they 

may receive more visitors per year than formal sites, are at the bottom of the list. 

 

 

 

6.4  Knowledge 
 

 

The revolution in computers, and more latterly the Internet, has been closely followed by 

a revolution in the sharing of natural history information and practice and in recording 

and monitoring. 

 

Rather than paper records kept by individual enthusiasts for many years, data can now be 

entered onto a publicly accessible database.  EcoRecord has an incredible 400,000 

records.  Even more are waiting to be entered, a situation which can only be addressed 

with adequate funding.  At the touch of a button, the number of Tufted Hair-grass 

records, their location and date, any associated species, national status and a map with 

location points can be provided.  However, although the value of this is acknowledged 

and the vital importance of this information to the continuous processes of land-use 

change within Birmingham and the Black Country is recognised, there are still thousands 

of records waiting to be entered and verified by experts.  As ever, a shortage in resources 

is the stumbling block – even though the records are freely provided by enthusiasts and 

experts throughout the conurbation. 

 

The importance of recording and monitoring can be illustrated by two examples: 

 

1. At Fens Pools in Dudley, a group of local enthusiasts led by Ray Buckland have been 

monitoring amphibian and reptile populations for over 25 years.  This information has 

shown that the site is of national importance for amphibians, having breeding pools but 

also importantly extensive areas of suitable terrestrial foraging habitat.  As a result of the 

dedicated recording by local people, the site was given SSSI status and in 2005, SAC 

status. 
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2. Another example can be provided by the invertebrates living in streams.  Regular 

monitoring of the community gives an indication of the background water quality.  A 

pollution incident or subsequent improvement in outfall water quality from a particular 

source is reflected in the composition and abundance of different species.  The flattened 

mayflies and stoneflies that indicate good quality water with high oxygen content are rare 

in Birmingham and the Black Country, but continuous monitoring has shown a gradual 

improvement in river water quality over the years. 

 

An important point that needs to be mentioned with regard to recording is that the last 30 

years has seen a reduction in the number of people with taxonomic expertise.  This is in 

fact a national problem that will take a generation to rectify.  However, with the 

revolution in technology, the dwindling bands of experts are able to disseminate 

information, give training and stay in touch. 

 

 

 

6.5  Management for Nature 
 

 

Many sites investigated 30 years ago had acquired their wildlife value through natural 

succession, so why is management needed?  Most of the sites with designation are 

receiving some kind of management to improve/maintain their conservation value as well 

as social value.  From the social point of view, this involves footpaths, signage, 

promotion and provision of information.  Management for biodiversity however is more 

complex – and sometimes arbitrary with value judgements made on the most ‘important’ 

habitat to preserve.  Sycamore is a case in point.  Seen for many years as a ‘weed’ tree 

and of no biodiversity value it was regularly cut and saplings were removed from 

woodland.  At Sot’s Hole in the Sandwell Valley, this caused concern amongst local 

users – why were perfectly nice trees being removed?  Because they supported fewer 

invertebrate species?  Fashions change and Sycamore is now valued by some for the high 

biomass of invertebrates that supply food for birds.  At both Northycote Farm, 

Wolverhampton and Moorcroft Wood, Walsall, the Sycamore trees have been spared. 

 

Newly developed woodland can develop a rather uninteresting even-aged stand with little 

shrub or ground flora.  To rectify this, selective thinning and coppicing is usually 

recommended.  However, to some, this kind of woodland management goes too far.  In 

an attempt to improve the structural diversity of parts of Rough Wood, Walsall, a 

programme of coppicing was introduced.  This was met with a local outcry and an article 

in the press.  The extensive planting that has occurred as part of the Black County Urban 

Forest is now reaching the stage where management needs to be considered. 

 

Much management is designed to halt succession – the removal of vegetation from 

islands in Forge Mill Lake in the Sandwell Valley attracts ground nesting birds e.g. Little 

Ringed Plover.  At Sheepwash Urban Park in Sandwell, a similar management regime 

was less successful due to the accessibility of the islands to people.  
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The process of natural succession has resulted in the loss of many waterbodies and 

current wisdom is that it is better to create a new pond in a different location than dig out 

the silted up pond which supports a succession of flora and fauna through the succession 

process.  This is a dilemma exercising the minds of the Rangers at Swanshurst Park in 

Birmingham.  A pool created to water the golf green, and identified as being of particular 

interest 30 years ago by Bunny Teagle, has now largely silted up with a closed canopy of 

Willows.  Re-excavation of the pool is a possibility but this would remove a patch of wet 

woodland, itself an endangered habitat. 

 

Succession on geological exposures is likely to reduce their value as educational features.  

The removal of scrub from the Geological SSSI at Doulton’s Claypit is an ongoing task.  

At Castle Hill, the steep-sided canal basin has become covered with vegetation, thus 

leading to its denotification as a geological SSSI. 

 

Another habitat requiring intensive management is grassland which needs to be cut for 

hay at the right time of year or grazed to prevent succession to scrub.  The lack of 

appropriate management is a particular issue with regard to grassland.  The diversity can 

be maintained or increased with appropriate mowing/grazing regimes but this has not 

been easy to implement.  On the other hand a change in the attitude of parks managers 

has seen swathes of mown grass turning into swathes of wildflower meadow, a situation 

unknown 30 years ago.  Much valuable grassland habitat has been lost to scrub though 

inappropriate management (Ault and Woulds, 2003). 

 

Sheepwash Urban Park and the Sandwell Valley have a number of areas that are cut as a 

hay crop for animal feed.  As in rural areas, attention needs to be paid to the sward to 

ensure that ragwort, toxic to livestock, is removed.  In some areas, an added problem is 

the number of dog faeces within the grass, preventing its use as fodder although it is still 

of value as compostable material.  A number of parks and nature areas have wildflower 

meadows or ‘conservation areas’ that need to be cut once a year following seeding.  This 

is not always easy to achieve given the chain of management and monitoring (or lack of 

it).  All too often, the grass is cut at the wrong time of year, not cut at all, or the cuttings 

are not removed, all resulting in a progressive reduction in plant diversity.  At Hill Hook 

LNR in Birmingham, the grassland was cut while the orchids were still in flower, despite 

the prescriptions within the management plan. 

 

A number of parks, previously managed as formal grassland with standard trees 30 years 

ago, now have areas that are left unmown for varying times, resulting in a flush of 

flowers that have not been seen in years.  At Swanshurst Park, the varying nature of the 

grassland becomes obvious, from wet grassland with rushes and sedges through neutral 

grassland with Crested Dog’s-tail and Sweet Vernal Grass and even patches of acid 

grassland with Harebell, Lady’s Bedstraw and Sheep’s Sorrel.  At Edgbaston Reservoir in 

Birmingham, the establishment of tall herb areas and leaving large cut logs as deadwood 

features did not find universal acceptance amongst users.  Reedswood Park in Walsall has 

some areas that were not cut during the survey revealing patches of Cock’s-foot, False 

Oat-grass and Creeping Soft-grass under the trees, providing a pleasing contrast to the 

swards of mown grass. 
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On some sites, grazing is a viable option.  The Black Country boroughs have an 

advantage over Birmingham here.  Local people are accustomed to the site of a horse 

tethered or not, on every piece of waste ground.  As a grassland management tool, horses 

are valuable as long as the stocking rate is not too high.  However, for health and safety 

reasons, unofficial tethered grazing is not allowed on council-owned land – thus putting 

many grassland areas under threat of disappearing under scrub or requiring expensive 

fencing or mowing on uneven land. There are no easy answers here although the loss of 

horses from the Black Country landscape would be a sad one.  If a site is large enough 

and adequately fenced, official grazing is used.  In the Sandwell Valley, the farms within 

the Country Park can be grazed to ensure that grassland diversity improves in future.  At 

Netherton Hill, Dudley, a special breed of cattle are being used: Murray Greys from 

Australia, chosen for their toughness and tolerance of people and dogs.  The meat from 

these animals is being sold at a local butcher.  At Northycote Farm, a particularly diverse 

field has been identified and the management of grazing will be tailored to maintain its 

value.   

 

With both grazing and mowing, the control of the management tool to maintain or 

enhance plant diversity, works best if it is in direct control of the manager. The 

management of open space in general has changed dramatically.  Management of 

municipal open space areas is now carried out by private contractors and the promotion, 

security and educational activities are undertaken by local authority employed Rangers.  

In the past, these activities were often carried out by the same people.  This is seen by 

some as a retrograde step, although the functions now carried out by Rangers often 

require a wide range of skills, particularly social skills. 

 

 

In some grassland areas the only management option is physical removal of scrub, often 

by teams of volunteers.  This is happening at Moseley Bog and the Sandwell Valley.  

People pull up or cut scrub at the base, either burning the cuttings or using them to create 

dead hedging.  At Sheepwash Urban Park, the machine cutting of the ancient semi-natural 

grassland should prevent scrub encroaching from adjacent areas although in parts where 

machine access is difficult, scrub is now taking over.   

 

Despite its unpopularity, scrub is of conservation value, particularly to birds.  

Interestingly, enormous sums of money have been devoted to treeplanting in the area 

resulting in large areas of scrub and young woodland.  In many cases, these require 

management; either thinning or coppicing, however the resources that were available for 

the planting are rarely matched by adequate resources for management. 

 

Apart from treeplanting, other habitat creation activities have focussed on wetland 

creation and the creation of new meadows and improvement of the biodiversity of 

existing grassland.  Fens Pools again provides a stunning example of success – in the last 

20 years, more than 20 small pools have been excavated primarily for the Great Crested 

Newt population.  These long lived amphibians, although well served in the area with 

suitable terrestrial foraging habitat, are rather particular in their breeding requirements, 

needing waterbodies with no fish as these predate the newt larvae.  The new pools have 

been readily adopted by the newts and the population is now in the  thousands. 
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Larger wetlands, such as Denbigh Pool and Pumphouse Pool in Sheepwash Urban Park 

and Forge Mill Lake in the Sandwell Valley, were created as balancing lakes but have 

since been managed with wildlife in mind.  Pumphouse Pool incorporates an artificial 

Sand Martin colony which has however never been used by these birds.  The reason for 

their absence is not known however the seepage from waste material beneath the pool is 

polluting the water leading to a low abundance and diversity of invertebrates upon which 

Sand Martins would feed. 

 

Extensive areas of grassland have been created with a variety of wildflower mixes, e.g. at 

Sheepwash Country Park and Queslett Nature Park and adjacent areas.  Improvement of 

existing grassland using hay from flower-rich meadows has been part of an extensive 

programme within Wolverhampton and has recently been tried in the Sandwell Valley.  

The 14 Wolverhampton meadows have shown some success however the recommended 

management regime of mowing following the initial cutting each year, and removal of 

cut material, is rarely carried out. 

 

The earliest successional habitats can be extremely diverse in plants but are ephemeral.  

At Valley Park in Wolverhampton, as the trees have grown to form a linear woodland, the 

ruderal plant species that had colonised the disused railway line, e.g. Small Toadflax, 

Thyme-leaved Sandwort and Sticky Groundsel, have been lost.  Fens Pools in Dudley and 

Moorcroft Wood in Walsall still retain ruderal species associated with industrial waste 

material. 

 

The habitat management of rivers and canals is generally improving.  Water quality has 

improved over the years, resulting in increases in invertebrates, fish and plants.  However 

flood defence works and enthusiastic management of marginal vegetation has resulted in 

watercourses and canals that are little more than conduits for water.  However in the last 

15 years, there are numerous examples of watercourse management having regard to 

biodiversity and even reversing previous management, for example the creation of 

meanders, riffles and pools in part of the River Tame, the removal of concrete and 

gabions and channels to allow the watercourses to meander naturally in the Sandwell 

Valley and the River Cole, and investigations undertaken by the Environment Agency to 

deculvert smaller streams. 
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Conclusions 

 

This project has been an attempt to ascertain changes over the last thirty years in natural 

open spaces and the plants and animals that share our habitat.  Information has been 

patchy with detailed monitoring in some areas, or of particular species, but other areas 

with no information.  It has however been possible to summarise a number of changes 

that have occurred, some positive and some negative. 

 

Perhaps the most important change is the amount of survey work that has been carried out 

in the last 30 years leading to the recognition and protection of a network of nature sites.  

The Birmingham and the Black Country Biodiversity Action Plan prioritises conservation 

effort to particular habitats and species.  Recording and monitoring is increasing and 

becoming more accessible to all. Management of nature sites is accepted as part of open 

space management generally, not just nature areas. 

 

On the negative side, open space in general is diminishing in the urban area and 

important wildlife sites have been lost and continue to disappear to built development.  

Changes in management practices can also lead to the loss of priority species and 

habitats. 

 

What future for nature in Birmingham and the Black Country over the next 30 years?  

Climate change is an ever increasing and unpredictable factor.  Urban centres are 

reinventing themselves, manufacturing industries are giving way to service industries and 

with less abstraction and discharge from industry, water levels are rising and water 

quality is improving.  With an increase in litigation, trees and waterbodies may suffer 

pre-emptive removal. Groups championing the preservation and improvement of open 

space come and go based upon key people and energising issues relating to the open 

space.  With the decline in open space funding from local authorities, there are moves on 

their part to encourage friends groups that would have access to funding that is 

unavailable to councils.  New species continue to colonise these islands, some attain pest 

status, but most find a niche and are eventually included into the British flora. 

 

If the next 30 years are filled with the same pace of change as the last 30 years, then a 

repeat of the current project will be a necessity. 
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Appendix 1:  Species Declines and Increases 1975 – 2005 – selected species 

 

Common Name Description Birmingham and Black Country information 

Plants   

American Willowherb 

Epilobium ciliatum 

Introduced – waste and cultivated ground.  First found in 

1891 and continuing to spread.  Now the commonest species 

in much of S. Britain (Stace, 2001) 

Much more common than 30 years ago 

44.4  % km squares 

Beaked Hawksbeard 

Crepis vesicaria 

Clusters of small dandelion-like flowers and pinnately lobed 

leaves. Grassy and waste places. 

Becoming more common 

17.67  % km squares 

Bluebell 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta 

BAP list 3  

Of international importance.  

Declining nationally due to association with ancient 

woodland.  Intolerant of trampling, heavy grazing, 

waterlogging, deep shade and competition with other 

species. 

Subject of Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 

Main threats – loss of habitat and hybridisation with Spanish Bluebell 

Spanish Bluebell H.hispanica – 10.7% of sq km 

Hybrid Bluebell H. hispanica X non-scripta – 2% 

Native Bluebell -49.5% 

 

In BBC, 65% of records associated with woodland, 16% hedgerows, 

others scrub, grassland and tall herb habitat.  Found in secondary as well 

as ancient woodland. 

Buck’s-horn Plantain 
Plantago coronopus 

Coronopus maritimus 

A rorette-leaved plant on sandy gravely bare soils usually by 

the sea. 

May have been in BCC before but gone unnoticed  

1.47% km squares 

Butterfly-bush 

Buddleja daviddii 

Shrub up to 5 m with lilac, purple or whit flowers in dense 
panicles.  Waste ground, walls etc.  Can form dense scrub. 

Appears to have increased over last 30 years 

40.23  % km squares 

Canadian Fleabane Plant of roadsides and pavements Formerly uncommon, now common 

12.58  % km squares 
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Common Name Description Birmingham and Black Country information 

Conyza canadensis 

Cotoneaster species Over a hundred species are cultivated and becoming 

increasingly naturalised as the fruits are attractive to birds 

11.78  % km squares 

Becoming very common in the area due to dispersal by birds eating the 

berries 

Cowslips 

Primula veris 

Locally common in grassy places. 6.83  % km squares 

May have been planted e.g. along roadside verges, and now naturalised. 

Danish Scurvygrass 

Cochlearia danica 

Annual to biennial with small whitish frothy flowers – 

grows on sandy and pebbly shores by the sea and now also 

along salt treated roadsides. 

Becoming more common each year along roadsides 

4.95  % km squares 

Eastern Rocket 

Sisymbrium orientale 

Annual of the Cabbage family with yellow flowers and long 

pods. Waste places 

Has become more common 

12.58  % km squares 

Floating Pennywort 

Hydrocotyle ranunculoides 

N. American species, first recorded in 1990.  Found in rivers 

canals and ponds, introduced from garden centres. (See 

Centre for Aquatic Plant Management Information Sheet) 

Spreading 

2.14  % km squares 

Floating Water Plantain 

Luronium natans 

Rare and threatened in Europe 

BAP List 1 species 

Found in canals in BBC 

7 records in BBC 

Fringed Water-lily 

Nymphoides peltata 

Attractive water lily with small yellow flower, listed in 

Recorder as scarce but is spreading and in places is regarded 

as a problem where a dense floating mat interferes with 

fishing and boating 

(See Centre for Aquatic Plant Management Information 

Sheet) 

Appears to be spreading. 

2.88  % km squares 

Grass Vetchling 

Lathyrus nissolia 

Crimson flowers. Grass-like leaves therefore may be 

overlooked.  

Rare in BBC 

0.67  % km squares 
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Common Name Description Birmingham and Black Country information 

Great Burnet 

Sanguisorba officinalis 

Attractive plant with dark red flower globes up to 1.5m, 
grows in damp unimproved grassland 

Not uncommon in BBC. 

14.9 % km squares 

Greater Prickly Lettuce 

Lactuca virosa 

Similar to Prickly Lettuce but leaves held in horizontal 

plane. 

May increase in future 

0.27  % km squares 

Himalayan Balsam 

Impatiens glandulifera 

Invasive introduction. Annual.  Can grow to 2 m.  Found 

along riversides and less commonly on waste ground. 

(See Centre for Aquatic Plant Management Information 
Sheet) 

26.8% km squares 

Japanese Knotweed 

Fallopia japonica 

A problematic and spreading plant – particularly along 

rivers.- forms a dense thicket of stems up to 2m.. Difficult 

and expensive to eradicate.  The perennial rhizomes can 

extend for 7m from the parent plant and reach a depth of 3m. 

A piece of rhizome the size of a blackcurrant can grow into a 

new plant. 

(See Centre for Aquatic Plant Management Information 

Sheet) 

Very common in BBC. Birmingham City Council are starting a 

programme of eradication? 

58.23  % km squares 

Least Duckweed 

Lemna minuta 

Introduced duckweed from North and Soutb America.  

Similar to the Common Duckweed but with smaller leaves 

(See Centre for Aquatic Plant Management Information 

Sheet) 

2.28  % km squares 

Underrecorded due to confusion with Common Duckweed Lemna minor. 

Spreading.. 

Forms a complete cover on parts of the surface of the Wyrley and 
Essington Canal 

Narrow-leaved 

Pepperwort 

Lepidium ruderale 

Member of the cabbage family.  Flowers green, often 

without petals.  Much branched. Waste places.  

May be becoming more common in waste places in BBC 

3.48  % km squares 

 Invasive introduction.  Outcompetes other water and marsh 

plants and can form a thick mat.. Grows in and adjacent to 

A problem in a few waterbodies e.g. pond on Pelsall Common, Walsall, 

where a formerly diverse marsh flora has been replaced by New Zealand 
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Common Name Description Birmingham and Black Country information 

New Zealand Stonecrop 

Crassula helmsii 

water. Perennial, remains green through the winter 

(See Centre for Aquatic Plant Management Information 

Sheet) 

Stonecrop or the moat in Munslow Grove, Northfield, Birmingham where 
a thick mat of this species emerges from the water the open water and 

water lilies that were once a feature are gone.  The newt and frog 

population may have been affected but figures are not available.  Other 

ponds e.g. the ‘lily pond’ in Highbury Park, Kings Heath, Birmingham has 

had New Zealand Stonecrop coexisting with other species and no apparent 

signs of an increase over the last 10 years 

0.94% km squares 

Orchids 

Orchidaceae 

Aesthetic appeal. 

LBAP lists nine species and 2 hybrids in BBC in 1999  

 

Local BAP.   

May be more common in BBC than was realised in 1975 

Bee orchid Ophrys apifera 1.47 % km squares 

Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii 6.56 % km squares (5% in 

1999) 

Southern Marsh Orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa 5.89 % km squares.  

More common than in surrounding rural areas. 

10 years ago – 3 (Common and Southern Marsh Orchid) plants in the 

Sandwell Valley.  A yearly increase since then and in 2005 several 

hundred plants. 

Prickly lettuce 

Lactuca serriola 

Plant of roadsides and waste areas.  Also called Compass 

Plant. In the sun the upper leaves are held vertically and 

oriented north/south 

Increasing in BBC.  Was uncommon 20 years ago 

36.01  % km squares 

Saw-wort 

Serratula tinctoria 

Grassland, scrub, open woodland, streamsides on well 

drained soils. Local. 

Rare in BBC 

0.27  % km squares 

Tall Rocket 

Sisymbrium altissimum 

An introduced wayside plant. One plant can produce more 

than a million seeds which are viable for up to 6 years 

Increasing 

9.5  % km squares 

Water Fern Invasive introduction.  Floats on surface of water and can 

form a thick mat blocking light to the bottom of the pool.  

Has been a nuisance on some waterbodies e.g. at Plants Brook LNR, 

where it was necessary to scoop it off the surface using a boat.   
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Common Name Description Birmingham and Black Country information 

Azolla filiculoides 
Succumbs to low temperatures so does not persist. 

(See Centre for Aquatic Plant Management Information 

Sheet) 

1.87% km squares 

Vaccinium Species 

Bilberry (V. myrtillus) 

Cowberry (V. vitis-idaea) 

Cranberry (V. oxycoccus) 

Crowberry (Empetrum 

nigrum) 

Associated with acid peaty substrates in heathland and 

woodland. 

LBAP 

Welsh Poppy 

Meconopsis cambrica 

Recorder defines this species as ‘Nationally Scarce’. Spreading in roadsides, pavements, walls etc. 

4.42  % km squares 

Yellow Bartsia 

Parentucellia viscosa 

Found in damp, grassy places near the coast A single record 2002 from Queslett Golf Counse 

Yellow Corydalis  

esp Pseudofumaria lutea 

A garden escape.  Delicate fern-like leaves and yellow 
flowers, grows in walls and on waysides. 

Appears to be increasing 

4.95  % km squares 

Larger Fungi  No clear changes in the last 30 years. 

Possible decrease in Bay BoletusBoletus badius 0.4% km squares and 
Woolly Milk-cap Lactarius torminosus 0.54% km squares 

Invertebrates   

 

Hornet Hoverfly 

Volucella inanis 

Notable 

A large black and yellow striped hoverfly.  Larvae are 

commensal on the nests of social wasps. May be becoming 

more common in the area.  Moving northwards from its 

stronghold in the south. 

6 records 

first record in 1998 and regularly since then 
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Common Name Description Birmingham and Black Country information 
stronghold in the south. 

A Tree Wasp 

Dolichovespula media 

Added to the British list in 1980.  Nest suspended under 
branches.  Large and hornet like in appearance. Likely to 

become more common. 

4 records  

First one in 1997 

Bee Wolf  

Philanthus triangulum 

RDB2 

A yellow and black digger wasp found in lowland heath, 

coastal sand dunes and cluffs where it excavates burrows, 

keeping its larvae supplied with honeybees and other bees 

that have first been paralysed. May become more common. 

2 records, one in Sutton Park, Longmoor Valley , the other at Vincent 

Drive 

A Longhorn beetle 

Agapanthia 

villosoviridescens 

A large and spectacular longhorn beetle, greenish in 

appearance with banded long antennae, not easily missed. 

Most of the Cerambycidae family (longhorn beetles ) are 

associated with ancient woodland remnants, with the larvae 

living for 1-2 years in decaying wood.  This species utilises 

herbaceous plants e.g. thistles and hogweeds.  Apparently 
spreading northwards. 

3 records since 1999 

Freshwater Limpet 

Ferrissia wauteri 

An introduced freshwater limpet, possibly from North 

America.   

Recently found in two locations. Likely to become more common.2 

records in last 2 years. 

A flatworm  

Dugesia tigrina 

A cross-eyed grey and white speckled freshwater flatworm, 
probably introduced through the aquarium trade.   

This species is not usually found in the presence of native flatworms and 
may outcompete other species. Likely to be spreading. 

9 records since 1996 

Moths About 2500 species of moths in British Isles, about 900 of 

these are the larger ‘macro’ moths. 

National catastrophic decline. 

Reasons for decline unclear.  Historical records have tended 

to record species presence but not abundance. 

 

BBC is stronghold for some day-flying moth species that have declined in 

surrounding rural areas e.g. Chimney Sweeper Odezia atrata, (caterpillars 

feed on pignut Conopodium majus, 11 records 1982-1990), Orange 

Underwing Archiearis parthenius (caterpillars feed on Birch Betula sp 9 

records 1928-1990), Latticed Heath Semiothisa clathrata, (caterpillars feed 

on a variety of Leguminosae 93 records 1986-2004) 

Blair's Shoulder-knot Recently established in UK, now common.  A generalist 

feeder, associated with Cypresses 

105 records since 1994 
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Common Name Description Birmingham and Black Country information 
Lithophane leautieri 

 

feeder, associated with Cypresses 

Common Footman  

Eilema lurideola 

As with other moth species having lichens as their larval 

food source, this species has increased, presumably due to a 
decrease in air pollution leading to an increase in lichens on 

trees. 

47 records since 1983 

Garden Tiger Moth 

Arctia caja 

Larvae on a variety of wild and garden plants.  The ground 

beneath privet hedges was often littered with the caterpillar 

frass.  Hairy ‘woolly bear’ caterpillars.   

39 records between 1945 and 2002  

Very uncommon now.  10 years ago moth traps in BBC caught large 

numbers, now just a few in the year.   

Butterflies 56 species of butterfly in the UK (including the Large Blue, 

recently re-introduced). 

Decrease in blues, Wall, and increase in tall grassland and shade loving 

species: gatekeeper, meadow brown, ringlet.  A decrease in short grassland 

species.  Tortoiseshell, Peacock and whites have remained stable (DH). 

There has been a decrease in wild areas, ruderal habitats, brownfield sites 

and an increase in management of nature areas (Dave Haslam with 

reference to Walsall).. 

Walsall 12 Transects for 10 years covering a mixture of sites have 

recorded 27 species of butterfly of which 18 are breeding 

In a study of the relationship between abundance of 4 butterfly species 

(small Heath, Dingy Skipper, Common Blue and Green Hairstreak) and 

habitat features (connectivity, area, quality) quality emerged as being 

considerably more important to the persistence of the butterfly species. 

On the other hand, if the trends of the previous few decades continue it 

seems likely that habitat fragmentation will also continue and that patches 

will become increasingly small and isolated.  Thus connectivity and 

perhaps to a lesser extent, area of patches, may increase in importance with 

respect to species distributions (A.Loram).   
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Common Name Description Birmingham and Black Country information 

Dingy Skipper  

Erynnis tages 

 

An attractive brown and grey butterfly declining nationally.  
BAP.  Birds-foot trefoil is the larval plant food.  Disturbed 

ground with this species is ideal – also may be a link with 

ants – the larvae may be tended by the ants and ants prefer 

short grassland habitats. 

 

Anchor Meadow Health Centre in Walsall lies adjacent to a railway line.  
An area of bare ground has been left to colonise naturally and has provided 

an abundance of this species, which needs the connectivity with the 

adjacent railway line to spread.  (this health centre may have been part of a 

development on land that supported this species) 

79 records from 1979-2001 

Common Blue 
Polyommatus icarus 

Common birds-foot trefoil is the main foodplant 

The pupa found at the base of the plants is often buried by 

ants. 

Of 40 transects in the Wider West Midlands Region, the one in Hawne 

Colliery had the highest number of Common Blue. 

596 reccords 1976-2003 

Small Heath  
Coenonympha pamphilus 

Small brown butterfly.  Larvae feed on grasses.   Not found in Worcestershire but still found in BBC. A.Loram thesis 

500 records 1979-2002 

Wall  

Lasiommata megera 

Larvae feed on grasses in short open grassland in a variety 

of habitats including disturbed habitats, railway lines, 

gardens.  General decline in central England and N. Ireland 

in last 10 years 

May now be extinct in BBC (DH), was common in the mid-80’s.  Reasons 

unclear. 

176 records between 1975 and 2001 
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Appendix 2:  Moths and Butterflies in a Garden 
 

An example of regular recording of a particular group of animals is that of the butterfly 

and moth records of Mr L. Evans.  These records stretch back to the 1940’s giving 

valuable information on the species found in 2 gardens in the conurbation (in Perry Barr 

until 1982 and in Sutton Coldfield between 1983 and 1998). 

 

Number of Moth species caught at Mercury Vapour Lamp 

in June-August 1955-1990 (L. Evans)
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Appendix 3:  BUTTERFLY TRENDS WITHIN WALSALL, 1992-2004 (4 pages) 

 

 

DATA SET. 

 
All data is derived from transect counts taken on a 2 week frequency and following the butterfly transect 

recording criteria for weather conditions and recording times. 

 

Four constant sites are used for the Borough trend results. These are: 

 

Fibbersley LNR (Grassland, scrub) 

Park Lime Pits LNR (Grassland, scrub, woodland) 

Rough Wood LNR (Woodland, scrub, tall herb) 

Barr Beacon (Grassland, tall herb). 

 

Additional data from six other sites are not included in the Borough Trend since these are recorded on an ad 

hoc basis (staff and time constraints). The data from these sites is used to compare with the general borough 
trend. These sites are: 

 

Shire Oak Park LNR (Grassland, scrub, woodland) 

Hay Head Wood LNR (Woodland, grassland) 

Daw End Fields (Grassland, scrub) 

Brownhills Common (Heathland, grassland, woodland) 

Pelsall North Common (Heathland, grassland, scrub) 

Cuckoos Nook and The Dingle (Woodland, tall herb). 

 

TRENDS. 
 

A simple index is used to plot the trends. The chosen index year is 1992 for all species except Ringlet, 

which did not appear on our sites until 1996. 
 

The index compares successive years against the 1992 (Index Year) recorded populations. Scores above 

100 indicate an increase in the population, whilst scores below 100 indicate a declining population. In some 

years certain species are not recorded (score 0 in the index) but they may be recorded in successive years. 

This may indicate a loss of a colony with subsequent re-colonisation in following years (support for the 

meta-population theory?) or the colony is still present on site but have moved away from the transect route. 

Species not recorded for 3 consecutive years are classed as extinct upon that site (but they may re-colonise 

at a future date). 

 

Double brooded species have each brood recorded separately. This indicates the relationship (possibly 

breeding success?) of the broods e.g. if a high count is recorded for the first brood you would expect a high 
count for the second brood. If one of the broods records zero, then this may indicate either a non-breeding 

species or one on the verge of extinction. If a high count is recorded for one of the broods and a low count 

for the other brood (within the same year), then this may be an indication of the population being boosted 

by immigration or an indication of larval success dependent upon which brood has the highest count. 

 

 

SUCCESSFUL SPECIES. 
 
The two most successful species are Gatekeeper and Ringlet. Gatekeeper populations have increased since 
1995 and do not appear to have stabilised (trend still increasing). Ringlet was first recorded in 1996 (Park 



 

The Endless Village Revisited Technical Background 2005 

 
173

Lime Pits) with this species now recorded on all sites. As with Gatekeeper, this species does not appear to 

have stabilised with population numbers still increasing. 

 

DECLINES. 

 
The species that require short sward open grasslands are generally in decline despite the common presence 

of their food plants within the borough. The noticeable declines are Common Blue (first brood 77% 

decline, second brood 27% decline), Small Heath (93% decline), Small Copper (first brood 60% decline, 

second brood 82% decline) with Wall Brown not recorded since 1998 but breeding colonies not recorded 

since 1994. 

 

Medium and long sward species (except Ringlet and Gatekeeper) are indicating a general decline. Meadow 

Brown (74% decline), Large Skipper (58% decline) and Small Skipper (86% decline). 

 

DISCUSSION. 

 
Care should be taken in the interpretation of the trends for the following reasons: 

 

• The data set has not been statistically tested. 

 

• The index year (1992) was chosen as a typical year (weather patterns and species numbers) but at 

which point of the population cycle this represents is unknown i.e. recorded population high, low 

or average. 
 

• The population trends for certain species may be longer than 13 years. 

 

• The data set is limited by the use of 4 constant sites. These sites may not reflect conditions 

throughout the borough but they may be an indication of general trends. 

 

• Butterflies are mobile and may move to more favourable breeding areas away from the transect 

route or the site and then re-colonise when conditions become more favourable. This may be the 

case with Speckled Wood. There has been an increase in woodland planting over the last 10 years 

combined with a general policy of scrub control on the recorded nature reserves. This species may 

be more frequent than the transect results indicate (61% decline). 
 

• Generally, habitats within the borough occupy small areas which are fragmented in the general 

landscape. This will produce isolated colonies that are prone to local extinction in poor years 

(weather related) and due to the fragmented nature of the habitats, they will take longer to re-

colonise an area. This is noticeable in the species with poor dispersal mechanisms e.g. Small 

Heath with a 93% decline in recorded population. A good example of weather related declines is 

shown by Large and Small Skipper. There was a succession of poor weather years (1996, 1997, 

1998, 1999) which are characterised by cold wet weather during emergence time for this species 

(late May – June) which resulted in low population numbers and poor breeding success, this has a 

knock on effect for the following year. A series of poor weather in successive years can cause 

small isolated colonies to become extinct. 

 
Dave Haslam 

Walsall Countryside Services 

July 2005.      
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BOROUGH TREND - Medium/Long sward species
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Appendix 4  
 

Mike Bloxham – Information on Invertebrate Recording  
 

During the general resurgence of floral & faunal recording in urban areas followed publication of 

‘The Endless Village, much fresh data on invertebrates began to be assembled, some as a 

consequence of improved identification literature in certain ‘popular’ groups.  The seminal series 
of publications on the moths & butterflies of Great Britain & Ireland (Heath & Emmet) enabled a 

new generation of urban lepidopterists to emerge. The work of Stubbs & Falk on hoverflies also 

revitalised work on a family relatively neglected since the glorious days of the Birmingham 

Natural History Society at the beginning of the 20
th
 century when certain members such as 

R.C.Bradley were national authorities on these insects. During the late seventies a request for 

information on the hoverflies of Staffordshire by Graham Rotheray (now a world authority on 

their larvae), led to survey work in The Sandwell Valley by members of the Sandwell Valley 
Field Naturalists’ Club. The data accumulated was incorporated in ‘Atlas of the Diptera of 

Staffordshire’ (Rotheray 1979) which saw some 90 species recorded from grid square SP09 

(Sandwell Valley). The impetus of this survey work did not diminish because David Emley 

(University of Keele) already a staunch supporter of moth recording in Birmingham & the Black 
Country’ decided to embark on ‘Staffordshire Flies’. This was the first comprehensive list of 

these insects in recent times and prior to its publication in 1992, further survey work in the 

locality led to the inclusion of several hundred species of two winged flies to its lists. Additional 
hoverfly species were also discovered, bringing the Sandwell Valley total to 128.  

The Birmingham & Black Country hoverfly list in its entirety (as gathered over the last century or 

so) stands at some 160, this being over 60% of the known British species. Although some of 
Bradley’s finds have probably been lost to the area (Falk & Lane 1999), a substantial number of 

new discoveries have been made including the nationally rare and beautiful Callicera aenea 

(from one site in Moseley and another in Wolverhampton).  

 
Emley, D.W. (1992) Staffordshire Flies -A Provisional List. Staffs Biological Recording 

Scheme No.15 

Falk, S. & Lane,S (1999) A Survey of the Insects of Sutton Park, Birmingham. Staffordshire 
& West Midlands Heathland Partnership. 159pp. 

 

Rotheray, G.E. (1979) Atlas of the Diptera of Staffordshire. Part 1 Hoverflies (Syrphidae). 
Staffordshire Biological Recording Scheme. Publication no. 5. 49pp. 

 

Roessels bush cricket 2004. Scarce bush cricket with striking yellow markings. 

Agapanthea villosoviridescens. Large longhorn beetle often found on hogweed. 
Volucella inanis (hoverfly) large orange & black hoverfly associated with wasps. 

Philanthus triangulum (the bee wolf) large & spectacular solitary wasp. 

 
Scarcer butterflies with viable local colonies 

Dingy skipper (Brownhills) 

White letter hairstreak (Halesowen) 

 
Marbled white (Saltwells) 

Ringlet- formerly very scarce but now frequent in damper grassland. 

 
Wall brown 

Very common at the time of BTeagle, but recently much scarcer. 
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Appendix 5 
 

URGENT Research Project: Biodiversity in urban habitat patches 
URGENT - Urban Regeneration and the Environment - is a Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) Thematic 
Programme of Research into the regeneration of the urban environment through understanding and managing the 
interaction of natural and man made processes 

Objectives - To analyse the extent to which our flora and fauna utilise the ‘urban greenways’, both as wildlife 

corridors and as habitats, and to model and predict biodiversity in cities. The specific objectives are to: 

• investigate the potential for using an existing database of species distribution and habitat characteristics for 
modelling the dynamics of wildlife in conurbations  

• characterise the biota of the urban environment and develop indices which can be used to predict flora and 
fauna patterns in the urban environment  

• analyse the richness of species, the distribution of genetic diversity, and abundance of selected species in 
connected and isolated habitats in order to quantify patch area and distance effects  

• analyse the importance of barriers and corridors in shaping dispersal processes in the urban environment  

• model the distribution of species in the urban landscape and develop spatially-explicit population and 
individual-based models for investigating the response and persistence of urban wildlife to changes in urban 
landscapes  

• validate these models using field-based studies of organism dispersal and historical distribution data  

• evaluate the efficacy of associative and process-based models for use in an urban biodiversity Decision 
Support System (DSS)  

• integrate models and databases within a DSS allowing planing consultants to investigate the effects of a range 
of different scenarios on urban biodiversity.  

Location West Midlands  Start Date/Duration  April 1998 Three years  Users   Unit of Comparative Plant 

Ecology, Sheffield,  Birmingham Urban Wildlife Trust,  West Midlands Local Authorities Lead Organisations  
University of Birmingham, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, Centre for Land Use and Water Resources Research, 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne 

Approach  The research has been divided into three components: 

• to determine a) the abundance of plant and animal species within the conurbation, and b) the impact of green 
spaces and connecting corridors on plant and animal (invertebrate) species  

• modelling of the long-term response of plant and animal species to planned changes in the urban landscape of 
Birmingham  

• construction of a Geographical Information System (GIS) to display the information and a DSS for easy 
interpretation by users.  

The consortium intends to tackle the GIS/DSS at an early stage to identify species, spatial scales and timeframes of 
major interest to users as indicators of the impacts of urban structure changes. 

Deliverables 

• a handbook of recommendations on urban planning  

• a GIS database of Birmingham  

• a computerised DSS  

• a mappable index of hemeroby, ie degree of unnaturalness, for the flora of British urban habitats  

• models of species dispersal, developed as generic but realised for Birmingham  
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• a species database for the development and enhancement of species conservation strategies within the 
conurbation.  

Further Details  Lead Researcher: Dr P G Angold    Tel: 0121 414 5540/7147, Fax: 0121 414 5528/5925, e-mail: 

p.g.angold@bham.ac.uk           URGENT Programme Manager: Graham Leeks     Tel: 01491 692203, Fax: 01491 
692313, e-mail: gjll@ceh.ac.uk 
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Appendix 6 

 

Amphibians & Reptiles in Birmingham and the Black Country, the Past 30 years 

 
 

All amphibians have shown a decline over the last thirty years, predominantly due to loss 

of habitat, succession of ponds to marsh and fragmentation of populations. 

 

On a positive note, all the species are starting to reverse the trend with increases of the 

Common Frog & Smooth Newt mainly due to garden ponds. The numbers are still well 

below that pre-1970.  

 

Common Toads are recovering after a collapse over the last 30 years. This could have 

been down to a number of reasons including increases in road traffic and virus or 

parasite. The current populations appear to be stable but vulnerable, with the 

development of new roads seriously impacting on their future. 

 

Great Crested Newts have seen a huge national and regional decline, mainly due to the 

development of regionally important sites. Many of the populations are fragmented and 

isolated with barriers restricting any new colonisation of sites. The loss of the traditional 

village pond and farmland pond has seriously affected this species and there is little 

creation of new suitable ponds. The water trough has replaced the livestock drinking 

ponds and garden ponds often lack the size and requirements needed. 

 

On a positive note, there are a few protected sites, such as Fens Pools where Great 

Crested Newts are increasing, with higher numbers that those recorded 30 years ago. This 

is directly attributed to the creation of new ponds and management of existing ponds 

through the Wardens and Pensnett Wildlife Group. 

 

All of the reptiles have shown serious declines over the last thirty years, mainly due to 

loss of habitat and an increase in disturbance to these isolated sites. The Adder is possibly 

extinct in the West Midlands, whilst the Grass Snake and Common Lizard are very 

vulnerable. The Slow-worm population appears to be stable although there have been a 

few local declines. 

 

Climate change could place even greater strains on these populations and increasing the 

amount of viruses, parasites and fungus exposure. Species may not be able to migrate 

northwards and so local extinctions are expected without the corridors of dispersal. 
 

Paul Wilkinson July 2005 
 

(30 years of data for Fens Pools and Buckpool Wedge, which show an increase. Herpetologists in the area 

tend to monitor sites where management is carried out and this results in an increase in the abundance of 

amphibians.  The decreases are for toads at Cotwall End Farm, from a population of 300 in 1991 to 30 in 
2005. Toads- Barrow Hill – 1991- 265 individuals to 0 during 2002) 
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Appendix 7 

West Midland Bird Club 

Birmingham and The Black Country Breeding Bird Survey 

Why a Breeding Bird Survey? 

This exciting initiative aims to gather as much information as possible about breeding 

birds across Birmingham and the Black Country. It covers the local government areas of 

Birmingham, Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wolverhampton, and is being supported by 

the West Midland Bird Club and the Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black 

Country. The survey is one of the first of its type to be undertaken in such a built-up area 

and runs from 1998 to 2003. 

Birds are good indicators of environmental quality, responding to changes in habitat, food 

availability or climate. Some species have declined as a result of our activities, whilst 

others have colonised new areas. Surveys are important in monitoring the population 

levels of species. If decreases are detected, it may be possible to identify and implement 

ways of reversing such trends. 

The survey so far 

During the years 1998 to 2002, a total of over 7,400 unique records have been gathered, 

with nearly 60% being breeding records. On average, about 38 species have been 

recorded in each tetrad surveyed. 

Over 110 species have been recorded during the survey, more than 90 of which have 

bred, e.g. Buzzard, Peregrine, Water Rail, Lapwing, Common Snipe, Herring Gull, 

Common Tern, Long-eared Owl, Barn Owl, Stonechat and Black Redstart.  

Not bad for such an urban area. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, the most widespread species include Wood Pigeon, Wren, 

Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Magpie, Carrion Crow, Starling 

and House Sparrow, all recorded in at least 90% of the surveyed tetrads.  

Virtually all of the 202 tetrads that cover Birmingham and the Black Country have been 

surveyed, although some have definitely been under-recorded. The few tetrads that have 

no records are on the edge of the survey area and often only contain a small part within 

them.  
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Appendix 8  - Cannon Hill Park Birmingham Bird Surveys 1975 and 2005 
Bird Observation Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham  2005.  P. Evans, EP               

 
Feb (no 
survey) March April May June July 

Aug (no 
survey) Sept Nov Totals 

Mute Swan  2 2 2 2   3 3 14 

Black Swan (Cygnus atratus)    1      1 

Mallard  87 84 105 112 113  184 169 854 

Tufted Duck  9 6 4  1   5 25 

Canada Geese   89 85 118 107 241  161 150 951 

Gt Crested Grebe  2 2 1 2 5  2 1 15 

Little Grebe   1       1 

Coot  14 17 13 8 15  9 13 89 

Moorhen  7 3 6 9 4  8 18 55 

Black Headed Gull  2   5 3  18 49 77 

Lesser Black-Backed Gull  2  3 3 3  5 5 21 

Sparrow Hawk         1 1 

Green Woodpecker  1 1     2 2 6 

Gt Spotted Woodpecker  2 2  1   1  6 

House Sparrow      2    2 

Tree Creeper  1 2  2    2 7 

Nuthatch  4 6 1 2   4 3 20 

Grey Wagtail         1 1 

Pied Wagtail  5        5 

Blackcap   3 2 3     8 

Chiff Chaff  1 1 1 1 1  1  6 

Swift    3 12     15 

Willow Warbler  2        2 

Garden Warbler     1     1 

Whitethroat   3       3 

Mistle Thrush  3 3  3   7 5 21 

Song Thrush  2 3 1 2 5  1 1 15 

Fieldfare         2 2 

Redwing         2 2 

Blackbird  22 20 22 24 16  6 9 119 

Greenfinch    2  2  1 12 17 
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Chaffinch  5 3 2 2    1 13 

           

Bird Observation Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham  2005.  P. Evans, EP               

 Feb March April May June July August Sept Nov Totals 

Goldfinch         3 3 

Bullfinch  2 1 1 2 1  2 4 13 

Crow  19 9 9 15 9  12 10 83 

Jay        1  1 

Magpie  17 21 9 13 22  17 19 118 

Jackdaw  2  3    1 1 7 

Wood Pigeon  44 45 27 26 29  38 11 220 

Stock Dove    1 1 1    3 

Collared Dove  3 1     2  6 

Blue Tit  21 16 16 18 12  13 20 116 

Great Tit  17 11 2 7 4  16 7 64 

Coal Tit    2    2 2 6 

Long Tailed Tit  2 5 6 2 3  6 14 38 

Robin  16 15 17 14 3  15 7 87 

Dunnock  5 2 2 4 2  2 1 18 

Wren  17 15 10 12 7  5 6 72 

Goldcrest  2  3 4 2  1 7 19 

Feral Pigeon  33 25 32 41 35  94 97 357 

           

Number of Birds  462 413 427 460 541 0 640 663 3,606 

           

Number of Species  34 31 32 32 26 0 32 36 50 
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